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lOlhll 



The Rejuvenation of Aunt Mary 



Chapter One - Introducing Aunt 
Mary 

The Tiisl llmr ihal lack was ihicalciicd wilh cxpuhion fn>m 
caLlcgf his AunL Mir>' was mucli aurpniifd and drcidedLy 
veiled — mainlj al Ihc college. He family were leiis surpnsol, 
viewing Ihe iDung man Ihniugh a clearer almospherc than hi'; 
Auul Mary ever biiil, inul knowing Ihal he had barely Cicaped 
ilrriLlar cip^riencci earlier in his cirecr by mvanably leaving 
school ihediy beforf Itie board oT Inquiry convened 

Jact'iv preparalorj days having been morear les^i Icm pcvlou^, 
hmfiniLlj' (AunlMary en.cpledj had e\pe^. led so me so n of »l Icr- 
c[tp when he enlercd college Wevcrlhclesi, Ihcy had lervcniLy 
hoped Ihal il would not be qui le as bad as IhUk. 

Jact'iv sislcr Arclhusa "'as visHing her mnl when ihc nei*^ 
came. rJol bee ause ihe w » n led lo for Ihe old lady w as d readlul Ly 
deaf and fearfully irbilracy, bul becauive Lucindi had iviid Ihal \aO!\ 
&he niusl ga lo her cou'vln's wedding, and Ihe family alwa>'< had 
la bow Id Lucinda^ mandiles Lucindi was Aunt Miry^ maid. 
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buLsbiir had bamncikD I nd Eipr nsiblr Bb a siller il ihcaff-cnd or 
Ibic I Bllcr's f B r- Inim [vl Ihal npncuC Ihc g rand-ncpbicu's orgraml- 
niccrs fvcr thought foi an i ibiCi nl of c rossi n^ nucarhcr iviivhiz'. 
So II WB& lo ArcEhu&i ihal Ihc irxpl anil lou'k due Aunl Mary's 
inlf m^r in her iicapfgracc fell, Bnd ivhc bQwril hrr back lo Ibic 
burden wilh Ihe re^igniliou i^hi^h Ihc ci re until ancc^ iilcmandrd 

"Whilcvcr IS ihc dLlfcrcncc bclwccn bcin' cupelled tnd bcin' 
Aicpcndal^" Aunl Mary drmandrd. in hci lone of imperiom 
impBllcncc "Well, why don'l you answer? J was brougbil up Id 
speak when >ou're spoken lo, an' I'm t greal believer In kvin' up 
la your b n ngl n' up — if yau had* good one Whil'slhe difference, 
an' which costs nuul^ Thil's whal I want Id know I da wish 
you'd answer me Arelhusa, lherc\ Iwd ihings I've a^ked you 
now, an' yon iinckin' yaur finger an' pullin' onyourlhimble bs if 
you were SLilln' alone in Chinj." 

"I dan'l know which co&K moM," ^relhuii Jihrieked 

"You needn'l scream so," ^aid Aunl Mary "f ain'l so haid lo 
IDDll hea^a^ youlhink I ain'l bulscvenly,ind I'll beg youlo remember 

ihn'. Arelhusa. BeMdcs, I ilon'l wanl lo hear you lalk I jusi 
win I lo heir aboul Jick. I'm askin' aboul tiis bem' excelled and 
suspended, an' whal's ihe difference, in' m particular if Iherc''; 
anylhing lo piy for broken glass El's aLwiy? broken gliss' Thai 
boy^ billii for biaken ^Lms hive beensomelhln'jusi awlul iheiie 
la£l two yeais. Well, why don'l you answer''' 

"I don'l know whal lo aruiwer," Arclhusi screimed 

"Whilda you suppose he's done, anyhow'''" 

"Somelhing bad " 

Aunl Mary frowned 

"I iin'l mad,' she said sharply "Whal made you ihink I wi' 
mad'' I ain'l mad al all! I'm jusI askin' whil!i Ihe difference 
bclwccn bcin' expelled an' bein' suijiended, an' il scemji lo me 
Ihis IS Ihe Ihird lime I've iskenl il Seemii lo me il is." 

Arelhusa laid down her work, drew a mighly breilh, I'ery 
nearly gol mio the ear-lrumpel. and explained Ihal being sus- 
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pcndfi] W1& Infinllrly IcvS hclnou' ihan bring rxjtcMcd, and 
drcidcdiy IcvS fLnsl. 

AunI Mary looked relieved. 

"Oh. ihen he's ^ellin' beller, b he?" she siid. "Well, ['m sure 
ihal^ ^Dme CO m fori " 

And Ihen Ihcre waiv a long pBuse, during which she appcBred [Oim 
la be engaged in derp reflrclion, and birr niece continued birr 
embiDidery In peace. The pause endured until a sudden sneeze 
□ n the psrlaf iheold lady i^el the wheels of 1:0 nveiikil ion lurning 
again 

" Arethuaa," ^hf iJid, "I wish you'd go »n'gellhc ink an' write 
la Mr. Slebbin'v. I ^ant him to begin lo look up another college 
wlihgood references ri^hl iwaj. I don't wani ta waste jnj of I he 
bo>'^ Life, an' If bci n ' suspended meaniv waitln' while I he college 
Jakes Its time lo consider whether il wants him back again oc not 
I iin'l gain' to wall. I'm a great bc^evcr In 1 callege cducilion, 
but I don't know that It culs much figure whether il\ Ihc 'vimc 
college righl I hro ugh or nol Anyway, you wrile Mr Stebbins " 

Arethusi obeyed, and Ihe luthorilies having seen fit lo be 
uncammonly discreet is lo the ciuse of the young man^ with- 
diBual, no greil dilflciiLly was expenenced in finding anolhcr 
campus whereon AunI ftTary's pride and joy might Ircely dispjn 
himself. Mr. Slebbins threw himikell mlo Ihe alfair with ill 
ihc lacl inil aidor of an ex[vnenced legal mind and soon ifler 
Lucinda'Lielurn lo her home allowed Arethusi In follow ikUlKlhc 
hoperul younger brother or the Inter became 1 candidate for his 
secondoulfil of newswealers and hit binds ihal year. IH^I 

AunI Mary wiole him 1 lelter upon Ihe occasion of hts new 
Alari In life, Mr. Stebbins delivered him 1 lecture, and things 
went smoothly in consequence for three whole weeks I iviy Ihrec 
whi>le weeki beciuie three whole weeks was a long time lor Ihc 
course of JackJi life to flow smoothly Al the end ol a fortnight 
ifTaiis were always due to run more ripidly and three week'i 
produced, as ageneril thing, some ivpeclea of climax 
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Thf climax in IhLv za^e cainc 1o lime h& usual hl'i evil genius 

IncllLug Ihc young man Id allcmpi, i>nc \crf dark ui^bil, Ibir 
shDoling of ■ cil which he ihougbil he iiaw u[xin Itie back ^encc. 
Whclhcrbif really had&ern ical or not millf red very I ill If In I tic 
laler devclopmenl of Ibic ma Her he wis ^.c^lalnll 'in-CCNsful »' 
laci^ Ihe go lug o fC ol Ihegun'^is^oncecneil, bul Ihediinagelhal 
le&ulled, reivulled nol Id any cal, bul lo Ihc ann of ■ neil-daor'^ 
coah, who wts pctcrfui\y engaged in liking In tier wech'!^ wish 
Dn iheol her side nf Ihe fcn^.c Ttic cook ^. cased abriiplly lo lake 
in ihc wash. Itic alTiic wm al once whil is technically termed 
loahcd inlD. and Itirccdiys laler Jack became ihedcfendinl In a 
suit rordimigea 

Naturally Mr Stcbbin^i »as »K once notified and he had no 
ctioice cxccpl til wrilc Aiinl Mtrf 
lEsm Ann I Macy u'assomcwhil less palieiil over Ihc Ihlid escapade 

ihanshe had been u'llh Itie fiml two. 

The leller IDuni] her alane wllti Lucindi and <hc reid il la 
herself three limes and then read il alaud lo hec companion. 
Liicinda, whose ihoiiiu^ti knoivLedge of Ihe imperious "'ill and 
impcpL'ious eaidnims ol her mn^lrcss rendered her, as a rule, cx- 
Iremely monosyllabic, nol lo ^ay silent, vouchrtafed no comment 
upon Ihe conlcnii of Ihe epistle, ind afler a few minulcs .^iint 
Hiij hciscll loot ihe field 

"Now, whal do you suppose possessed that boy lo shool at a 
coot?" she i^kcul, regarding ihe leller with i pnrlenlou^ frown. 
"Cooks ire so awful hard lo gel nowidays I don'l see "'hy tic 
didn'l 'ihool a I ramp if he had lo shool somelhin'." 

"He wa'n'1 liyin' lo shool i cook, 'peiis like,' I hen cned 
Luclnda — Lnclnda's voice, be it said, tpr jiuhiMruf, wis of Ihat 
sibilant and penetrating limbre which Is best Illustrated in Itic 
accents of a steamrniec^ fiLe — '"peais like he wis Iryin' for a 
cal " 

"NoJ 1 hal." said tier mlslress coneclively. 'it wis a cal. You 
look It ihis leller an' you'll see And. anyii'ay, ho»' could a 
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man 'vhih>lin' bL i ^il bill a cook'' — nol 'nIcTiii i^he was up a Ircf 
b I rI^'- ncvli n' a£lcr owliv' egg''- Van donl seem lu pay much [OI>T| 
Bllculmu lo what I tnd Id yo u . L uci nd a; only I ivhauliH Ibiink yaur 
CO mill u use use would biclp you oulsumc when il came?i lo h boy 
you've hni>w[i from Ihc lime buz eould "'alk an' a slrmgc coi>t 
Bui, Buybiow, ihal'i ncilhcr hcit noi Ibierc Tbie quizslion Ihal 
bolhei^ me U, whal's Id pay wilh Ihisdimigc'vull'' I Ihink m>'scLr 
Tivc hundrnl dollais Is loo much for any eoo It's arm. A cook ain'l 
In no su^.bl villi need of Iwo amis. If she has lo shul I he door of 
Itieovcn while sbieisllrrm' so mclbiLn' on I he lopof Ihcilove, she 
ean eas^' kick il Id wilh her fool. Il won'l be for Long, anyway, 
indrm agrcal believer in making Ihc bcsl of I h i ngs * hen you've 
gol ID - 

Luc I nda &i: rewed uphcrfaceiiid madenDcommcnl Lucindi's 
face In repose was i croiiv between a monkey's and a r«»iiiil, 
Acieived up, i[ ivas pirllculirly awful, and always cxaspenled 
Jier mislrebs 

"Well, i*h>' don'l you iviy ^omelhin', Lucinda'^ I ain'l askin' 
youi advice, bul, ill iheiiBmc.you can say aiiyltiing II yDu'ie^ol 
I mind lD.~ 

"I ain't got a mind Id sty anylhin'," I he TiHhfiil mud rejoined. 

"T guess you hi I Ihc nail on I he head Ihal lime," said .^unl 
Hirj'. wllhoul any u ii iieccssi r>' maLciilcncc concealed behind 
her sarcasm; I hen '^hc re-read Ihc nolc and Tiowncd afresh. IQObl 

"Five hundred dollaiH is loo much," she siid again. "I'm 
going Id wrile Id Mr. Slebbins an' lelL him so lo-nlghl lie can 
camprnmiive on l"o hundred and fifly.ju'vl as well as nol Gel 
me some paper and my dei^k, Lncinda Now gel aspij'ness aboul 
you " 

Lucindi laid as^lc her work and forthwith gol a spryness 
aboul her, bringinghermislres'v'wn ling-desk wilh commendable 
aLacrlly AunI Mt\y liHik Ihc wriling-dcsk and wrale fiercely lor 
ivomelime, lo I he end Ihal '^he finally ivrole mosloflhe fierceness 
out or henclr. 
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"Aflcrall,bo>'f "'ill bclH>y'v,~fhcsaiiH. Bishcicalcd her Idler, 
"and II Ihl^ is Ihe cnil I shan'l {ce\ It's money vailed Tin b grral 
bcLlcver En bclu' palicnl Mozl slway^, ihil is Here. Lucinda 
you lake fha Ed Joiihua and IcLI hini lo lahr il nghl lo iriHil. Be 
prompi, now I'm i grcil believer in doin' lhinf> prompl " 

Lucindi look Ihc Idler and wbii prampl. "She wani' Ihls 
IcIlFT look nghf lo ihc miiL,' she siid la IdsEilli, AunI Mary':^ 
longeil-lned scrvilor 

"Then il'lL be limk nghl lo miif," ^JidJoBhui. 

"She's prelly mad," said Lucinda. 

"Then she'll ■voan gel over il," replied Ibie olhcr. laking up hl^ 
hil ind preparing lo deparl For I he birn forlhwilh 
[Em Lucindi relumed Id AunI hlaiy Ailh a species dF dned-up 

ivlgh One !■£ riol Ihe less i slue beeause one has been enivlaved 
fDr Iwenly yeaPv, ind Lucinda a I niomenls did soil o£ peek oul 
ihniugh her banv — pcasibly envying Joshua Ihe duly dnveb » 
mall when he bad full con IidI of ^oinel h i ng ihal wiz alive 

Lucindi had been, coniparalivcly 'peaking, young ivben she 
hut CDme lo wail u[un Ihe pleasure dF ihe ^alkinii m il I lou'i, 
ind her wailing had been so pcrlinenl and so palieni Ihil il 
hid endured Dver i quarter dF i century. AunI Mary had been 
under fi fly in ihe ho u r Df L uci nd a^ da"'n, she waiv over sevenly 
HDW. Jack hadn'l been born ihen; he v.t'^ in college now and 
Jack's older brolhera and sl^leis and hLk dead-aud-gone Calhcr 
ind molher had been living somewhere duI WesI ihcn, quilc 
hnperul a\ lo I heir own lives andqulle hopeless aivlo IheslemoLd 
greal-auni who never had paid any alien lion lo her niece ivlnce 
ivhe had^hDsen Id elope wrih ihc dDC iDr''^ reptobale Hon. Now Ihe 
falher and molher were dead and buned, Ihe brolhePv and sislers 
reinivlaled in Iheir righls and had all grown up and become greal 
credils lo Ihe old Lady, whose hearl had i^uddenly melled al Ihe 
iFTival or five orphans all il Dnce. And Iheie was onLy Jack Id 
conlinue lo WDrr>' abDul 
|DI€] Jack was nol anylhing panicularl>' remarkable; he waiv jusi 
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one of lliosc limbic gnod-fo r- no rlii ngs Ihil seem horn Id get 
teller people liiIo IruubLe bII Iheir hvr'> long He hml been 
spoiled DngluHll^' b^' being leu yeaPv younger Ihin the ncitl 
youngesl in Ihe riiiiil>'. Bnul ihen, wtieu Ihe children hsd been 
ikhlpped on lo AunI Miry^ lender meiricv. Jack tiad wun tier 
hear! I m medi b Icl y beciuie ivbic accldenlBlly dlico icrciLl Ihal bic 
had never been biplized, and so fell TuJ I y j ub llfied in re- naming 
Jiim aller her own falhec and having Ihe nime branded lulo him 
for kecj>v by bicr oivn religion' »ppar»lll^ 1 1 lolloivcd nalunlly 
Ibial Jubin Walkins, Jr Denbiam lor so her falhcr's daughler 
had In&iMed Itial her >'d iing::'il nephew should be called, vf^ Itbc 
favorile nepheu' orhK lunl. 

\nd il WB4 lucky lor bum Ihal he wbti Ihe favorile, for AunI 
Mtrf. who ivas highly spiced al fifly, became r«pper>' bI ^i\ly, 
Bnd ilmoivl biling al ievenly \nd ycl for Jack ivhc would sign 
check'i almi>sl wilhoul a munnur Mr Slebbina was much more 
cenivorious »nd impallenl wllh Ihe young m»n Ihaushc ccr was, 
and lo all Ihe resi of Ihe world Mr. Slebbln:^ was an urbane and 
igreeable gcullcmiu, whereas lo ill ihe rcil of Ihe world AunI 
Mii^ WIS I problem or a lercor. Bui Mr Slebbiuiv needed lo be a 
mauoriBCI Bnd mjuagcmenl for he wb4 ihe reil mina^crof Ihal 
forlunc of which "Mary, onl>' ivurviving child or John Walhlus, |ail| 
merchani audshipo*uer," via'> Ihe legal [XJSiCvor indso laclfuL 
wis Mr Sicbbin?! Ihal he and his fuwerful clicul had never yel 
cli&hed, and I hey had been inclose busincii'v rcl aliens for almosi 
Hs many years asLuciuda hid bccncvlabllshedonlhcheanhslone 
dI ihe Wilkius home Perhaps one rea^ou why Mr Slebblni 
endured so well wts Ihil he hid a reil laleni fo r com piom ising, 
and Ihal he hid skillfully Iranslormed AunI Mary's inhcnicd laslc 
fordrivlug a baigiin inio an acquired pleasure in whal is really a 
polile lonn of Ihe i^ a me aclion. 

So. when il cimc Id ihe mailer or Tick's d i Iflc ull i Ck, Mr. 
Slebblu'i could ilways find a halF-way measure Ihil i^ived Itbc 
sllualion; lud when he received Ihe I cite r as lo [Jiccook and her 
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cLiim he hied himivclf lo ihccily al once, and "toIc back ihal ific 
ell I HI euuLd be jellied for three hundred dollar?! 

"And enough, I miBL aiy." AunI Mary rcmirked Id Lucinda 
upon receipl of Ihe slalemenl; "Ibiree biundrcd dollars for one 
cal — for, aHer all. Jack blame?i Ibic iv bio Icon Ibie cal an' bicdldn'l 
hi I il, even Ihen " 

Lucindi did nal annwer 

"BuL if Lhe bay scdlea cTawn now I shan't mind pi>'in' ibc 
[DI7I Ihrce — Where »re you gain"'"' 

For Lucinda vf^ walking Dulaf ihe room. 

"I'mgoln'm Ihe dooi." siid she lasprngl^ "The bell:^ ringin'." 

Aflcr I jn Inulc or Iwo she came back. 

"TcJcgnmi' she ajinounecd, hinding ihe jclloiv envelope 
over. 

AunI Mary ]tur an tier g I allies, o [lened il and read: 

Coak li;i^ blocd [xiiftfii Sua lor j Ihousjid Pn>bjble 
jnpiljlioa 

STEBEINS 

AunI Mary diopjied Ihe pajicr wilh a gaip. 

Lucindi looked al hei wilh in re real. 

"[I\ ihal same arm igain," ^aid AunI Mary, "jusr as I ihoughr 
iL was seLllcd for'" Her eycv 'vcemed In fairly crackle wilh 
indrgnillon "Why dan'l she pul il In a sJing an' haic a liLlIc 
pilience''' 

Lucinda look ihe lelegram and read il 

"■PeaPv Like she can'l," she co m menleiil , in a lone like a buzz 
aiw, "'pcBis like il's goin' Id be look off " 

AunI Mary rciehcd forlh her hand for Ihe lelegram and afler a 
ivecond reading shook her head in a way Ihal, if her companian 
had been a globe-lroller, would have bronghl malailiires artd 
Senile lo Ihe fronl In her mind in Ihal inslani 
IDNI "I declare," she said, ^eems like I had ertnugh on my mirtd 

wllhoul a CDoh, loo Whal^ lo be done now** I only know one 
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IbiLug! ] Bin'l goin' lo pay nn lhDLl^a[ld diillaPv lh]!i week lar no 
Bcm IhBl WBsn'l ivorLh bul three hundcril IbM week. Sliuil' lo 
reason Ihil there am'l no reuan in IhBl. I gimis you'd bellec being 
me my de^k, Lucinda; I'm go in' lo weile Id Mr. Slebbiim. an' Tin 
goin' lo wrilc In Jn.k, tnii I'm goln' lo Icll 'em bolh juM whal I 
JtiLuk. I'm goLu' Id u'lile JiLk ihal tie'd be Her be loDkm' oul, and 
l^nigDin' Id wnle lo Mc Slebbins IhBl neil lime he Hfllle?! Ihlug^ 
1 wanl him Id lake a reenpl IDrlhal arm in Full " 

The Icllers were duly "tlIIch and Mr. Slebblns, upon iKc 
receipl of Im, redoubled hi:^ ffforl^. and did 'vuccfenl in pemia- 
nenll>' '^ellling with the cook, ihr ann being eveulually ^BVfd. 
Aunl MBiy rcgBnilcd I he sum tv mucbi biigher Ihan ncce^iarj, bul 
i^lill pleB^anll>' IcvS Ihan Ihil demanded of her, and so life in 
general moiedquielly on unlil Easier 

Bul EBJ^Lec IS alwB>'s a penod or more or less eammolion m 
ihc limeof I'oulh ind If ads lo various hilarious oulbreaks Jack's 
Eaivler look him lo lown for a "lillle lime," and Ihe "lilllc limr" 
ended in Iheslalion-hou've bI Ihree o'clock on Sunday morning 

AccusilLon Pioduc ing 1:0 ncuuiLon of Ihe b rai n on a cab dnvcr. 



[dl-ll 



Chapter Two - Jack 



The nfws iva^ canvc>'fd Id AunI Mary Ihioiigh pnvalc ailvicrii 
from Mr. Slcbblu^ |who biid been hs^lily Jiummoncd lu Ibie 
cHy for purpaivCv of baill- she was \erf angry indcciil, Ihiz 
lime — priminL> bI Ihe ludignlly dane her flesh and blood b^ 
incsUng ll. Then, ts ihe ce-read ihe lawyer'^ leller, oltier 
rcf^ec lio OS ciDwded 1o Ihe fore In her mind. 

"Fuiiny^ Whilcver could have made Ihe boy gel up and go 
downlown bI Ihree lh ihe morning, anyvty''" she 'BLd "Scem^ 
kind of queer, do n'l yau Ihi n k, Arelhusa '' Do you suppcse he wis 
III and hum in' for b drugslare''' 

Arelhusi had been 'vcnl for Ihe ■vccond d»y prevLoui: because 
Lucinda^ >'oun^c>l sislcr's joungcsl cbiLid had come dai^n wilh 
scarlet fever, and Ihe lamily wanled Lucinda lo enliven Ibic 
quarantine Arelhusi hid seni iuviIiIidiu out foi ■ dinner parly, 
bul she had rccilleiil Ihem and haslened Id obey Ihe summoni. 
|DI5| ll waiv an evil hour lor her, For she loved her brolher and wis 

mighlily distressed al ihe bid neivs. 

"I don 'I believe he ean hive been ill," Ehe Eitd, ir Ihe lop of 
her voice, "If he'd been III he wouldn't ha>e had Ihe sirenglh Id 
hi I ihe cab driver so haid " 

"I don'l blame him lor hillm' Ihe cab dnver," ^iid AunI Mary 
wirmly. ~Ae near aiv I can recoiled, I've oflen wanled Id do Ihal 
myself. Bul I can'l make oul where hegol Ihe man Id hi I, omhy 
he was Iherc lo hi I him T ^.ln'l make rhyme or reason oul of il I 
wl^h we knew mare Well, I presume we will. Iilcr." 

Her surmise was coirccl. They knew much more laler They 
knew more from Mr. Slebblns, and ihey knew profu&ely marc 
from ihe evening papers 
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"I ihinkour boy'd bcHcr h i vc cirnic home far his Easier." AunC 
Mtry remarked, wllbi a species of »iigr>' urtdcrlDW ihrciding Ibic 
[:uncnl or hci apceeh. "Thcrc^ no sayin' wbiil ihia witl cost 
before we're done wilh il.~ 

\rclhiis» c bio ted lI *bs all sn very Icmblc lo her. 

"Whil IS il Ibiil Ihe cabman wanQ, anyhow?" her aunl dc- 
mauiled prfkCnlly. 

"He doejvn'l wan! in>'lhln|." ycLled Ihe unhappy ^i&lcr. ~Hc'b 
going Id die " |ai6| 

"WelL, who n going lo sue me Ibicn'^" 

"ll's his wife, she win Is live Ihousartd doJLira damiges." 

Aunl Mary's lips llghlcncd 

"Five Ihnusand dollars'" she ^aid, wuh a biller palicncc. "I 
ean !ice Ihil Ihis is goln' lo be an awTuI husiness. Five Ihousartd 
dolLirs! Dear dear' I musi i»j Ihal Ihal wile 'cIs a prclly high 
pnccan hcc hush and — al lea&l, I'cordln' Id my onHcr Df Ihlnkin', 
she doejv From whal I've seen of cabmen. I'd underlikc Id gel 
her anolhcrjusl asgond for a lenlhaf ihc money, tny day." 

Arclhusi "'assilcnl, slannglhoughlfully allhe newspaper culi 
of agreal Tammin^' leader and i no led pug i lis I, which had been 
labeled as Ihe principals in Ihe family Iragedy 

Aunl Mirj' lurncd over annlhcrol I he mmy pipers received, 
andscinned lis icn^allonal columns afresh. 

"ArcEhu&i," she exclaimed suddenly, "do yDU hnow, I bcl 
inylhin' I know whal Ihis cdilor meirc Ed msimialc'' Il jusi 
i^lrikes me ihal he's liyin' la give ihc Impcessian Ihal aur bDy's 
been dnnkm' " 

"Pcrhajisso," \rclhiiii scrcimcd. 

"Well. I don'l helievc il," said Aunl Mary firmly, "uid I ain'l 
goin'lo believe 1 1. .\nd I am' I giii n' lo pay no five thousand dDllirs 
for no cahman's briins. neilher You wnle Id Mr. Sicbbins Id |iH7| 
compmmise on Iwo or maybe ihrce " 

She slopped artd bil her lipi lud shook her hcid. ~I don'l see 
why 3ick grows up so hard," she murmured, hilr in anger artd 
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hfllf III siirrow. "Edw»n3 Biid Henry never had 'vuch lLme?i Oh, 
■^cIL," ivhc iigbicd, "buy^ "'ill be boys, [ suppj^e; »n' [f IbiLii ill 
rcsuJli in Ibc boy's sclllin' down [I'll he manej' well ^jicnl in ihe 
end, iflerall. Hajbe — piobibLy — moil Ijkcly " 

The dayv Ibial followed were innious dB>'&, but il last iKe 
cabman rallLenl ind concluded nol lo die. and Jack ucnl olT 
yachling nilh a light heirl and a choice cdI Ice llDuar good advice 
from Mc Slebbln^ and AunI Mbi>' 

Nolhmg happened lo mar ha hohdij' He ran h borrowed 
ikleam launch on lo some loeks wilh nlher heavy consequences 
lo hi!i lunl's e\cheqLier, Bnd relumoiLl from Ihe Wesl Indies so 
I ale that &he never had a visil Tiom him al all Ihil summer, bul, 
barrLng Ihesc sllghlLy unwelcome LncLdenls he did remarkably 
iLcll, and A hen he returned lo college in Ihe fall he was regBnilcd 
IS having become, a I last, i si able pro pjsi lion. 

"I wonder whelher our boy's comin' home for ChrLslmas""" 
AunI Mary asked her niece Mtiy. as Ihal happy period of 
family reunions drew near. Mary hid come up lo slaj wilh her 
BunI while Lucinda wenL »w»y lo bury a second cousin Mary 
wi' very dlllereni from Arethiui, hiving i voice Ihal, when 
raised, abs somelhing belween an icicle and i sleam whislle, 
and a lemperamenl so much on ihe order ol hei aunl's Ihal 
neil her could ibide Ihe olher an hour lo nger I han was absolulely 
neceB&iry Bul Arelhusi had a sprained ankle, so ihere was no 
help for e* isli ng ci ^^. umsl ances 

"No, he isn'l," said Mary, who had no palieiKe al all wilh her 
brother, and showed II "He's going WesI wilh Ihe glee club." 

"Wilh ihe she club'" cned poor AunI ^lary, in afrnghl. 

ftTiry explained. 

"I don'l like Ihe Idea " said ihe old lady shaking her head. 
'Somelhin' will be sure lo happen I can feel il runnin' up and 
down my bones ihis minule ~ 

"Oh, If he cm gel inlo Irouble, of course, J ach will." said Mary 
ehceifuLly 
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AunI Mirj' didnl bicBr her, because \he dliln'l ralivc her voice 
panicularly. Besidci, Ibic old [edy was absorbed lor Ihe nance in 
ihc most diikm H L ikCrl of prognoMlc al lo ns 

And Ihey all came Lrue, !□□ Somelhing u nfu nun a Ic beyond ill 
e\pcc 111 Loniv c» mc lo pasivdurnig IhegLcecLub'' vlill loCbiLcago, 
and Ihc re^ull "'as Ibial. bcfni^ Ibic new year *ai well oul of lis 
I ncub a lar J a^ h had papers In a b reic ti-u f-prom iiic ivul I served an |ai9| 
him. He wccic Mr. Sicbbinslhal ll wis alL ajahc. and had merely 
been a pinion ol Ihal Foam u'tiicti a I rain Dr>'oiilhliil ivpinls arc 
apl Id Ichc in iheir "'akc, bul ihe girL flood ivDlid fnr bier nghl^, 
and, as ihe had nocr heard Tram her 1 1 ancfi ^ i ncc I bic nighlol Ibic 
dance, her Tim tl}' — who wcie nrnl, buEsharjk — ihcughl il would 
lake Bl lea^l fiflcen Ihousaud dallaPv lo palcti Itie cra^h in tier 
hear! [f Ihe news cnuld biave been kepi from AunI Mary unlil 
afler Mr Sicbbirts had looked inin Ihe mailer, evcr^'lhlug mi^til 
have resullcd dilfcrenll>' Bul Ihe Chicago lawj'cr wbio hid Ibic 
case look good care Ihal ihe weallhy auni knew ill as quickly li 
posblble, ind 1 1 seemed is If I bus was Ibic liualslraw under which 
Ibic camel muM buccuinb 

And AunI Mary did appear Id waver. 

"Fiflcen ihousartd dollars!" she cncd, ighasl. 'Heiven help 
ubI Wbial nexP" 

[| waiv Lncinida who was sealed c a I ml y o ppDsiTe il ihi^ cnsiiv 
"Do yousuppDsc he ipall>' did il"^" Ihe lunl continued, aflcr a 
m mule or appalled consideration 

"It's ibonl ihc only Ihmg he ain't never done,' ihc tried artd 
Imc servinl artswercd, hci lone more gratingly pcnelnlive Ihan 
ever. |i>"n| 

AunI Mary e>'ed her sharply, not lo iviy furiDUbly 
"I wish you'd give a pliin inswcr when [ ish yon a plain 
queitlon. Lucirtda." she iviid coldly. "If jou'd e%'ergol a brcach- 
Df-promlse £eiiI In [he cirly miit yair'd know Emw I feel. Pcr- 
h a[5i — pro b ibl y." 
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"T ain'l 3 dnubl bul wbial he done il,~ LucindB scrcimcd oul, 
"bh' i£ 1 "■a^ her tn' he wuuLdn'l marry me illcr sayin' he "'ouLd 
I'd aue him for a hundred Ibiousand, an' Ibiluk I lei him off cheap 
Ihcn.- 

Aunl Mary deigned lo smile fiinlly over ihc ivLibllclj' of ihl'; 
ikpeech, bul Ihe neil m mule she was fcoii'mng blacker Ih a never 

"A girl from KalamiJCOD, loo, jui^l up in Chicago For a 
week — Ju&l up in Chicago iDng enough lo come down on me IDr 
fifteen Ihou^kanddallais." 

"Maybe ivhell late five ihousand i mi lead." Lucindi remarked. 

"Maybel" ejaculaled her mislress, m fine scorn "Majbe' 
WcJI, If you don'l lalk as if money waikSweel pcf^ tn' would dry 
upif ll WBsn'l pickedV 

Lucindi iicrewed up her Face. 

Ann I Mary gave her one iwful took. 
|D2I| "Ynu gel me some p»n*r an' my desk, Lucinda." she said "I 

ihmk n\ aboul lime I wis lahlu' a hind in ll myvelf Tve been 
prell}' palteni, in' I donli^ec a n\ helped millers any. Now I'm 
gain' lo wnle Ihal bay a Jeller ihal'll sellle hrm an' hia als. an' 
his cooks, an' hK cabmen an' his Kalamazoo, JusI once for ill. 
I guOkS I CHJi do whal I sel duI la do Frelly generally — mosl 
ilway.s." 

Lucmdi biDughl Ihe desk, and AunI Mary frowned fearfully 
and begin lo wrile ihe teller. 

ll developed verj' slmngly Aiv her pen sizenl up ihe 'klluilion 
In black and while, Ihe old lady seeined lo realize Ihe luiqullies 
of ihc CBSC more and more plainly; and as the lellec grew her 
wralhgrcw also. The whole came, m Ihe end, lo a ihreil — made 
in good earnesi — lo like a very iienaiBslep indeed if any more 
"foD I Liibncvs" developenl 

Auul Mir>' prided heiscif on her granlle-like will She had 
full fiilh in her abilily lo i^lay herneareivl anddearCkl if 1 1 seemed 
nghl and he'll la da sa. 
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She scaled hcc Icircrlighl, sCuck I bii: ^ Lam p o n squire and haid, 
and bid Lucindi convey' lI la Josbiua and IcLl him nfvci Id quil il 
until he saw II ^lafr on Id ihc evening Ualn. 

"She's iw fill mad a I him To c ivui? . I h is lime "salil Lucinda iflrr 
she had dell vcrenl her nic'ivilc. and ivhile Joshua was consLdering [02?! 
the rn>nl and backol Ihe leller wilh i dellberalenesik barRaC long 
Acivilude. 

"I ali'd Ihlnk&he wouFd be." he said 

Ai neirly illof lack^ privaledifficullies were pnnlcd i n every 
newspaper in America, Joshua naliiraLl^' was on Ihir inside of ill 
I heir hislory. 

"She Hcn nched upherfaccju'vl awful over lh» I leller," Lucinda 
conlinucd "I'm sure I ivKh he'd '»' been by lo 'a' lakcn wimin'." 

"Me ain'l gol nolhin' lo reilLj Irel over," said Ji>shu» fcrencly, 
"he knows il, 'n' [ know Ll.'n' you know il, loo " 

"You don'l know nolhin' of Ihe ■vorl." ivaid Lucinda. "Shc'^ 
madder'n u^uaL Ihl^ lime. She'iv good in' mad. You mart my 
wordiv, 11 he goes off on a 'nolher spree I his ^pnng he'll gel cul 
oulo' her wiLl " 

JofhiiB laughed. 

"You mirk my words'" raivped Lucinda, ivhiking hei fingci in 
wllchlihe warning 

JoiihiiB laughed igaln 

"Them laughs be^l whal Liughs ti&l." said AunI Miry's hartd- 
maiden. She lurned a»a>, ind Ihen relumed lo give Joshui a 
look Ihil proved Ihal Ihe pepper^' mislress had lnculcaled 'lomc 
cayenne Inio Ihe souls of IhoiiC aboui her "You mark mj 
wonb — ihem hiughs bivl whit laughs lasl, an' Ihere'll be lillle |i>>J| 
grinnln' for him if he aln'l i chalk- walker for one while now." 

JofhiiB liiighed. 

Hul, IS B miller of faci, Jack'i sllualion was suddenly' become 
eMremcly prccarioui 

"There iin't no sense In il,~ &iid AunI Miry lo hersell. wilh 
in emphasis Ihal screwed her face up until she looked quile like 
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Lucinda; "Ibial life thn'^e young laen If sd on Ihcirlilllf vacs lions 
IS lo blame Cor cvcrylhing ClUc^ etc ■tells o£ Imqully, lhc>'rc 
full of ill kincb of doni'iv Ihsl re<jx:cl ab Ic [voplc nouldn'l bir 
seen al anil I'm pioud lo isy Ihsl I hivcn'l bcfu in anr m^'iicir 
for Iwcnly-fivc ycais I'm b grcal believer in keepin' duI of 
I rouble, an' il Jsch'd JusI ^lu^h !□ college in' lei lou'ns gn. he'd 
never havr met ihccibmin anil ike KHlimazoo girl, in' I'd hsvc 
overlooked I he 1:00 h in' ihccil. As il is, m>' paliencc ^s danr. If 
he gocv lnlo one more Hcrapc he'll be done loo I mein whfll I 
■viy So m>' young man had bcller lalte wirmn'. Probably — mosl 
htcly — prclly ccrLalnly." 



pm 



Chapter Three - Introducing Jack 

]| ha'> brcn prfvlou&ly iilalcd Ihal AunI Mir>'^ nephew, Jsck, 
vii fiCaprgiBce. Bnd asdflighlful as si: apcg raccTi gcnfraLly etc. 
Il go^s wllbiDul saying Ibial he vts goad-looking, and dTcduisc 
he miLkl hive bfcn jally and pleasant oi he nouldn'l havr bern 
■vD [DpulBC Aiv a miller of ficl, lack wis very gond-loo k ing, 
unuiuaLly jolLj, and uncDm niDnl y popular. He was one of Ihe 
beM liked men in each of ihe [:DMege'i which he hid mended. 
There w as bo m c Itiiug sa winning aboul his smllir and hi'> elcinal 
good humor ihal no one cicrlcieiLl lo dlivlikc him. and if an^'onc 
ever had Irled bicorsbic would nol have iucc ceded for verj' long. 
Il Ie juobabi}' very unroniiuHlc Ihil the worid n so full of Ihl^ 
lypc of young mm, bul Ihil which should cause us all lo hive 
Inrimlc pallence wilh Ihem !■> Ihe redcclion of biow much more 
unlorlunile il would be if lhe>' were suddenly ellnnualcd Irom 
Ihe generil scheme of Itiiug'k. 

Like all college boys. Jack hul a chum The chum wts 
Roberl Burnell, another chBrming young fellow of one-and- [QUI 
Iwenly, whose education had been so coivmopolilan in design 
and ivo palnolic in priclice Ihal he alwayb i^iid "Sacre bleu" and 
"Donnerweller' when he ihoughl of il, ind "Grcal Scoll' when 
he didnl He and Jack were ts congeniil a pair as ever cxi^lcd, 
and Ihey had jusi aboul as much in common as Ihe auni ol Ihe 
one lud Ihe falhcr ol Ihe olher had hid lo piy for. 

En Ihe Februiry of Ihe year of which I wnK, Wishinglon, 
celebriling his birlhday as usual, gi^e ill ,\iiiericaii ^ludenl^ 
Iheir usuil chance lo celebrale wilh him. Cclebralioiii were 
Icmplilions in^amalc lo Jack, and he was feeling frowuingly 
whil a clog AunI Miry\ laleiil epislle was up^u his joyv, ivhen 
his fiiend cimc lo [he rcBcue wiEh in ijivilaliou lo spend the 
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ilnublf hoLldBy |]l iloublril Ihil yeat — Sunday, yau know) at ^bc 
braud-n^A anccMn] casllc uhl^bi Burncll ^i^r^ hsd Ju'il finishfd 
building for hiii dc^cendsnls ll may br imagined Ihil Jack 
accepted Ihe invllalion wilh alacnlj, and ihal hiJi ncvcr-very- 
downcasl he»n bounded gleefully bughcr ihan uiual over Ibic 
profjiccl of Iwo dayv of pleiHure in Ihe conn liy 

ll IS nol necesikiij' Id ^IhE^ where ihc ciElir or Ihe Bnmells 
wts ereclfd, but il wis in a beanliTuI regicn, and ihf Enonltil^ 
magazine?! had wnllenil upandcilleiLl ll in an: h ilecl u ral Iriumph. 
IDTfil Thcounerluily agreed ^ i Ih I he mon Ihly m agizlnes . and hi'i pndc 

found yen I in a ho ube- n ann i ng u hich filled every gueii I chamber 
in Ihe plicc. 

The fesllvi lies were In full lowing before the ypungeM^ion and 
hm friend arrived, and when Ihe dog-carl, which bmughl Ihem 
from Ihe slilian, drew up under Ihe mighly porle-coc here wilh 
iE fctir alcne lians, nmpint in four differeni direc lions, Jack 
fell one of Ihnse delicious Ihnlls "'hich run Ihrough one under 
parlKularly hojieful and b ud^ i n I ei rcumsl ances 

"[l\ like walking m a novel," his Triend said; an ihey enlered 
under some heavy drapenes which Ihe Fuolmiii pnivhed i^ide and 
found a liny ivpirBl slii re aiie. which wound il:^ way aloCl m i ivlyle 
Ihal Jack liked immenively and Ihe I aller agreed »'ilh all his heart. 

The ilalrcase led Ihem lo Ihe Ihindlloor and when Ihey emerged 
therefrom ihey IDund ihemselves In a big bem i-c i rcul ar billiaid 
■□om, ivilh a fireplace al each end large enough lo put one or 
ihe lables in, and cuc^ ind cannleis ind slook ind divans and 
ivmoking ulensih 'kUlflcienl Fnr a reglmeni 

"I leJI you, the is ihe way Ed da ihings," exclaimed Burnell, 
"Isnllljolly^TimeDf your life. aid mjn.llmcof your life' — And, 
oh.by ihe way," hesald, suddenly' inlerrupiinghlm&elf, "I wonder 
IDJTl if my 'vl'iler's go I here yel'" 

"Which sliler?" Jack inquired, far his friend was o ne o f a very 
laige rimil>', and he had met several af Ihem on Iheir various 
visits Id lawn. 
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"Belly — Ihc one "'ho bcBis ill Ibic olbicPv holLi>"'," — bul jusC 
Jbicrc ihc ciinvcrsBllpn waiv broken o£f b>' Ihc icrvanii cpniLng 
up Ailh Ihe luggage and 'celling Iwa doDJik open Lhit stiawed 
fbcm Iwo bLg rooms, bjlh cwiulivllelj' furnisbicd, and bcnh wilh 
wlndou'ii Ihil louked out, fiiM on lo a Munc balu'ilcadc and 
i^econdly on la i superb view over Ihe river and Ihe mDuul al n^ 
beyond. 

The men uoslripped Ihe ihingiv and weni iwi^', leaving such 
H pleuiludc of com fori behind Ihem as led lack lo fling biimsclr 
inlD Ibie most luxurious chiic In Ihe n>Dm and 'Icel^ti hi' ann& 
and legs far lud wide In ulleccoulenlmejil. 

Eumell walk flivhlng far hn key ring. 

"It's ■ grcal old place, Kn'l il^" he remarked pa reni helically. 
"Grcal Scoll[ bul 111 bel we have Fun ihese Iwo dayfii And If my 
sl&ler Belly m here — " He paused expressively. 

"Doenn'lshe live al home^" Jack asked. 

"She'sjusl come home, she's been in England forlhiee yeiis. 
Oh, bul [ lell you she's acorkcrf" 

"I should Ihink — ~ 

The senlencc "'as never ccmpleled beciu'ie a voice wilhoul 
ike HDl- al logel her-e losed door cried: laiSI 

"Nd, don't Ihluk. pleise, tel me come in Instead. ~ And In ihc 
&ime Inslanl Bumell made one leip and Clung ihe dear open, 
ciymg as he did so' 

"Belly I" 

Then laek. bunching ikOmewhal hK slarfish allllude, looked 
acrouv Ihe room and realized iitslinlly ihal il was all up wilh him 
forever ifler. 

Because — 

Bcc ause she w hi> slood I here i n I he door waiv qui le I he s"celcsl, 
Ihe loveliesl, ihe mo^l inleresling looking girl whom he hid ever 
laid eyes on, and when she was seized In her brDlher''v arms, artd 
kissed by her brolher's lipt. and dragged by her brolher's hinds 
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wfir IhCd iFif room, she piDvot lo br b Ihnu'viniH llmcv maie 

] ITC'vL'vl] b Lf IhlU 3l flFTil 

"I SI J, Belly, you're absoLulely prellier ihan ever," bicr bmlbicr 
cxclBlined, holding bier h lillJe off from him ind auncylng bicr 
cnlicBlly and Ibicn bic seemed lo remember hl^ fncnd^ ca lilcijcc, 
and, liimmg lomnd him, announced pioiidly: 

"My lilFklerBenhi.' 

Jack wa^ ^landing up now ind thinking how lovely her eyrs 
were juH il Ihal inslanl when Ihey were meeling his for Ihe 
fiml lime, ihinting min.bi else loo Tbilnkmg ihal Monday wf 
|D»| only Iwn days t^ty (biiug M'.f Ihlnking Ibial su^bi a smile v,ti 

never known before, thinking ihal he hul I'^ufsiheid hI college, 
Ihinkin^ Ihal ihc curL on her forehead was simply dl^lracling 
|where»s ill ol her like ^.llrl'v were horndV Ihlnking Ihal he mighl 
oul college and — 

"ftTy chum. Jack [Jcnham," Burncll conllnued, proving in Ihe 
■vimc inslanl how rapidly ihe mind may work since his fnend 
had compaivsed ha encyclopedia ol 'venlimenl and pfobabilily 
belween Ihe Iwo halves of i formal inlniduclion. 

"Oh, I'm very glid lo mecl you. Mr. Denham,' she &H>d, 
pulling oul her hand — and he look and held il JusI long enough 
Ta reiliie Ihal hi: really ab< holding II, before i^he look II away 
la keep for her own agiin 'I've aflen heird af you, and often 
wlshenl [ mighl know you." 

"I'm awfully glad la heir yau say ihal." he said, 'and ^f I 
■vhould have ihe royal luck lo be neH la you al dinner, il doesn'l 
seem lo me Ihill shall hive Iheslrenglh lo kcepTiom telling you 
why." 

She clapped her hand'i al ihis, jml as a very lillle girl mighl 
hive done 

"If Ihal Is ivo, [ hope Ihal Ihey will pul you nexl lo me al 
dinner,' she said gayly, "but If Ihey don'l. you'll lell me some 
other lime, won'l you? I'm always so inlereMed in whal peo|4c 
IDMI hive lo lell me aboul myself.' 
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BumctI bfgBn Id laugh 

"Jich,~ he st\6. ~l yee ihal we'd bfllfrhavf i c[eat anil ibovf- 
board undfislBnding nghl in ihc beginning and ^o I'll jitl If II 
you Ihil Ihii 'vl^lcrorminf, who Ep[VHis vi guilr IfiS. i;i Ihc very 
wi>Pvl (lirl cicr. She look^ honcM, bul sbic cani Icll Ibic Irulh lo 
ikivc her neck. She lTleBn^ ucll. bul \ihe ulrivcv folk:^ lu suicide 
JiQl lor fun. SJic'd do Biiylhiiig lor i nobody In general, bul ivtien 
Ws ■ case or you individually stie wan'1 do a Ihing Id you. and 
you muM heed m>' wonJiv and be FDrewHrned and Idreanned f ni m 
now on. MuHln'l he Beliy^" 

A I Ihin Ihe !ii!iler laughed, naddi ng qui le aii gayl}' as If tl wcic 
B laughing mailer, innleHd of Ihe DpciiLng move In a [vii&ibLy 
ie no us — Irem e ndo usi y seriit u^ — g b me o f Life 

"ll's awful lo hive lo subs^.ribe Id," she said, wilh dancing 
eye\i: "bul I'm alrald ll's I rue. I'm ccBliy quile a rcprobBle. ind I 
idmll il rrinhly. And everyone Uk so gond Id mc thai I never gel 
H chance lo refnrm. And so — and so — " 

"Bul ihen, I supfwse [ oughl li> ivam her ibpul you, loo," 
Slid Burnell, lurning i^nddenly loward his fnertd. "il Isn'l fair 
la &hDW her up ind rtol show you up, you know And reilly. 
Belly, he's almosl as bad as you are yourself I may leli you 
in conlidence — in slricl confidence |for il'^ only been In a few |ail| 
newipapePvf — Ihal he hasn'l gol his b rcic h-of-prom ise suil ill 
compmmbsed yel. .\^k him lo deny il. if he can'" 

The sisler looked suddenly ^larlled and curious artd Jack fell 
himself lo be blushing dcspcralely 

"I don' I look as if he va lying, do I?" he a^ked smiling, "be 
Jioneivl now, toryoucani^ee Ihal Bumell and I bolh are ~ 

"No, youdoni,' she nald "You look as if il was a vei^ 4nie 
bill ' 

"Il IS," he i^aid; "and il'^ ^^Ing <" be an awfully big one, loo, 
I'm if raid." 

"I woEildn'l have Ihonghl you were such a bad man," it\d Ihe 
&lEler ever so sweclly, "bul I kke bad men They inlere^il mc. 
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They—" 

"Thcrci — I sec your finish," ^Bid Eumc II. "Thjii one of her 
Tivarlle ofvnlnf plays ll!i ill up wllh ^ou. lick, Bitd ^oiir lunt 
will have Id la ga down foe Binl her d im age imi I when ynu begin 
lo neireive Ihal >'ou have hid enough of our family Hul you'll 
have lo gel oul naw. Belly, and lei him gel drciiied Idr dinner. 
Ydu ueedu'l cry ahoul il eilher Fur he'll even morr allFaclivc in 
his glad cigiv Ihsn he c in his lallway dusl — my word of hamr 
on II." 

"I look nice myself when I'm dinner-dressed," '>i\d Ihe iiiler, 
pni "'yo I sympBlhIze wilh him and I'll go wilh pleiiure Good-bye " 

She son of backed low aid ihednonnd lack spring lo open il 
for her. 

"Ynu cin kiivs her hand, II you like." Hurncll iviid kindly. 
"They do in Gennany, you know. I don'l mind and mamma 
necdn'l know." 

"ftTay I?" Jick I'lked her and ihcn hecaughl her cyeimzr her 
brolhfr''^ bcul heid ind added, mi quickly Ihal Ihcre was haidly 
any break al all bel*een I he words "Sonieolhcr lime?" 

"Some olher llme,~ she said, wllh a wodd of meaning in the 
promKe, ind Iheu '>he flaivhed one wonderful loak siriighl inla 
his eyes ind was gone. 

"Isu'lshegreal?" Burnell asked, unlocking h ^ su i [-c ase In Ihe 
moslpiDvokingly every-day ilylcisif ihifidiy was *nevcr>'-day 
sorl of day and nol Ihe beginning and end of all Ihings "Oh, I 
Icll you, I'm almosl dolly over Ihilsislcr myself " 

"Do yon i^upposc ihal I could manage lo have her for dinner'" 
Jick askol. feeling de^jieralely how dull any olher place al ihc 
I able would be now 

"Jdan'l know. When I go down lo my molherl'll Irylo manage 
II; shall I""" 

"I wish you would." 

"I reckon I can, bul, greil loads of fire, fellow? doni (hink 
you cm play lag wllh her. ind feel funny al Ihe finish She'll do 
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you u p com pi clcl>' . and never lurn a biiir bicrnclf She's always al 

il. Stir dDn'l mfin lo be ccufl, bul she's UHlunlly i cifeilvdidus |ai3| 

inrmal. It's ttFTlillke wiy." 

Jack did nol look asdlivmaL aiv he should ha>f done, hrsmllrd, 
ind iDokedDul of Ihc window iibilr uE. 

"She'll hive Id mjrrj' so m cone so me day, joir know," hf said 

IhoughlfulLy. 

"Mavf lo miny Aomeonc somt diyV Bumell cned. "Why, 
&hf Is miinrd Dldu'l you know ihaL^" ind he unbuckled Ihc 

shin ponfollo as he sjuke Jusl aiv If ci I am i lirs ind tragedies and 

^■tooling slaPv might not follow on Ihc heels of such a simple 
statement a\i Ihat last. 

|[ WIS an awfu^ momenl.bul poor Jack did manage toco nil nuc 
looking oul or the window. I f any gieiler dem and had been made 
upon hkm he mighl have i^unk beneath the double weigh). 

"No." he ikiid at lisl, his voice pHmrully sleidy "I didn'l knnw 
It." 

Eucncll laughed hearllessly, hauling forlh his appiicL wllh a 
refmeiLl cruelly which look cacelul heed if pobSLble Interfolded 
&hoeb or c rav a ts 

"She marned an EnglKhman when ^he was mneleen yctn 
old," he said. "Thai was when they sent me to Eton thai litllc 
while, — until I drove ihe hone through ihedrug shop The time 
I lold you aboui.don'i you k.now^" 

"Yes, I remember," said Jack Me nbivened with sickening Iflill 
distmetnesik that ihe nighl had begun to Till, the river's i^llver 
ribbon hid become i black snake, and that the mounlain range 
beyond loomed chill ind dark and cheecles'v. "I guess I oughl to 
be gelling mlo my things," he said, moving toward his own door. 

"ThereS ■ bath in here," his friend called after him "We're to 
divide It " 

"Sure," was the reply II sounded a tnfle ihiek 
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"I don'l Ihink Ihil ihcoughl Id," said Ibic bn>lhcr Li> biimscLf, ts 
he begin lo lira"' oul his slick- pin before I bic mi ceo c, "[ do n 'I c etc 
if she hi mj favonic 'vliiler — I don' I Ihink IhBlsbic oughl fo." 

Then t\c wen I on lo niBke ready for Ibie 'vc^.urillg of ht'> half of 
the bilh, ind fanhwllti forgol hiii smlfr and ht'> Triend 



IDHI 



Chapter Four - Married 



1L »'3;i almo^l like a /icenc al a ball, Ibic grral iv billr-i nul-gu Id 
muiiic ruum before d Inner Ihal mghl The Eumell famiLj proper 
numbered fiClcen among Ihemncl vcs, and I here irre nearly Ihirly 
gueMs added. Il was entirely loo laige a house parly lo hive 
handled succeiivful I y for vcr>' long, bul il would be musl awfully 
joLl>' for ihrec or four dayv; and nr>w, when ihe whole cnjwd 
were galhered waHmg for dinner, Ihe picture waa one of such 
bubbling joy I Hal lack's vcrj' heavy bie a rl seemed Id biLmieLf Ii> be 
lemblj oulaf pLacc Ihere ind he wondered "'helher he should be 
able lo pul up even a fairly preiienlible froni during ihe endless 
hours Ihal musl ensue before Ihe lime for breaking up irrived 

Eurnell look him all around and inlroduced hjm Id people in 
general, and people in general seemed lo him lo merely bring 
Ihe fad of her pre- cnlLne^^. c marc vividly Ihan ever bclore his 
mind, lie IDund himself looking ever>'where bul il Ihem loo, and laHl 
lislemng u'llh in aculely sensilive ear for '^Dund'vquileolher Ihan 
those ol Iheir variou'v lips Eul elernal di'iippiiLnlmenl rewarded 
his eyes tnd an. She was nowhere. 

So he Hiked blindly abanl nolhing lo all Ihe nobodies and 
laughed slupidly over all iheii slupidilies unlil — suddenly and 
wilhoul any warning — a fearful jump m his Ihroal seni Ihe 
mercury in his conslilulion shooling up lo l60. and he siw, 
heard, fell, gasped, and knew, Ihal Ihil radianl angel in silver 
lEsuc who bad jlsI enlere^i the farkhei end cf ibc room wis 
indubllably Merself. 

iManled'l 

lie quile forgol who, whal tnd where he wis. There was a 
somebody lalking lo him — a veiy iwful and bony young lady, 
bul she faded so eomplelely oul of the geneial scheme of his 
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InnncdlBCf pta^^^ Ihal bII Ibic use bic made uf her ivbh Co ^larc 
□vec biirr hesd al Ihe duvlsnl appBcilKin IhsL u'sii become, now 
ind IDrrvcr, hin AlJ In All. Ttif ili'ilanl appinlion had nol hfd 
when \he hsd loLd him up in bier bn>lher's loom Lhil nhc mo, 
looked "nice" when dressed for dinner Only ihc wonil "nkc" 
WIS ti wilcred milk li> Ihe chBmpBgnc of her appearance. Sbic 
wts gowned !iu[vrbl>' and her Ihroal snd inns were hair bsred 
by ihe folds of silvered lace, her hiir filled inio ihe back af her 
PJH neck in Ihe smiwlhesl mas^ of puiTs and eoils, and ibe cuil on 

her forehead wis moiedi&Uaeling Ihan ever. 

|Marnedi> 

SheEcemed Id bespeaking Id everyone, a nd eve ij'o ne seemed 
lo beenjwding aiound her He could n'l go up like everyone else, 
because Ihe iwfnl ind bony young lady wis lalking hard al him 
and heigh lened her charms wilh i smile ihal look up Ino-firihii 
of herTicc, ind wrinkled all Ihe icsl. 

Mer name was Lome — Maude Lome, lie knew Ihal she musi 
be 1 iclalnc wllhoul being lold. because olherwiseshe would n'l 
have been inviled al all Anyone could divine Ihil 

"Oh, un't dear Belly jusi lovety^" ihiE feirful freak said "I 
Ihink she's jusl loo Lovely for anylhmgl She^ my couF^in, you 
know, we're oflen mislaken for one anolher." 

"I can well believe 1 1," said Jack, heiviLy, no I ceasing lo slirc 
beyond ts he said il. 

|Marnedi| 

"Oh, you're flallenng me' Because she's ever so much prclllcr 
than I am, and I know il " 

He didn'l reply II had suddenly come over him lo wonder 
whelher Ihere ever hid been an lulhenlic cise of heartbreak. 
Because he had Ihe mosi tcnible a^he nghl in hU left side' 
|D(H] IMarrietl' Mamedi| 

"Bui, ihcn,' Miss Lome conlmued, "I'm yaunger Ihan she 
Is Her being miTned miken her seem young, but she's rcilly 
Iwenly-four I'monly Iwcnty." 
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He ihuL biis eyes, and ihcn opcnaf fhcm. He *i^hcd bic 
hadnl cumc here, End Ibicn grew ivhlvcry li> Ihink Ihil he nii^bil 
have htjipcaeii nol Id. lud ill Ihc while Ihsl aivCul Iwlslmg and 
wrenching al hiii hcirl wa^ gel ling voise ind worac. 

(Mairled' Manied' ManioELt 

Eucnell came upju'l Ihcn u'llh a man wrinng a inDnDcFc and 
prc!icnlcd him lo Den ham, Bnul loclhwilh handed Ihc bony couF^in 
Id fiLii safe- kccpi n^. 

"She's B greal pilL, Knl 'vhc'"' he begin, h& ihe coupLe moved 
H»ay; and I hen he flopped &hon. "Wtial^ Ihe millci^" he asked. 
"Skk''" 

"I bope nol," said 3ick, Irying Id ikmile 

"¥du laak hippetl." bis fncnd said anxlDU&l^' "Beller go gel 
I bricer, you'll have lime If yau huir}' Ydu ciu'I be sick before 
dinner, because I'le been moving ill ihe caids iiDund so as Id 
gel Belly uexl Id you. and I could never gel Ihem back as Ihey 
were before If you gave onl il llie lisl mlnule." 

"I don'l belteve I'm lJI,~ &iid lick, Irying Id ceihze wKelher 
■he news Ihal she was lo be hl^ {IDr dinner) made him feel any 
beller OF only JusI aboul ihe same "I dnn'l knou' whil alls me. |am 
Do 1 looksecdy''" 

"¥du iDok son of knocked oul, Ihil's i1l,~ said Eumell. 
'PechapF^, ihough. Il was Juiil Ihe hiving lo lalk lo my cousin 
Miude so long isn'l she Ihe limil, ihough"" Bui Til leil >ou Ihe 
one big Ihing aboul Ihal gicl: She':^ io^l ihe biggesl kind of a 
e>lch. She was my uncle's elde&l child, she's woeiIi Iwelve lime:^ 
whal lU}' of us ever will be." 

"Tm sure 'he'll need il,~ liiid Jack hearlily 

"You're righl Ihcre," liughed his fncnd "bul you've gol lo 
hurrj' and gel jour brandy now if you wanl il, beciuse lhej''ll be 
going oul in 1 miiiiile.'' 

"Oh, I'm ill nghl." sitd Ihe pooi chip, slralghlemng hl^ 
shouldeis back a lillle "I can make oul well enough, I'm snic. I 
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I blink I'd bfllf rgD ovrr by yoursiMfr lud Id hrr knnw Ihil I'm 

ready i^hcn Ihc hour of need JihaLl ^Iritc " 

Bucnirl nonldrd inul Ibiru he wcnl on lud his fnfnd walked 
down the iDom, na one bul him&elr knowing Ibial he was making 
hla WH>' inio Ihe Iidh'e |dt, lalhec, Llones!i\^ ulen. 

And ihen bic piiiiCiLl ihcre beside her Oh! she Was iieven 

milliDU limen lovelier (.lo'^e Lo than far iwa^' AIL Ihe col aboul 

Venus ind i^l allies ind paiulings and Helen of Ted y was nowhere 

IDni be&ide Hec and he Tell tiiiv ivlrenglh coinf siirgi ng in ighl i ly upwaid 

ind Ihen — oh Hcivens' 

She looked up — looked so sweelLj up — righlinlo bii'vejcv and 
'^m I lenl 

"I expect you ire lo like me inio dinner," she n aid, ind al tier 
wordik Ihe man whn had been I al king lo her m unn u red so mel h ing 
mei n I ngles:^ and go I nuloTlheir wiy 

"I believe sn." he said 

She iDse and he nolKed Ihil ihe lop of her heid whs jitl 
level nilh his coal lapel lie wondered, wilh i mi'verable pang, 
where she came lo on hi^i husband^ coal and wilh Ihe wonder 
his sucging sirenglh surged suddenly oul lo sci igam and lefl 
him leeling like Sim&on when he awoke lo Ihe reilizalionorhis 
hiiicul. 

"DinncKE vei}' lile,' \he Eiid, quile aik if life presenled no 
problem whilcver 'you see. il!i ihc firsl big company in Ihe 
houie We wecc only sevcnleen lasl nighl. and lo-nighl we'cc 
focly-five ll makes a difference " 

"I oan imagine so," he said He was auddenl} iculely iwaie 
of feeling very awkward, and of finding hei differeni — quile 
diffcreni from whal ivhc had seemed up in her brolhcr's room. 

"Whil t\ il''~shc asked ifler a minule, looking up al him, and 
then ivhc ivhowcd Ihal she was conscious of Ihe change, forshc 
|D<I] iddcd. "Somclhing ha'> happened; EoD has been Eaying mean 

ihings iboul me Id you^" 
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"Yc^ he ulid Irll mc ^iD niclhlug." t\c Bdmilled, anil jusl Ibirn 
IliF bulLf r 3nni>uni:cd dl n ncr. 

"Whildid hclcll JO u^" she iJikal, a^lhcy moved Bwiy "How 
CDuLd he say mjlbilng woPvC Ibian whil he '>t\d before me''" 

"Me lold mc ^omclhmg ihal ^a^ woiyc — much wdisc." 

She LoDked liDublfil and aik II she did nol undfPvlBnd 

"Bui he Slid ihal I was i flirl, and Ihil I couldn't speak Ibic 
Irurh, and ihiL I diove people — " 

"Yei.l remember all Ihal; bul ihm wm infinilcly ivorae." 

"Inrinilcly woise'" 

"Yes ■■ 

She slopped in tn ingle wbiere Ibie big room dwindled inlo a 
n ana w gallery, and slired islonished. 

"I cin'l il all under^l and , " '>he '>t\6. 

"No. you cin'l," he siid, "»nd I ^.all'l Lcll you — I musln'l lelL 
yan — haiv lemble il is lo me 1o look il you and Ibiink ol ^htl bic 
lofd me." 

Afler i second she weni on agiin and prcvCnlLj Ihey entered 
ihc dining-ioom The confusion of ruMling skirliv and ■vLiding 
etiairi quilc covered iheir ivpeech lor i moment and made Ihem |ai?| 
seem almost aJonc. Her biaud had been resling on his ann and 
no A she drew lI ouI. looking up il him again is she did so Her 
cyd hid a prcmonllory mi'l over Ibiem 

"For Heaven's iiake," she said ver>' eameslLy, "lell me whil tic 
'iiid''" 

He "■assiLcnl. 

"TelL me," she pleided. 

He A as still SI lent. 

"Tell me,"fitie ivaid Lmneriously 

He com Lnuenl siLcnl. They sal down 

"Mr Denhim," she said, is she look up her napkin and bier 
voice grew very low, and yel he heard, "[ don'l Ihink ihal wc can 
prelend lo be joking any longer. You are my brother^ friend, and 
I am I mirned woman. Please Ireil me as yaushcuFd." 
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"Thil'sjuM II," ^aid Jack. "Ihil's bLI ihcrc Lv Id H ll wouldn"! 
hive amounlcd li> Bnylhin^ cn.cpl for Ibial — ur pcrhainv, if il 
hadnl bcru for Ihil, il mighl hive amounlecl Id i grcil dcil.' 

"If II hadn'l been for whal^" 

"For >our being mirried ' 

Shequlleslarled in her lie al. 

"Whildo you mein""' 
lEHll "¥du see I never knew it before.' 

"Vnu never kneiv "'Hal before^" 

"Thil you ivcre mirried." 

"LTiilLl v-hen''" 

"Unlil afler you wcnlonlDnhe idoiii ln-nighl." 

The men "cre pull i ng I bic c L» ms »ro u nd She seemed lo reflecl. 
And ihcnsbic jicppcred and ■villcul Ihem b efo re s he spj te. 

"Bob IS very wn>ng lo lalh so," '>he \t\a al lasl, inching up her 
forlt. "when you're his fnend, Idd.' 

he foted his clani'v — he haled clam'^. 

"] suppose men Ihinh il^ Bniu'viug li> do such ihings," she 
eanlinued, "bul I Ihink il^ as ill-bred as praci le a L Jo k i ng.' 

"Birl you are mimed." hesald.lrymg fieirely lo [^eppcriome 
lasle iniD Ihe lasleless Ihings before him 

"Yes I'm marrLed." she idmilled IranqullLj, "bul Ihen. my 
husband ■tenl lo AI^^.»so ■voun aflenvardiv Ihil he h a rd ly seemed 
lo couul al all \nd Ihen he waik hllLeiLl Ihece; so, iflcr ihal, he 
Aermed loeounl less Ihau eier.' 

The air dinged eiclamallnu jmnK and ihe mm on ihe niher 
ikide ikpohe Id her Ihen so Ihal her lummg la answer him gave 
Jich lime la rilLy his wlls 

fA widow 11 

Then she lumed baek and iviid: 

"1 Ihink Hob myUfied yau un necc^ivi n Ly. Cil couisc 1 don'l 
IDI41 flallcr myself Ihal you've ivuffered." 

"Oh, bul I hivc,~ he hasleued Id assure her. 

fA widoivl A widow!) 
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"Bur 1 1 alwiys milieu idlffcrrncf whclhcii ivomin is juirricd 

or Tiol." 

"I should say ll did," he Inlfmipird again "ll niahiz'i bII Ibic 
difference in ihe world." 

Allhamhe laughed oulngbil, and ^Dineaue suddenly' ibiilraclcd 
Ihe diMaslefuL elaiii!i and subMlluled fuc Ihem b gulden and 
glanoiu SDiip, and music arunded rorlh fioni ikOmc invKlble 
quarlel, »nd — and — 

(A widowl A widow! A widnw'i 
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Chapter Five - The Day After 
Falling in Love 



The ncM daj wji a vci>' mcmonbtc day for Jack. The di>' tfter 
B fsLling in love Ie alwiya t rrd-lf4tfidi}', bul Ihc day allcr Ibic 
fHlling In Javf — ah' 

One loo k^ back — rarback — lo I he day befrrc »nd ihoiehnuis 
of Ihf day befDi?, when her sun hid no I >'el d aiv ucd and ivl nigg LiZ' 
Id rccoLlecl *hal ends life could have rcpresenlcd Ihc^n \nd one 
loaks forward lo Ihe neilday, Ihe nexl week, the ne^l^'cir — bul, 
pacliculacly lo Ihe iie\l morning wllh sensations as i ndcvc n b ib Ic 
as Ihcy arc dell|hirul. 

Whichever *ay >ou lip ll, ihe kaleidoscope of Ihc fulurc 
accanges ilscif in equally allcacllve shapci of rainbaw hue, and 
ihc pipivpec I Dver I md o r sea — even If 1 1 K n i nlng — looks b ril 1 1 a nl 
green, and brighler red, and brighlesi yellow 

Up-in Ihilglonous "ncxl day" of lick's Ihc weal her was qui Ie 
nhmg ipan forFebruiry — parlakingof Ihc^irmlhof May, and 
IDVII owing Ihal fad Id tsnn which eirly June need no I have scorned 

lo omn Under Ihe cl re umivl ancc^ Ihc hou'vc parly overflowed Ihc 
house and rivagcd ihe surrounding counlry and Jack and Mrs. 
RosHcoll began il all by hiving Ihe highesi carl and Ihe la'^lcsl 
cob m iheslablci ind miking lor I he lorcsl jusl is ihe clock wis 
loMing len 

"Do you wani agioom?" asked Bumell, who wisoccasionilly 
very cmeL. 

"Well, I'm nol going lo wail for him logel reidy now," replied 
his sisler, who hid sharp wiCik and did nol disdain lo give PL'en 
her own family Ihe bencfilof ihem. 
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Then \he gilhcrcd up Ibic rcln^ ind whip in b mosl ^^.[cnllflc 
manner, and Ibicy were off. Jick folnlcd his Brnis He vf^ ■vim ply 
flaadnl, drcnchol, and saluralcd "'Hh joy The evening before 
had been BLyvlum when she had only been hiii now ind igain 
for a minute's conversallon bul now '>he ab:^ Io be his and his 
B Lane un 111 — unlil lhe>' ^.al^e back — and his mind seemed able Id 
giB&p no dearer aul lines of Ihe fonn which Ell^iv Incirnalc may 
be ikUppoived Io lake He didn'l care ivtierc Ihey wcnl or whal 
"hey iviw nr whBl I hey lalkedof, jusi if only he and she mighl be 
going, seeing, tnii talking far Ihe bcncfll of one another and of 
one inolher alone 

Thc>' bowled iwBy upjn a firm, hard road Ihal skirled the 
park, ind Ihen plunged deeply inin Ihe foresl. Mrs Rosneoll lOITI 
handled Ihe reins and Ihe whip wilh Ihe hands of an experl 

"I like Id drive,"ikiidshe. 

"¥du appeirlD," he answered. 

"T like Io do cverylhing,' she sa^t^ "I'm verj' alhlclie and 
encrgellc " 

"I'm glad of Ihal." he lold her warmly. "I like alhlelie girk." 

He really Ihou^hl Ihal he wa^ speaking Ihe Irulh, allhough 
u[un Ihal fiisl da^' if she had declared herself iaty and languid 
he would have found her equally Io his la-ivle — bccau'vc It was Jhc 
firs I day 

"Thaf^ kind of ^'ou, afler my speech," she said smiling, "bul 
lel^ wail a bil befo re we begin Id lalk aboul me. Lei iblalk aboul 
youfiisl — you're ihe company, you know " 

"Bul Iherc'^ nothing Io lell aboul me." said Jack, 'excepi ihat 
I'm always in difflc^thics — financial — or olhcrwise. — uflcnesi 
'olherwise,' I must confess." 

"Bul you have a nch aunl, haven'l you^" said His RobscoH. 
~l itioughl Ihal I had heani aboul your aunl." 

"Oh. yes, I have a nch aunl." lack '>tid. laughing, "and I can 
assure you thai if i am no! much credil Io my aunl, my aunl islhc 
grealesi poivsi ble cred il Io me." IQJFII 
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"Yc^ I've heard IhBl, liK> " ^atii Mm RdsscdII , jo [ni ng in I tie 
laugh, "ynu iee I'm "cLl [oMcd " 

"If liau'ir ikD well [x>sLfd bs Id mc," Jack '>ii6. "do be hind and 
jiDEl mc t llirle IE Id youmelf. Ydu don'l nerd inrormalion snd I 
do " 

She rumed and laak^j it him. 

"Whil!.hBl1 I lell you fiis[?" she inquired. 

"Tell me whal yDU like »nd whfll yDudDn'l like — and ihal will 
give mc courage lo da I he same Lilcr." he added bDldly. 

She I B untied oulnghl al Itial and I hen sobered quickty 

"I loLd you Ihal I liked lo drive and lodn everylhin^," iiheiiEkd 
lightly; "whal eliiodo yDU winl Id know iboul?" 

"Whil yDudl&lihe." 

"Bui [ don'l knDiv of inylhing ihal I d [ivli kc; " sbic s aid ihougbil- 
fully — "jierbiaj>v I don'l like Englmd [ »m nDl sure, Ihnugh I 
had I |H^ly gDod lime Ihere afler ill — only you knDW, being m 
maucnlng ^t:^ so ivlupid .^nd Ihen. Idd, I didn'l fil inlo Iheir 
idcii I really didn'l seem Id gel Ihe Irue i n"' aid ness o f "■ h al v,t' 
e* pec led of me Oh. I never dircd Id Ihem kno"' il home *hal 
B failure f was as an Engll^khwDinan I morllfied my tiusband':^ 
sl&leni ill Itic lime. JievI Itiink — after i whole ycir I oflen forgot 
LC49I lo say 'Finey now'' ind used Id ivay 'Good gjaciDiET in&lcul." 

Jack laughed 

"My hiubind^ ^Lvlera were ^'ery unhipp>' aboul II. They did 
win I Id love me. because I hadsa much mDne>'. bul it was iDugh 
WDrk for Ihem. Did you n'er knDW any middle-aged EnglLih 
young lidieik?" \he anked him suddenly. 

"Nd, I never did," he &iid. 

"Rcilly, lhe>'seem lo be alhing apart Ihalcan'lgiowanjwherc 
bul In England. Every mamed man ha' not lesi ihan Iwo. rmr 
mare than three, ind the>' always are a lillle^riy aitd embroider 
very nieely Someone told me Ihit is long as there'iv iny hope 
ihey wcirsloul boots and walk ibout aitd tiuni, but a^ soon as it's 
hopeless I hey lake lo embroidering.' 
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"ll musl be rilticr a blue day for ihcm ivbicn ihcy decide 
dcfiuilfly In make Ihe ^biaugc," said Ji^k 

"I never Ihoughl of Ibiil," ^iid Mis. RobJiCDll Jiobcrly. "Of 
cauiscil muEll I wiik alwH^s veij'good Id I hem. I give Itirm ever 
■vo many ihings ihil I couLd have UHcd longer myself, and Ibiej 
uicd lo ^el pieces af mu&lin in behind Itie Dpen-wack places and 
wear Ihem " 

She sighed 

"ll'iv quile as bad as being a Girlon gM," she sad. ~Da you 
know whil 1 Girlon girl t\?' 

"Nd,I donl." [QiOi 

"Ll'iv B girl fmin Girlon College lis Ihc mpivl awful freak yau 
ever saw They're really qiiHe beyond c>er>'lhlng They're so 
homely, and I heir hands and Teel ire so enonnous, and Iheirpin'i 
never pin, ind Iheir bells neier bell And no one h aa e ler m imed 
onconhem yeE'~ 

She pinived d ram alK illy. 

"I "'on'l cilher, Iheii," he declared. 

She Laughed al ihal, and lonched up I he cob a trifle. 

"Did you live long in England'''" he asked. 

"Forever!" she answered wilh emphasis "al leaivl il seemed 
like forever. Mammi lefl me Ihcre ithcn I was mneleen (she 
mimed me off belore 'ihe lell me. ol coiirse| and I ivlayed 
ihcre nnlll lisl winter — unlil I wis oul of my mourning, you 
luiDW — and then I was on ihc Conlinenl for a while, and Ihen I 
relumed To papa." 

"How do we sirikc you afler your long abicnce?" 

"Oh. you suil me idmirably," she said, lurnlng and smIJing 
squarely Inio his fice, "only I he Icjnble'and'of I he majority docs 
gel on my nerves somewhal." 

"Whil 'ind"''" 

"Maven'l you nolked^ Why when an Amencin runs duI of 
lalking material he JusI rests on one [var liLlle 'and' until a fresh 
run of Ihoughl overwhelms him. yon llslen lo the next peison |i>St| 
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you'cr I Bluing u'llh. and youH hear wbial I mr an.~ 

Jack rcfJfclfd 

"I will," tic^ald al la^r. 

The road wenl sweeping in and oul among a ihickcl of bete 
Itre Irimks lud bn>wn co (Hvcs, and Ihe^unLlghlfcIl Dulof ihcbluc 
ikhy above 'klraighl down ugvn Ihcir heads. 

"If il don'l in nay you, m} rcrernng Id England so oflcn." &ikI 
she prcscnily, "[ will '^lele Ibial Ibiiiv reminds me nl K»>''mcre Ibic 
[:aunlry place of my falhcr-ln-law." 

"Is your falhcr-Ln-law Living ycl?" 

"Dear me. yes — and slill has hold of Ihc lille Ihil I supposed 
] WIS gelling when I v,t-. mamed Id his cIdesL son. My falher- 
in-Law IS 1 parlicularly bicallhy oLd gentleman of elghly. He wf 
forly years old ivbien he marned He dldn'l expecl Id many, 
you tnpw — he couLdn'l ivec his w»y Id ever affjidlng II Bui bic 
Jumped InlD the lille suddenly and then, dF eaitisc, he mained 
ngbil tv,ty He had Id. You'd hnnw whal a blurry bie musi liivc 
been in Id look al my mamma-ln-liw^ pDrlrall." 

"Wis she Ml verj' bc» u llfu I '' " 

"Nd, she was so very hamel}' Maude's very Like her " 
IDUI Jack laughed 

She Laughed, loo. 

"Aren'l we happy logelhcr?~5he asked. 

"hly sky knoWk but one cloud." he rejDlned, "aitd Ihil is Ihal 
HDnday CDmes aflerSundiy." 

"Bui "cshaLI mcel agiin," 'aid Mm RdivScdII. "Becauiie.'she 
added m LHchicvDusly, "I don'l '.uppo've Ihil H\ on accouni of my 
eousin Maude Ihil you rebel il ihe approach of Monday.' 

"Nd," said Jaek. "Il luty nDl be polilc Id say sd Id yDU, bul I 
wish' I Ln Ihc leaivl ihinking of yDur cousin " 

"Pod r girl V said Mpv. Rosicoll IhnughlfuLlj' "and she w»4 ■» 
&WCCI Id jou. Idd. Musln'l lI be lerrible lo have a face liLu ihal""" 

"Il miEl Indeed." siid Jack; "I can ihink Df bul one thmg 

WD ISC.' 
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"Whil'"' 

"To many i face like ihil." 

She laugbird again 

"¥Du'rccrucl,"'vhciJcclarciJ.~»fler aLlhcr faccKnl hcrfnrlunc, 
SD whil docv ll mailer''" 

"Jldoc^n'l mailer al all lu mc," 'aid lack "I knum of very few 
Itiiug'v ihal can mailer le^s lu mc Ihin ^lis.s Lornr''k ficc." 

"Now, you're cruel igim, uid she wis sa nice la yau loo. 
AbHolulcly T dan'l bcLlcvc Ihil ihe cdgcv of her smile ciine 
lugel her iincc wbnlcsbic wis laLking lo you laivl mgbil " [Cli3| 

"Did>'ou ikp) un uii Id Ihalenlenl''" e a id Jack. "I wouldnl Jiive 
bclicveil ll of you " 

"Oh.E'm very awfuL,~'ihcTiaLd aInLy. "You'll be more ti urprised 
The firlhcryou penclrile inlii I he iv Lldcrncss o f my wb>s " 

"And when wllL I hive a chance lo plunge IjiIc I he ] irngle, do 
you Ihlnk^" 

"Any Salurdiy or Sunday ihal you happen lo be in lown." 

"Are you going lo live in lown?" 

"For a while I've laten a house unlil Ihe bcginmng of July. I 
cxfcelsome TrLends over, tad I want lo enlerlain I hem " 

Jack fell Ihe ^ky above become refuLgenl. lie wis in Ihe hibil 
of ivpending every Saturday nighl In Ibic cily — he artd Humell 
logelher. 

"May I CDjne as ofleu as I like''' he asked. 

"Ccrlarnly," said she, "because you know if you should come 
too oflen I cin lei I ihe min al (he door lo say I'm 'no I tl home' to 
you " 

"But If he eversay^: 'She'^ eioI al home la you,' I shall walk 
nghl in and fill ujnn Ihe mm ihal you are being al home lo jusi 
I hen " 

"Bui he 1^ a very lar^e mm " said Mr>. Rosscoll seriously, 
"he's lirgerlhan you »re, I Ihink." 

Jack fell ihe bLue heavens breaking up Inio ihunderbolls For 
his held al ihisapcech. 
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[DHI "Bui ['m 'way over \ix feel " he said his hearl going heavify 

fi&lfr, e\en while he laid him'^f If Ihil he migtil have known iL, 
inyhow. 

"He's all of SIX reel Iwo," ahe '>i\d medllalively "I do believe 

he's even lalLer [ remember liking him bI ihe fiisl glance, jusi 
becBUie bic ■vlnick me as so royal looking " 

He IV as miserably conscious of aciile disl reiis 

"□d — do you mind my ivmoking?" heslammered. 

fMighl have known Ihal, of couiikf , Ihcie was bound Id be 
Homeone like Ihal | 

"Nolal al^'ivhe rejoined amiably ""i like Ihe odor of clgaEellfii. 
Shall I slop a lillle, while yoii &el youn^el f afire?" 

"I I isn'l necciivar^' " bic said "I can sel myvclf afire uncieT any 
c iir u msla nc cs." 

he 111 a cigarelle. 

"Is he Engl isbi"" " he could n 'I help asking Ihen. 

"Yes " 'he 'Bid; "I like Ihe English " 

"You appear lo lite everjlhing lo-day " He did nol inlend fo 
seem biller, bul he did il iimnli^ii lion ally 

IConfounded luck some fellows tiave | 

"I do. ['m very well conleiil lo-diy." 

He was SI If n I, Ih inking 

"Well," she queried, aflera while 

He pulled himself logclher wllh an efforl 
|Di^] "I Ihink perhaps il'iv JusI as well." he said 

"Whal iiv juivl as weLr" 

"Thai [ know." 

"Know whil^" 

"Aboul him T ivhan'l ever lake ihe chances of calling on you 
now." 

She ^Hugtied 

"He would n'l pul yououl unleiis I lold him lo,' she said. "Vou 
ncedn'l be loo afraid ol him, you know." 

His face grew a Infle flushed. 
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"I'm i\al ifraiil " he said, bh coltfly is lI waiv in biim Id ivpf sk, 
'bill I'll Leave hini Ibic licld " 

She lumed anil looked al him. 

"The field ''" sbic Bikcd, wUh puzzled eyrbiavs 

"Vn, ■■ 

Then she frowned for an inslinl, and I hen a ivpec lei o f I ho ugbil- 
ray a uddeul}' CLew hcioss herTice and n he burst on I iHugbiing 

"Whj, [ da beLlevc," she cned mcmly, "I do believe you're 
jeilousof Ihe m»n al Ibic dnnr " 

"Weren'l you speaking ar a man in ihe draivi ng-iDom 7~ he 
H^ked, ill her phta\ai recuniug lo hl^ mind logelher 

"Nd," j^hcsaid laughing, "I wan ^jieahl ng □ f my foolman. Oh, 
you are ^i> luniiy " 

The ivay Ihe sun ikhDne siiddejil y again? Mi& honzon glowed h» 
madly Ihal hequlle lo£l his head and leaning quickly downwaid |aU| 
seizenl tier hand in lis llllle Ian driving glove orslllched dogskin, 
and hlivscd il — reins and all. 

'Tm nal fuuny," he said, "il was the most niluril ihing in ihc 
worid " 

She was laughing, bul she curbed II 

"Ynud belief no I be foolish, 'she sajd wamingly ~Jl dou'l m [>l 
well Willi college." 

"I'm ihinkingorculllugcallege." he declared boldly. 

"Don'l lei us decide on anylhing defimle unlil we've known 
one anolher Iwenly-four hnuPv," 'he ivaid, looking al him wilh a 
gravlly Ihal was almofl malcmal; and Ihen 'he lumed llie huPke's 
head low aid hame. 
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Chapter Six - The Other Man 



Thai evening Burnfll fell iC nn:cB&Bry b give hi^ Icifud i woid 
of *Brn[ng 

"HDlLawiy's going Id Itkc Belly In lo-nigtH," bic iiBid, as ihey 
descended Ihe iDivcr ■>! aiPv logelher 

"WlH>\ HoLlo^'ay"" Jick a'vkcd 

"You can'l eipcci lii biaveher all Ibic lime you know," Hume II 
conlinued: "She'll really onr of ike biggesi guns here, even irshc 
is one of I he fimily " 

"WlHt\ HoLlo^'ay''" 

"Lisl nighl Ihe rrju lET h ad her 1 1 1 m i p[vd duI IDt G enen I ^Iggb, 
indl had an awful lime galling herofThLk haok and on Id youi^, 
and Ihf n you drove hf c ill tha [nomiu^ and walked her all Itic 
aflf rnoou, and Ihe Did lady iiays stir'^ gol lo play in tlollDway^ 
yard iD-nigbil — ju!.' Ill' bil, jdu know." 

"WhD\ HaLloway''" J ic k dcm andctl 

"¥du know Horace Hollow»y. wc were up al hK place once 
for ihc ni^bil. r>Dn'l you remember?" 

"I remember tii'v place well eitDugh, bul he hadn't gol in when 
wc came, and hidn'l gDl up when we lefl, so his fealure'i arcn'l 
a^ diMln^lly imprmled on my memory a\i Ihey migtil bcL" 

"Thil's so," \ti6 Bumell pushing aside Ihe curliiri?i ihal 
concealed Ihe fool Df Ihe wee ivlair "I'd furgollcn Well, you'll 
mecl him lo-mghl, jnyhow. he came on Ihe five-five Molly's a 
nicf fellow, only he's sa darned ovrr-full of good advice ihal he 
keepiv you feeling wilhersomc " 

Jack laughed 

"Did he ever give you my advjcc^" he ukedL 

"Why?" 

"I don'l recollcci yourlaking rl " 
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"I uc^cr like B nyrlii ng," ■viid Burncll, "[ cunMdcr ll matr 
b Icjicd lo gl ic I h an lu ^c^.clvc — ti rc^inJ' goinl idviccanyho* " 

"Who will [ liivc for dinner?" Jack asked presently, glancLng 
Hraund lo see if Iherc were ■n}' silver I issues ar di^klraeliug curl:^ 
Insighl 

"Welt/ his fnend re pi led, nlhcrhebiEilingly, 'you m iisl expect 
la balance uplDrlasI nigh I, I reekon.' 

"YDUicDUF^m, 1 suppme!" 

Eurnell nadiled 

"She ABnIeiLl you " he si id. "Stie\ lakeu i fancy Id yau, and 
she cm alToid Id mirry lor love." he idded. |aw| 

"I'm ihanhfu] Ihil I cm, Idd,~ the dI her i nswe red rei^cnll^' 

Hi!i friend laughed al Ihc fervor. 

"Ydu mike me Ihinh Df her leic bier, " he said "She sings, and 
when !ihe wai^ sixteen she irieani Id oulianh Palll, she was Lois 
hDmclbcr Ihcn." 

"Oh. I sa>''" Jack cncd "I cm behevc 'mosl inylhing, bat — " 

Eurnell laughed and Ihen sobered 

"She was," bic said solemnly "she reilLy and Iruly v\'ns And 
her mother said lo her leacher, — Ihere In Dresden: 'She will be 
"he grealesi ivoprmo, won'l she"" And he said: 'Madame, she his 
only Ihal onechincc — lo be ilie grealesi.'" 

Jack laughed 

"Eul why 'Lome'?" he asked suddenly "Why nol Eurnell,' 
&|jice ikhe^ youi uncle's chiJd?" 

"Oh ihal's siralghl enough iherc^ a hyphen ihere. My uncle 
died md my auni marcled a lllle My lu n I's Lady Chi heley wicks, 
bul Ihe TimiJ^ name Is Lome. And you pronounce my aunl's 
nameChix " 

"I'm glad 1 know " ivaid Jack. 

"Oh. we're greal on lilies," said Bumell, modeslly. "If Ibie 
Boers h ad n'l killed Col Roi'vCOII.Ecllj would have been a Lady, 
loo, some day Bul as il is — ~ he added Ihoughlfully. "she's |i}6D| 
nolhing bull widow." 
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'"Wolhlng bul'!" Jickcncd linHigninlLy. 

"Oh, well," salnl Burncll, "of couPvC il's grcal her being a 
widow — bul Ihcn^hc'd hBvc bccngrcal Ibic olbicr w»y loo " 

"Bui if hf wiH Buglisti and icolanr I," J hc k b aid ^uddr n ly, "t\c 
miiM hive been aJI of — " 

"Fiflyi" inlcrpo^cd Hiimcll; "oh, he w»^! H»>'bc more, bul he 
dyed his hue ll was b splendid milch lor hci ll iivnl every girl 
who can gel i — " 

Their CO nvePiil ion wi^ suddenly cul shark by voices, accom- 
pamed by i sorl of swecl md ivilky florm of lillle ni'lle'v and 
Ihe Miund ol leel — lillle feel — coming do"'n Ihc gical hall \iial 
H»rj'^ ricphe"' fell himivclf 'vuddcniy wondering if any olher 
fellow prcscnlhad ivuch i lemjieil wllhin hisboiom li he hiniielf 
wi&eo:cciQi]sof allempling lo regulale uripercelved 

And I hen ifler all '>he w^ivn'l amnng Ihe Influx' MiivS FMaudc, 
vii. Ihough, ind he had lo go up lo hei arid laJk lo her, and 
Icmbly dull hard labor il wis. 

While he wan rolling Ihe Sisyphus slone of convert a lion uphill 
for ihe siMh or seven Ih lime, Jick no Iked i gen Hem an pasz by 
arid Ihroiv a more Ihin oidlnarily Inlere^ling glance Iheir way. 
IDAII He waiv a very mell-buill, f»irly good-ivlzed man of Ihirly-five 

or foily ycais, with a hirul&oine. unin lere^l ing face and heavy, 
sleepy dark eyes 

"Who IS Ihil""' he isked of hi^ compamon, his cunoiily 
supplemeriling his wl^h Ihalshe would begin lo bear her&haceof 
the bunJen of her enlcrliinmenl. 

"□on1youknow?~Bhe'v»idlnsurpn'vC "ThalSMr Hollo way. 
He^ Ju^l come Oh, he'^ so homd' I Ihink he'&^usl loo iwlully 
horrid for my use." 

"Why?" 

"Bccaice he does nuch mcin Ihinga I jusi know Bob musl 
hive lotd you how he Ireiled me Bob's always leFling il. Surely 
he's [old yoir. Il'& ha favarllefilory." 
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"Nd. never," iiaiiH lack {hl^ eycv nveled on Ihe sC b i ir Bse| , "fie 
never lu Id me. Bui ulu lei I me. I'lL enjoy hearing >our^idc ol il " 

"Bui I tiiven'l Bn>' ^idc. Il^|ii&t HDiaccMaJJoway's meaime?i^. 
There's nolhing lunny." 

"Bui leLl me anyway." 

"Dn you reilLy v,tnl lo hear''" 

"Indeed. I do " 

"Welt, il's |iQl IhBl we were up in [he maimlalns, and 1 wis 
rowing myiclf, and Ibic boBi didn'l go u'cll, and Mr Holloivaj 
i: ame dDiv n D mhe tiolel piazza ind called lo nie Ihil she needed 
baLla.sl, and — »nd I ■viid: Is ihal Ihc Iroublcr And bic 'Bid: 'Yes, [Ot:| 
row ashore, and I'll ballasi ynu ' And ho, of course [ rawed 
ashore lo gel him, and fof course, I 'vuppn'vcd he meani tiimi^elrr, 
and when I was up b>' Itie dock he picked up i grcal ivlone and 
drop[vd II in, and 'vhavenl me off, and cilLed iflcr me 'Shell go 
bellernow,' infl — cverjone laughcdl" 

Miss Lome slopped, brealhlcis 

"I never would have believed il of bum." Jick exclaimed, 
luming lo ivce where holLnwiy kepi busscnMr ol humor bul jusi 
IS his eye fell upon I he I aller, I he I allcr''v e>'es al lered and suddenly 
bee line so bnghl and inlcnl Ihil his observer Im'olunlarllylurned 
his own ga/e quickly In Ihc ivimc direcllon 

1 1 WIS ^liH. RoivS^oll who wi' appiDichlng. all incen&e wilh 
Imeb of Chinlllly lace sweeping iboul her. Jl seemed i cruelly 
lo every woman preseni Ihil '>he should be so beauliful. Jack 
winled lo fly and I all il her feel, bul he couldn'l, of coui&c — he 
WIS lied lo her hyphenilcd cousin. 

Huf Holloway wen I forward and g reeled her wllh ill posivlblc 
empres.'vie/i', and Ihe man who vtei^ \iO much hK junior Tell an 
iwful wckghl of youlh ujnn him as he stw her Led out of his 
sighl. 

"I Ihink deir Belly will miny Mr. Holloway," her cousin 
chki]vd blandly, Ihussellling her fale forever. "He came over m |i)4]| 
her piny, you know, ind — she's alwaj's been fond of him " 
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J Hck suddf n I y rfco Heeled how Mn RosivOll hsd CDmmfulfd 
on Ihe lemble Icnulencj lo iBnd upjii "iinl " imil ivo ndcred whj 
he h id never no lie fd before how dl'vigreesble said lendeui: y wis. 

IGoing Id marry Holloway') 

"Bui, then, dear CouMn BeCly^ nuch a coquelle Ihil ud one 
an everlell whom sbicdoc^ iLte She's very insincere." 

jBct Iwislcd uncHJiiLy If Ihere wt\ any comforl lo be denved 
from Mi!i& Lame's lisl s[ieeeh, ll whu ceclHinl>' of i most chilly 
son 

fProbably going lo mjrrj' HoJloway!) 

"Now, I Ibiluk ll!i loo bid. when ihere are sa many simple, 
sweel girl^ In ihe world, Ihil men \iCcia Id adore Iha\ie ihal flicl 
like dear Cousin Hclly. I dnn'l Bppnivc of flirllng Bnyway. I 
wouldn't flin for anylhing. I dou'l wani lo break men's biearls " 

"Thai's iwfully good of you,' Jack &Hid, looking eagerly lo 
whf ce Holloway and Hrn Ri>sscoll slood logelher 

"Oh, no ll Lsn'l " said Miss Lome, "I nioii'l lake any credd for 
1 1 — I was born ^a. Dear Belly was b regular flln when ^he wai 
cvcrsa small, bul I nrver wis I'm 'sincere and I oan'l lake any 
IDA4I [:rcdil IDrll. I was bomsa.' 

Holloway was lalklug and &Tpv. RosscoII^ eyes were uplifted 
lo his Jack was sure Itiere was adoralion in Ihem. He knew 
Holloway was in love wilh hrr How could he be a man and help 
]|. Oti, ll » as damn able — unbearable. 

he slood up suddenly He couldn'l help il. He was crazed, 
maddened, choked, ■vliCled The IbIcs musi Lnlervcnc and rescue 
his reason or else — 

There was a blessed sound — Ihe aimounclng of dinner 

I^ H I^ M I^ 

Laler ihere was mu^lc in ihc grcal while salon where ihc 
organ was. Maude Lome sang, and Ihe man wilh Ibie monocle 
accompanied her on Ihe organ J^^r' Rosscoll sal on a divan 
belween Hollowi^' and General Jiggs Jack was Fefl out m ihc 
cahl. 
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(Surely In fovc "'ilh lii>l lo iv ay ' ^ 

IL wa^only Iwcnly-Mx biouisiincc he had Qpvl mel her. and he 
haled lo consider hi'> life as unillerably blaMeil. nr It> rven give 
up [he fighl. NeverlhclciS. vihenevei he lacked acro^'i Ihe room 
he TIB"' fre^h 'lgn^ of I he mosi awful kind Even I he way that ^he 
didn'l trouble lo I rouble oierlheone man, bul devDied heTHelflD 
Gcneril Ji|^- wbs In i&elf a very bad porlenl Well, 'vuch w»^ 
lire and one must bear i1 SDinchDW ind be a man. Probably be KKh5| 
would suffer le^' aflcr Ibc fitM Civeor len yeBrs — he hi>ped ^o al 
any rale Bul. greal beaveniv, uhal a leirful p^l^JX^.I unlil lhi>sc 
fitM five or len ye am were gone by' 

Finally he weni up Id hia awn niam and pulan ■nolhercallar 
and sal down al Iheopen u'iimIdw artd Ihoughl abnul il For a good 
while all quid md ilone by himsell \fler Ihal he went bach 
downivlBLrH 

She was gone, and Hollaway, loo. He fell freshly unhappy. 
Whej] you came Id CDnivlder, il was sa dBmneiil unju^l Tdt one 
man lo be ihirly-five uhile anolher — juikl as dceenL i fellow in 
every w»y — was in eo I Lege. He — 

A hand iDuched his arm 

He mined Troni where he wassLiJiding in ihe window leceas, 
and iDoked Inlo her eyes. 

"I'm I'ery wkked, am I nol^'&he ashed, looking up il him a> 
Aiiaighl and hDnesl. 

"I cjn'l ad mil Ihal," be replied. 

"But I am I know II myitelf. WhaL Bob iold you was all true. 
I'm a heanlci'i wrcich." 

Shesfuke i^o earneivlly Ihal hl^ hearl iiank lower and iDwer 

"I wanled lo ivpeak lo you abnul lo-moriow mDming," she 
said, afler i lillLc pause "You hitow we were going lo dnve al 
len logclber, and — and I wortdcred if — you see. Mr tJnlloway'i 
in old fnertd, and be'^ had sa much lo lell me lo-mgbl, and be \a6D\ 
isn't half ihrough — " 
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She waiv ilrawing him wllbi i chiin, a hsir cbialn. ivbilcbi stif 
hsd WD Lcn □ LLl or hf c cyf I B& heii in Ihc twinkling af an fyc Icllhfr 
cyc|. 

He fell hi mjielf heLplejJi — and choked. 

"Of caiLi&e I don'l mlncl You go with him. [I\ quilc one Co 
mc- 

She gave a liny lilllc ■vlarl. 

"Oh, I didn'l mean rhal at all,' ivhe ccicil. "I mcinl — I 
meinl — you sec ll's all heen a linlc linng — and lo-moiTow's 
SundB}' anyway and I — I Wanlcd lo — Id f^k yau if we couldn'l 
gD Dili *1 eleven inMcBd of len""" 

She looked so sweetly quei^lionlug. and his relief was&ogreal, 
and biK jo>' — 

(Probably don'l care a rapfor nollDwayJ^ 

— so Inlen.'ve. ihal he could hardly relrain from seizing her in 
hia acmiv. 

Bui he only 'leued her llllle hind inivlead and preivscd il 
fervcnlly lo his lipiv When he raided his eyci she was smiling, 
ind heri^mile filled him ullbi biappinesn 

"You're suctt a boy!" stie said soflly, ind Inined and lefl him 
there In the window leces^ alone igalu — but ihss lime he didn'l 
care 



[Dfil 



Chapter Seven - Developments 

J I ABS during Ih Hi drive the ucxl morning ihalJack buoyed up by 
mcinorics ol SalunJHy iiul blopl^v ol camin^ Silurdayv, poured 
Dullhc biiivlory of h IS 1 1 fc »l His Ros^colli knees He lold her Ibic 
whole slary of AunI Mary, and fr reside of I he cbI, Ihe cabman, 
and Kaliinazoo 1 1 inlercvled her. Forivhc hid irrivcd loo reccnlLj 
lo have had Ihe full dcliils in Ihe nen'spapcrs bcCorehBrul, bul 
when he sfoke of AunI Miry^ Ih&I lellcr zhe greiv large-eyed 
and shook her head gravely. 

"Ynu will have lo be very good now," she said senousiy 

"Whj'^" he asked "JusI Id keepTrDni being disinhcrilcd'^ Thai 
would n'l be so awfiiL." 

"WouJdn'l il be jwful Id you?" ivhc Biked, lurning her bn^hl 
cyeii upon him. "Whal couLd be i*orsc^" 

"Things," he said very vaguely. 

Then she touched up ibe cob a llJlle, iiul, iflcr a minule or 
livo, as she said nothing, heeonlluued: 

"I almosl fancy quilling college and going » work I wis 
rhinking aboul il lisl nighl." lObEl 

She louctied up Itie cob a lillte more, and remained silenl. 

Finally he said: 

"Whil would you think of my doing rhif" 

"I don'l know," she said slowly "You sec, I'm a grcal 
phiLoivopher [ never frcl or worry, because I regini il as useless, 
similariy. I never rebel at the way fale shapes my life — I regaid 
ihal as 'kOmelhing pisl helping. I believe in prenlesli n alio n, do 
you""" 

She lurned and looked al hrm so senously — so unlike her 
rinile ic\f — iJial he fell startled, and did no I know whal to say 
for a minulc 
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Then 

"I don'l know." bii: ■>» id slowly. "I dnn'l know Ihal [ dare lo 1 1 
nlhei&lanles mc lo Ihink Lhil msybc bLI ofuLirrulucc a J aid uuL 
now." 

"Il doesn't Tilinic me," 'ihe ^iid. "ll 'lecms lo me Ihc natural 
plan of Ihc unnerve I believe ihal ev crj Ibilng Ihil oroivses i>ur 
pBlh — down lo Ihe linlesl gnil — comCk ihere in ihc lul fil I menl 
of a purpo'ic.'' 

"I'm sine Ihil bII Ihe mo^iq u iloe?i ihal ever cio^i^ed iii>' pBlh 
came iFiere in Itiir fulfi Ll menl of i purjicuc." lack inlerrupled "I 
never do u b led !hii\.' 

She smiled b llllle 

"It's ihe same wilh people." &Jie weni on 



"Only \rs\. \t\afti\." he lulenupled igalu. 

" Somel I men nol/ she snd. ivilh a look ihil stJenced him. 

"Somen mcs much more so — m>' Cousin M aude. fo r ex b m pie " 

"Hip, blip, hurrah for Ihe mosquilol" bic munnured. They 
laughed soflly logeltier Then ^he grew earne'kl, and looked so 
grave Ihal he be^ainesenous loo. 

"There c always i purpose,' she said. Ailh b louch of some 
feeling which he had never gucsHed il "If >'ou and T have mel, 
ll IS becauiic we are lo have some Influence over one anolher. I 
canljiul&ec how, I can'l form any idea — ~ 

"I oin," he said eagerly 

She looked up so suddenly' andsleadlly ihal he was ^ilenl 

"Do nollcl us pLay any longer "'he said "Lei u' be i ii i: b rnc^l." 

"Bui I Bm In eamesi," he Bsseveralcd. 

"You don'l knoiv whal I mean," she went on very gcniLy. 
'You're in college. Lel'ii fighl iloul on IhoivC lines if il lakes all 
■vummcr." 
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He lookeil up Inio her face ind loved her beller Ibian oer lOr 
Itir frank kiml] ine-k'v Ihal 'vhane in hereyci. 

"All nghl. If >onsay fio," he vowed. 

"I do &iy so~ she Eitd. ~J like lo see men slick il itirough in 
college if Ihcy hcgin I like Id sec people finiivbi up every oneof [0701 
lifc^ jobs Ihil Ihey sel onion.' 

"Bui I'm coming lo ivce ynu in loi*n, you know," bic wenl on 
wllbigrcal apparcnl Irrelevance. 

She laugbicd mcmly. 

"Yes ivurcly. You musi pnimiEe me Ihal. — No," ihe slopped 
ind looked Ihonghlful, 'I'll Icll you whal I winl you lo pjoniisc 
mc. Piomise me ihal you'll come once a week or else nnle mc 
why you ^. an' I come. Will you?" 

" Yd u c in' I suppose ihal you'll ever sec my hindwnllng under 
such oire umivl a ncei — ^.an yDu""" Jack asked. 

She laughed again 

"Is il 1 promise""" 

"Yes, il's a promise " 

Oh, joy unmeasured in ihe lime cf spring? No dI her February 
like ihal had ever been for Ihcm — nor ever would be The dnvc 
came lo an end, Ihe diy came Id an end, bul Ihe good-mghls, 
which were good- bys, loo, were no I so friughl wilh hopelessness 
as he bad dreaded, for ihe pro mise iskenl »nd given paved a broad 
road ilium In a led by Ihe mosi hopeful kindof slais, — a broad road 
leiding siralghl From college lo lown. — and bK Fancy ivbowed 
him a figure Ireading il oflen. .^ ligure Ihal waiv his own. 
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"Do noL ^cl us plHV any laogi^r.' iilie^iiid. 'Lcl ub bf la camc&l." 



Chapter Eight - The Resolution He 
Took 



Thai Tiisl mccEing vtes in Ft brLiBr>, you know, Hnd by Itif last 
of ApriJ il hid brcn roLlou'ol b>' at msuy olhrra ihaC Bumi^LI 

TcniBrkcd oncdaj lo bus chum: 

"Sfly, arcii'l you going i lllllc faivlcr Ihaii aunluz'lL ■vIbiuI for?" 

Jack lumcd in Mirpnsc. 

"I Ticvcr wcniso ^Iralghl lh my life before," hcchcbimcd, not 
In indigualion bul in islo n isbiiucn E. 

"I dldu'l mciu Ihil," said Eumell. "PcrbiipF^ lUTHrad of 'hufiFif' 
I Ehould biavc saLd 'Belly '" 

Jack hoiMrd ihr co Idis □ f H arvi rd . and wf^ silcni. 

"I UBCurd you Bl flm Itial ihil was Tangle lawn," hiE fnrnd 
wcnl on. "IDon'l suppoEC I'm saying Buylhing againU her — or 
igainil you bul ihe\ juil »s much lo Icn olhcr men »s she 14 li> 
you. and I hey ill arc old cnaugh lo cirry Ii>l4 ol wci^lil." 

"And I 'vuppobe I'm nal," Jack anEwcccd, gaing dvci by ihc 
fireplace "I know ihal iik well ts anyone, of counic.' [07 ?| 

"Niifiiilkh~ SBid Bumell, wilh corn: lusivenesE thai was naF 
meani lo be cruel , yelcul like 1 Iwo edged knile 

There waiv ivilence In Ihc room. Jack slood by the ehimney- 
piece, hU handiv uprBKed Id resl upon lIe lofly stielf, his head 
dropped forward, and hiE eyes fixed on ihe emply blackuesii 
bek»w. 

"I wonder,' hcsiid al lasl, "I wander whil will become of me 
if— If— " 

He slopped 

E uruel I did n'E spe ik. 
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"I wonder if '>he ihinks nf mc an i boy," Ihc young man 
CO nil n ucd. "I wonder if she's sa good lo me because I'm t\cr 
youngesi bmlbicr''i friend." 

Bucnirlldid noEcommenr an Itii^&prfch. 

"I don'l know "'hal lo do " Ibic olheriald "When E fiisf mef 
her I wmlcd lo cul college and gel duI in ihe worid and go Id 
wark like i man I lold her so Bui '>he wanled me lo sliy in 
caHegf, HFicL as il was Itie flr&l Itiing stif'd ever ivanled of me. I 
did 1 1. I'd do anything she asked me I've qui I drinking. I'm going 
al cverylhing aiv hird as ili in mc lo go, bul — 1 don'l know — I 
feci — I feci as if 1 1 isn'l mc — il'iv juivl becauie 'he wanK me Id, 
ind, do yau know. oJd min. il frighlcnik mc lo ihinh tiow — if 
[07 J| ahc — if fiKc wcnloul of my — my life — " 

HeslDppcd and his bnikcn jthiases were nor conrlnued lo any 
ending. 

Anolbicr long silence ensued. 

Ir was finally Icrmmalcd by Ihc brolhcr^ siying: 

"You musi confess, old mm. Ihal you iren'l fixed '^ as Id be 
ibLc lo say one rcilLy serious "'onLl lo »ny woman — unless il Is, 
'Will.'" 

"I know Ihjl," Jack inswered; "bul I suppi>sc — " 

"She'd be nkingfio many chances, " ihe friend Inlemipled "A 
man in callege is never Ihe rcil Ihing You'd bcller give il up." 

Then Ihc oltier whirled aboul and faced him. 

"Give il up, did you say?" he ashed almost augnLy. 

"Yes, ihi'i whil." 

Pdi a iriinule Ihcy leaked al one anolhcT. Tken 

"I sKill never give il up,~ Ihc lover i^aid very slowly and 
sleadily — "never, uulil she gives me up." 

B urnell s uc ked in his biealh with a sudden com ptession of his 

1l|B. 

"All right,' he siid, not unkindly, "but ] dou'l believe yDu'll 
ever gel her, lud ihal's flal. There are Ido many being enlered tar 
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ihaliBcc. Bitd long beforr you snd I gel oul of here 'vhiz'Ll be^Trs. 
Somebody ELsc." [QVJI 

Jsch 'vlBccil Bl him i& if bif hardly heard, and Ihen suddenly bic 
■stepped nearer and ivpohe 

"Did she iHh you lo biive Ihii lalk *ilh me?" 

"No." JiBid Ihc bnilher In surpnjie, "she never says anylhing 
I bo III you lo me " 

A look of relief Fled across hi^ Triend's faee, and Ihen a look 
of reiio lul lo n succeeded il 

"I'm nol going lo be discoucigcd,' hc&iid^ 'nollori while, al 
■ny rile.' 

"You'd belLcrbe " 

Jack laughenl The lBUf.bi sounded a Infle hollow, bul ivlill il 
WIS a laugbi, and Ihil in ilscll wiik a triumph of whkb none bul 
himiiclf mighl cicrmeaiiurc Ibie eslcni. 

Because in LhiL momejit he decided lo lay ibe whole case 
before her Ihe neM lime Ihil be weni lo lown, and Ihe coming 
lo 1 resolulion vf^ a reliel from Ibe uncerlalnly Ihal clouded hl^ 
days and nighls — even if a Turlher black curliin of darhesi doubl 
hung before Ihe [vsivlb ill lies of whal her answer migbl be. 
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Chapter Nine - The Downfall of 
Hope 

]| wa& Du 3 Siluidi>' aboul Ihc middle ol May ihal Jack ciinf 
la lowu. his mini] icll bracfil u'llh Lnvc ind i rg u m r u bi . ind his 
main Ihitughls bring Ibial wbirn he rclmned so mclhi ng ivouLd he 

Il \tBS B bcauliful dty. warm anil sunny, iJid il five in ihc 

iflcrnoan balJi of Ihc nl rawLng-Jopm w i ndows o f M rs. Roiijoll's 
houic "crc wide open, iinl Ihc lace curlaini were lakLng Ibic 
brec«: like lUlLc sbiK. 

ia^l Hn Jick niDimled ihesleps, Ihe dao r □ pcued, and h pliinl^ 
dreji^cul, im all raci l> e- IcfoH ng man wis Lei oul. Tbic servinl who 
did Ihe lelling duI saw Jack and lei him in wilhoul i:li>sing Itic 
door bclwecn Ihe egrcji of Ihc one and ihe ingrcis of Ihe olhcr. 
Sa he fulfrcd wilhoul ringing, and, is tic was very well known 
ind Ijilcnscly popular wllbi all of Mis RohscdII's scrvinls, Ibie 
man invllcd turn In walk up unannounced, i^lncc tic himikclr was 
jusi "bringing In Itic lea " 

lack went upstairs, and beca use I he ^ arjiel ivasarihlckly piled 
[□Nil velvet and his bools were Ihc boots of a well-shod gentleman, tic 

made no no I've whatever in I tic so dcfing 

There ivcre double parlois above ivlBirv In Ihe domicile which 
Burnell^ ivLkler had taken until July, and they ivcre furnished m 
ihc moslcorrecl and trying mode of Louis XIV. The chairs were 
gill and very unco mft^n able The ornamenl'v were all siralghl up 
and down and made in ivuch shapes Itial there was no place to 
flick off cigaretle astics anyivticre No Itiing could be pulled up to 
iny[hing else and there was not a single good plaee lo resi one's 
ehbows anywhere The only siving graee in Ihe situation was 
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Ibial tflri Qvc minulni ursa Mm RoshcoH [nvBriibly ivu^^c^lcd 
rcmovBllo IhcLibrarj whi^hla^ bc>'uml — i vcrj di fCcrcii I 'vpec ici 
of iparlnicnl whcic m mode bI all prcviiLed except the Icniblc 
<le'ii!?d€ Ihing known a- camforl. To prcvcnl her visilDPi, ivbicn 
scaled Cfor Ibic fiic minulci »fo rcmcn llo ncdf aniLd Ihc cl>r^c^.l 
c arvi ng af Fipnc bi irL, Imm loo k i ng lo ng Lnglj' Ihrough al Ihccisy- 
i:ha]i& of American m anuf bcI u re, Miii Ro^scoll had ordered Ihal 
ihc blue vflicl pnnicr?^ which hung beliiceu iihould never be 
pushed BMde, and il »'as owin^ lo Ihl^ order Ihal lack cnlcring 
I he d raiv Lng-JDO m , hcan3 vo Ices, b u I co uLd nol icc inlo Ihe Librarj 
bcyartd. AUo it wis awing la this order ihal Ihose in Ihe library 
cauFd not ace oi heir Ji^k. |a7~| 

The rcsiill was Ihal Ihe joiing mm, Cinding ihc dr»wlng- roam 
unoccupied, was jiisl crosiing loward Ihc blue vclvcl curlaln'i, 
1 mending lo wail in Ihc library iinlil Ihc rclumi ng iicrv in I !i ho uLd 
idvue him of ihc whci^abauls of his miElrcia. when he wie 
slopped by suddenly hciring a voice — her voice — cr>'ing Cartd 
laughing al Ihe 'iBmc limer — 

"Kisics barred^ Kisses barred i" 

Il iniy be undcPvlood ihal had fv\j<y. Roi^hcdII known ihat 
anyone wis wilhin hearing she cerli inly would never have made 
my such speech, and il may be furlher undeislood Ihil. had 
whoever was wilh her. also mislruslcd Ihe clo^c pro pinqu i ly of 
molhcr mm. he would never have replied {ks he did reply): 

"Ccnainly," Ihesamobcingspuken mi moslcaJm indcHreles' 
lone. 

Jack, ihe eavesdropper, slood Iranslixed al Ihe voices and 
speeches, and forgol every olher consider* lion in Ihe over- 
whelming sickness of boul which Dvcrcame him thai tn&linl. 
All his olher so ii l-sic k nesics were InClci compired lo ihis one, 
and ihe world — his world — I heir world — seemed lo revolve and 
whirl ind lum upside down, as he Eleidied himself againsl 
I spindle-legged cabincl ind fell lis spindle-legs Irembling in 
sympathy wilh hiE own. 
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[□TBI "Dsrllng." &Hid FfoFlDwi^', b&ccdihH orlu'o I alec land I his lime 

hla voice was HDI ^alm Bnul CBrcles^, buldrcp anil impassioned), 
'ihe Idler was v^Ty swrct, ind iTyou knew how I longful lo lake 
the lirenl lilllc gicl Id my b[tsi>m and comfoil hei iTDiiblc^, and 
repLB^.c Ibicm byjoyi'" 

"Will Ihal day ever come, do you ihint?" Mrs Roiivcoll 
in&wercd, in low iDnes, which ne> e rltielesa were mosl paiululLy 
clear lud d is Unci in Ihe nexl room. 

"Il musl," Halloway replied, "jusl i& surely as ihal I hold this 
dear I HI Ic hand — " 

Bui lack never knew marc. Jic had he a rd enough — marc ihan 
cnaugh. Four Ihousind limc^ !□□ much. He turned ind went aul 
□f Ihc rooms, bick down Ihe slurs and duI of Ihe door, closed 
Il nDlselcssly behind him, ind found himivcir in i world which, 
although brighl and sunny lo ill Ihe reiil □! mankind, had lurned 
dirk, lonely, and checrie&s la him 

Al fiisl he hardly knew whil In do wilh hini'ieif, he wis 'k> 
altogether used up by Ihe d iscnvery j usi made He d rifled up and 
down some unknown slreelsftirin hour or Iwo — or ilood iklillon 
comeTa — he never was very s u re which. And ihen at li&l he werl 
downlown ind look i drink In a hall-dajfd wiy. and because il 
WIS quile Iwo monlhs since hK iaivl indulgence, \I\ ivugge-klion 
ID'?] wti pjleni 

Thcpily — or ralher, Ihe apparcnl pily — of whal followed! 

Burncll was Sundaying al Ihe anceslnl cii^lic, and Eumell 
wisn'l Ihe warning ivorl, anyhow He wis alwaj's low and pilch 
for iny species of flame. So his absence cuunled lor nolhmg m 
ihe crisis 

And whal en&ued was acn&is — a cnsb wilh a vengeance. 

Thil lear ujmn which AunI Mary^ nephew weni was iome- 
Ihing lurid and iwTuI 1 1 iaivlenl unlil Mondi>'. and Ihen lis owner 
relumed lo college, is III or body and asembillered ol iipiril as il 
WIS in him lo be. Thelighlsomedevil who hid ruled him uplo his 
meeling wilh Mis. Rosscoll resumed ilsiiwiy wilh lemble foirc. 



chapter Ninf - The E>owEif jI I of Hope 57 

Tbic aul biu ril I Cv sho^cul b Icndcncy li> p»l[c^^.c because young 
Denham hml appeared Id tcfonn lalcly mil hml been u'oiking 
haid; birl young ElrnhHin frll no thankful i^cnllmruls Tnr Ihcir 
leniency, and piDved biis posil lu n sbiu nl>' 

There was a man nimcd Twcedwell whnm CLrcumiilincc^ 
ihrew direclLj in Ihe pilbi of dcMrucUon. Tivcciil "cLl wa^ an 
1 no ffcn'vl ve morlal "'ho "'aji iludyLng lor Ihe mlniMry. He ^ti 
progreiv!! I ve In hl:^ ideas, and believed Ihil a clergymin. lo hohl 
H greal lufluenee, should know his uorld He Ihoughl Ihal 
knowledge of Ihe "orLd wis lo be gainciLl by skirling I be oulside 
edge of every ijiecleji of worldlincss The cesull o£ Ihis couise [CIHOI 
of lolion WIS nol a Hal il should have been, for Tweedivell wis 
in e»sy mark for all who wanled £un, and ihe conscio us nesi of 
his innocence so Llllle acceleriled Ihe pace al wbich hegoloulof 
J be nay Ibal he wis alwi>'^ being called Lo account lor whaL be 
hadn't done. 

The Silurdiy nig hi aflerhis Salurday in lown, J ack co ncocled 
a piece of deviltry ivblcb was »^ dingeious as il nas foolish. 
Tbe result was Ihil in explosion look place, ind Ihe aulboc of 
ihe gun-pjwder plol hid all Ibe skin on both hands blistered. 
Burnetl, in escaping, fell and broke hi^i collirbone and l»'o rib^. 
Tbe house in which Ihe affair took place cauf.ht fire and wi'; 
badly damaged And Tweenl^eLI i*as arreiiled on Ibe itrongesl 
kind of ^Ircumstanlial evidence, and hul lo answer lor the 
whole. Naturally, in Ihe invcstigalion Ihal followed, Ihelu'o who 
were guilly had lo confess or see Ihe candidate for ihe minislrj 
disgraced forever 

The resull of then confession was thai Burnell^ falher. a 
jovial, peppery old gen Hem an — we all know Ibe kind — LosI hl^ 
palience ind wiole his son Ihil hed beller nol come borne igain 
Jbal >cir Bui AunI Hary loil her temper much more completely 
ind the resull, as aflect i ng J ac k. w as awful. 

She mighl nol bave acted as she did had Ihe dn^H^lmua new^ IQFtl 
imved either a week liler or a week earlier but II came jusi 



5B The R cj uvcn I IId ri of Aujil Marj 

m Ibic middli: ol b discu ung i ng len dB>'&' ilownjcur, which had 
cauMTil 3 dim lo break and i cbiim of valuable cranbr rr>' buf> Id 
be drowned Dul for ihal ycir. Thccranbcrrj' bDg'v w ere cspcc i »1 L j 
dcarlo Ehr ir Dwrifr'^ hearl. 

"Whj can'l lhc>' drain 'cin''~shc hid ai^kcd Lucinda, whr* w»^ 
psrliculBrly nuli: racker- li kc in app? arauLir •ance her quiranlirif 
epbiodf. 

"■Peaii like Ihcj're Lowcr'n everywhere el^c." Lucinda an- 
'vwrrenl, bier want sounding t:^ If \he had zharprued Ihem on a 
gnndslDne 

AunLMary bil her kpind frowned al I he rain ShefeLlmad ill 
ihc wiy through, and langed Id lake il Dulan&onifone. 

Ten niLnules afler Joshua irrivcd wllbi Ihe mail and ihe mill 
bo re t> ne nm LnouH Icllcr JDihui fcllsomelhing wai "'rong before 
Ihc fad wi' a^ivurciLl 

"She winls Ihr mill," Lucindi £aid.[:aming «> the door wi[h 
her hind oul iiv usuil 

"She'll gel Ihe mall," i^aid Joshua, ind as hes[vke hega>e I he 
ikCekcr after lldings a biood-cuidling ivink 

"There [ivnl a telegram in oneD' I he lellrni, Uk iherc?" Lucinda 
asked, much ippalled by the wink. 

"Nd, iherf likn'mD telegram in ncneo' the ietlets." said Joshua. 

"Jr^ivhua Whitllcicy, T do believe you wai bom tD drive -ami' 
mad. Whal 's the milter''" 

"NDlhm' am'l ihe matter aa I know or." 

"Then whil In Kingdom Come did yDU wink for^" 

"I winked," said Joivhui meaningly, "ciuic T expei:! iTM be a 
good while befiirc we'll feel like winkin' igain." 

Lucindi gave him a IddL in which curio'vlty and aggravalri>n 
fough t c ate h- as-c atch-c an. Then she turned and went in mith Ihe 
Icllcn. 

AunlMary was silting ^lonily Glaring at ihe run. 
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"I rhaughl yuu'd gone ta lake a drive u'llh Jnivhui." 'he ^aid 
cuLdlj' "^cLl. 's Long '^ yiu're back TLl be glad lo hive my miiL. 
J^a\l lalk^ Like Id gel I heir mail b&sddh as ileame?! in'] — ^Teccy 
onuH'" 

1 1 was ihe letter rrojTi ihe aul hon lies enclosed In onefiom Mr. 
Slebblm. 

Lucindi lilood botl upnghl before herm islrei^'k. 

"WhiL's biapjicned?" '>he >clled bre alhlcsji I y, ifler h few sec- 
Dncif nl Ihe ciire'il kind nf i^ileuce had loHded Ihe almo^phere 
while Ihe leller waiv be i ng c b reful I y read. 

Then 

"Mappeiied' — " said AunI Marj', Iransfixlng Ihe lemble l>'pe- 
wnlEen com muni^ il ion wllh a yel more lemble loakordelemiL- lOHJI 
nation. "Happened' — Well, ju^' whal I eifwclcd ^ hapjicned an' 
jus' whil iipbod>' eipecls 'll happen now Luclnda, yiu run like 
you waiv paid Fur lI ind lell Jushua nul lo unhirncsz EXm'l slop 
lo open youT moulh. You'll need your brealh before you gel Id 
ihe bim Slurry'" 

Lucindi '^eurried She splashed ind 'pallered doh^n Ihiough 
ihe lane Ihil led Id Joshua's kingdom wilh i vigor Ihil vts 
CO rnmeitd B b I e in one Df herige 

"She says 'don'l nnhame'^,'' '>he panled, bouncing in Ihiough 
Ihe doorwBy ju'il aiv Joshua v,ti 'lo*ly »nd carerully folding Ihe 
lap-mbe m ihecreaivc lo which il had become habllualed. 

JoiihiiB conlinued lo fold 

"Then I won'l unhame^'k," he said calmly He hung Ihe robe 
over the line ihal wai^ ^Irelchcd lo hang robCk over and Lucinda 
gasped for wind wilh which lo infLilc furl her co n vernal ion. 

"Shcviyi whal nobody exjiecls isgom' lo happen." ivhe pinlcd 
MS saan as iihe could 

"Whil nobody eitpect ts ilways happenin' where he's con- 
cemed," naid Ji>shua. 

"I a'po&c he'E in some nen idw,~ siid Luc iitd i. 
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"I'm sure he is," ■viid Joikhui. ~»n' if you don' I go bflck Id bcr 
mil prcllj quLck you "'on'l be no bcllcrolF " 

Lucindi lumed iwiy ind mucnrd lo Ihe boibc. Shr faund 
AunI Mary ill ill si Bring al Ihe Icllcis u'llh Ihcsamc co ncr n Inlfd 
fuij' as before 

"Wfll, IS Joshua B'cDinin' Id itx dooi*^" shr ashed when she 
&IW her in Hid before her 

" ¥du did n'l & H y fo r hi m lo eamelo I he door," Luclnda howled, 
"you liHid for him lo 'lay harnessed." 

AunI Mary appcirediin I he vcrgeof Ignilion 

"Lucinda," '>he \i\6. "every u'cck I live under ihe same raof 
with you your brains alnhe me "s some shrunk fTom the week 
before What in Heaven''; nimc should [ winl Joshua lo slay 
hirncvsed in I he barn fur? I wanl him lo go for Mr Slebbln$ an' 
I wml him lo undciHland 'I II Mr. Slebbins can'l come he's ^ol 
lo come JusI Ihe same^ if he could anytiDU' I may seem quiel 
lo yau, Lucinda. bul If [ do, ll i>nl>' sho"'s all over again how 
In lie you know TbiK is a iwful day an' if you kne"' how awful 
you'd be hall w»y back lo Ihe barn righl now I iin'l Iriflm' — I'm 
meinin' every waid. Every syllable Every leller." 

Lucindi Clenl oul Inla Ihe open again. Her foolpnni'; of Ihe 
lime before were llllle oblong pjnds now and '>he liidoul a new 
eouise pirallel la Ihe i r spl Hsheb She found Josbua sjniiging Ihe 
disher. 

"She wanU you lo go siriighl oul again." 
|D?^] JoivhuB Hung ihespLinge inio Ihe pail 

"Then I'll go siriigtil oul igain," he said, moving lowird the 
horae's held 

"¥du^ lo bring Mr. Slebbins "'helher he can come or nol." 

"He'll come," said Joivhui ind Ihen he backed Ihe tiorse id 
suddenly ihal I tie bugg>' wheel nearly neni over Lucinda. 

"She says Ihl^k i^k an awful day — ~ began Lucindi. 

Joivhu H go 1 1 n Id I he buggy and lucked ihe rubber blankel around 
hinuelf. 
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"She says — " 

Jo'huB drove Dulof Ihc bam and awaj 

Lucindi u'cnl s Id w I y b ack lo Ibif hauac. AunlMiij' hid ceased 
Id glare il Ihc lellcr and '^is nowglaciug a 1 1 he rim inslcad. 

"Lucindi " she saLii "['II Ibiank you ncl lo ever mcmion my 
ncpbicw lo me agiin E'vc loot a vom lo nccr speak Klii nime 
igajn myscJf By no means — nol al all — never " 

"Which nephew """shnckcd Luclnda. 

AunI Mary'iv e>'es sn apped 

"Jich'" lihe&ald, wilh an aceeni Ihal seemed Id Epiil iheshoU 
woni in Iwo. 

AflcT H llllleshespnke again 

"Lucindi, il^ all been ouin' lo ihe eil>' in' ihls la^l i\ all cily. 
f I cired 1 rap whal hapjiened lo him aHer I his E'd never lei him 
go ncHC 1 plicc over Iwo Ihouikind again as long as he lived. 11^ |Otm 
no use Iryin' lo explain ihing£ lo you, Lucmili. beciu&e II never 
han been any itc in' never will be — in' anyway, I'm done wilh 
Il all. I sh'll winl you for a wllncis when I'm Ihiough wilh Hr. 
Slcbblnii, and Ihcn yon can gel ikOine marmilade out for lea an' 
we'll all live m jieace hereafler." 

JoiihiiH celucned wilh Mr. Slebbins and ihe liller genlleman 
weni lo work wilh a will and willed Jack oul oT AunI Mary':^. 
Later Joshua look him home igim. Lueinda gol Ihe marmalade 
oul of ihe cellar and AunI Macy had il wilh her lea 1 1 was a biller 
Ici — un&ugarrd indeed — ind Ihe days Ihil followed malched. 
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Chapter Ten - The Woes of the 
Disinherited, 



ll WBS aomf days Lilfr nn in ihc warLd's hj&lary ihat JioJJaway 
wts calling on Bcclha Rdm^cuII 

Thc>' were 'vlllln^ In ihal comforlBbLc library previously tr- 
fcned Id and were sweclly unaware Ihal any unlowird scrieji of 
incldcnl'v had fver led Id an invaivlou ol Iheir privacy 

nollDwiy lay well back In a ^Icepy-hollDW chair and lookrd 
I ndc Icn ll}' . lazily hBnd^orrle. hiii hosles'k wis upon — well upon 
Itif divan, ind he tiad ihc full bcnefil of her adrriirablc bcllines 
and Ihcirdainly hcel^ and buck If i^. 

"HDuenlly," he said, looking her over wilh a gaze thai was at 
once iDving and well canlcnl, "honeb lly, I ihinh Ihal every lime I 
ace you, you appear more all rac live Ihin Ihe lime before." 

"Il'ii ver>' nice of you lo iviy ^o " fhe replied "And, of couisc, 
I believe you, for ever>' lime Ihil I gel a new gown I Ihink Ihal 
very same ihing myvclf. Slill, I do regard ll is slrange if I look 
nicely lo-day, for I've been crying Like i baby ill I he morning." 

"You ^.rylllg3 And why''" 

She raiied her eyes lo his 

"Such bad news!' she &i id dimply. 

"Piaju w heir ^ Of whom?" 

"Fmm mamma, iboul Bob." 

"Have hi' wounds pioved venous''" Hollow ay fooked slighify 
distressed as wis projicr 

"ll isn'llhil. Il's pipa Papi has forbidden him I he house. He'^ 
veiy, very angry." 

Hollowiy looked reheved 
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"YourfBlhcr WDn'Lflav ingrj' l^ng, and jou tno't il " he s Bid. 
'luF^r Ihinh haw allcii bic has loM ht\ Icmpcr oicr Ihc boy^ and 
how oflfn hcS found iK agiin.' 

"Il ifiji'f juivl Hob," 'IB id ^Tpv. Rojiscoll. TvcsonicDiic fl&con 
my mind, Inp." 

"Who, prBy""- 

"hlii friend " 

"Young Denbiam''" 

"Yes " 

Wllh ihal Tihc ihrcw her head up ind looked very ivIrBLghlly 
at her ^.»]Ler who've visage ivhided ever ^o ilighlly m ivpile of 
himivclf 

"hlBve I'h woundiv ptpvenl ^enau'v?" he asked, smiling, bul 
unable lo illogelhcr do away "'ilh a sjiccleji of parcnlbclicaL 
inCleclion m his .'oice [CIH9I 

"I I waivnl ovcrhi^ WDundik Ihal I cncd " 

"Did you rcallj cry bI il^ for hjm?" 

"|[:nfd morf for him ihan I did for Bob." '>he id mil led boldly. 

"He IS a forlunilc bay'. Bul why Ihe Icbis in hl^ case?" 

"J ffllso badl>' li> be disappoinled in him " 

"Did >'ou eipcci lo work b miricLe Iherc. my dcir'' Did 
you Ihink lo reform mch in invelcrale young reprobate wcth a 
glance?" 

"I'm not su re ih B 1 1 ever asked myself either of ihoi^c quesllons," 
she replied, sloivly; "bul he promised me somclhing, and I 
expcclcd him lo keep biiiv ivord " 

"hTendon'lkecpivUch promiseTi.Berlhi " Ihc viivilorsald "You 
■ihniildnl have ei pec led il." 

"I doni know why no I " 

"Because i man whi> dnnks will drink igam.~ 

"I didn'l refer lo drinking,' she said quietly. "Il waik quilc 
Bnolher Ihing " 

"Ahl" 
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She loohfiH down al her nng^ snd iifeiiied Id coibider how 
much of bier cd nfldence s he 'vhauld give biim, ind Ihf considera- 
lion led het Id look up pte\entiy and bay: 

"He prami^ed me ihal ifhr cauld no I call any week he would 

wrile me i line inMcad he ^.al^c In lown laivl week, and bic 

[DWI neLl her called nor wiule. Thai main 'I like I he man [ ivaw in him. 

Thai was t dliecl breaking of biia word. I can'l undeniland, and 

I'm dIsBpfXfinled.' 

Hollowly look oul hiii clgamif cieo and lumrd rl ovrr and 
over Ihoughirully m hiii hands. 

"He's nolhiiig bill I bay," he md al lisl. with an ellDn 

"Hci Tio boy," she said "He's almost Iwcnly-lwo years old. 
Hf^ H man " 

"Some are men al l"cnly-l"'o, and Home are bo>'s." Holloway 
rcmirked. "I ivas a man before I vt:^ eigtilecn — a man oul In Itic 
worid of men Hul DcnhamS i boy." 

Hero^e as hesfoke, and \he held oul her hand rorhim lo rauie 
her, loD. 

"Il'seirly lo go," she remarked parenlhclLcally. 

"I Itno"'." he replied, "bul I hear someone being shown inio 
ihe draining- room. [ don'l feel formal lo-day, and il [ can'l lounge 
in bicrc alone ivilh >'ou E'd ralbier go " 

"How ego ll^l ic B I ' " she commenled. 

"I am egolislieal,' he admilled. 

And wenE. 

The foolman pa-ssed him In ihe hall he had a card upon hl< 
silver salver, artd "'aii seeking his mislrcs in Ibic library. Bul 
when he cnlered Ihere Ibic room wai emply Miy Roiscoll 
IDQI] had iklipped Itirough Ihe blue velvet porlieres, expelling lo see a 

friend, and had sloppenl stio rl o n Itieolher side, amazed al finding 
herself lace lo face wllbi an ulleril ranger 

"I gave Ihe man my card, ~ said iheslranger. In alone Bi faded 
IS his miElac he. lie was a long, Ihin mm, bul whal Ihe German:^ 
Alyle "wftr korrec1~ 
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"I didnl ivall lo ^cl ll," Ibic biuMcvS ■viid. "[ ■vupj^'vcd ihal, of 
cautyc, 1 1 iv as io m cbpiilj' Ihil [ knct." 

"Thil was nalural," he adinillrd 

There ivas a ivligbil pa use u f lit tit irdneiis. 

"Wdii'I yuusH down''" ^he istcd 

"Ccrlainly," said I he caller, »nd sal down. 

Then shebal down, loo, and anulhec awkwaid pa uiie cnikUed 

"¥du didn'l expeer la sec me. did you^" aatil the sEnngcr, 
smiling 

"Nd. I didn'l," \t\d Mpv. Ros^coH frintzly. "I cipeclcd Id sec 
urmeone else — soineone Itial I knciv Nearly all my vjbiHiiik arc 
people whom I know." 

Her cyei ralhcr demanded »n observance of iheconvcnllom f- 
Ifles while bicr words were puHmg Ihe besi lace poivsible on Ibic 
queer five m mules The ill range r imnled . 

"My nime is Clover,' he EBid then. "Of couji^e, ts yau never Kdll 
fiiw me before, you w»nl lo know Ibial fiislof all " 

"I'd chooive lo know " '>he '>t\6 \nd Ihcn Ibic unco m pn>m ising 
jieulra Illy D r her expreiiiiio n deepened ikO plimlj llial he tiaslened 
loadd: 

"I'm H. W>' ncnop do vcT." 

"OJi]" nhe iviid \nd then smiled loo havmg heird the nimc 
before. 

"Why don'l you ask me my buF^me&s?~ weni on H Wyneoop 
Clover. "I mtifil hive come for iome reason, you know." 

"I didn'l know ll,' Slid Mrik. Rosscoll — "I don'l know anylhing 
aboul you >cl " 

Thc>' bolh smiled — »nd Ihen H W j ncoop ret u mcd bui coLor- 
lesa sobricl}' al once. 

"Il\ aboul Jack," he said — "these Icrrible new develop- 
ments — " he slopped 'vhorl. seeing his fi.^-.i-i'Ji lurn deiltiLy 
white, "il'iv nolhing lo be frighlcned over," he said reaivsuringly. 

Mis. RosbCDll was furious wilb herself for having paled. She 
bcoimc imlijilty hiughEy. 
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"I w»^ ilanncd fur mj bnUhcr," she 'Bid. "1 »l"'ays Ibimk of 
ihrm bulh bs lo^rlhcr." 

"Oh, in Ihilcisf I can i? B^iiiirc yo u imLinlLy/ ^aid ihf calJcr. 
"Burncll LPdoIng finely." 

Mrs. RosfcoH WB4 cuiticlou'; of being Tiudclenlj' and ■^kllLfulLy 
counlccchirgcd. Sbic bLuivhriil wllbi vcxalion, bil her lip in 
lEVU jieclurb B llo n and cast ujxtn Ihe lr>lng individual appoi^ilc t look 

of ma£l ippeiling inlr rnngalian. 

"¥du bcc." &Bid ClovfT pif B^ianrl}', ~l wis caming lo rown, ikD 
I came In handj for Ibic purjxifc of IcILing you " 

She gave him B glaucf Ihal pnyed biiin Id be decent and go on 
i^llbi hK errand. 

"Burncll i\ iboul recovered," bit \tid 

She clasped her biandiv hinil 

"I wouLdn'Ibe a m an fo r anyl bung [ " ^he exc L» i med ivnh sudden 
fervor, "I hey are so awfully mean ^hj tSi/'i's you go on and lelL 
me WrcrJ you've come aboul''" 

He raised hn eyebrows. 

"Miyl""" hearted. 

She choked down so m e of hercsBsperaliDn. 

"Yes, jou may " 

"Oh, ihinh you so much I'll begin il once then Only 
premising Ihal as I go lo setiool wllti your llllle brorher, and a'l 
he K ralher under acloud jusi al preiveiil, we elubbed logelher Id 
brin^ you a lelleraboul tiim and lack tie was going lo die I ale il, 
bul Ln Ibie end Milchell "Tole il all Here II is " 

Willi Ihal lie pulhis hand inlo hK jioc kel , drei* o ul an envelope 
and handed II Id her 

"Mow awfully good ol jdu," she ^iid gralefully "Do eieuFie 
IDQJ] my reading il alonee, won'l you? Vausee, I've been so an^loiis 

ibonl — ibaul my biDlher " 

He nodded undeislandingly. and ^he haslily lore open ihc 
envelope and ran heieyes over Ihe wrillensheels 
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Ml De^fi Mis Rosscoit:— 

Being I lie prize i«nler af llie c\3Si. i jn ehiaea Id Ijle 
da-tt Ibe Jile none m eon Fcviiiuii!! ol our zlijlleied Cneiils. Il 
ti ID J Haj] koi r fur I lie m lli^ I doio beejuse I !idi n^iimlly 
BO lialhlul Ibm I sliall ■!< fUiie yoi lo look fanny mcdiung 
bel'«eei] I lie ■■■e'v 0» Ike eui]irjj>, I iikjil sd Ihc cold CjcIs 
Dill js nc!ul> aik ihc piekeEa on ibe feice. Aai n evulcuee 
ikcicof I open ibe hill by lellin^ >oii Eiankl> ili:I ihey Ixxli 
looLlienc ICllic}' lijd looked lewvJi^ful jud Buniell hdd hdd 
noic liinc in hu boieb, i«e nif kl bave ewjpcd Ike Po^'eis 
TliJl Be bv ivimply adniiiing j sprjiued jnlle dnd ejreCi]ll> 
contealing eveniliing cte Eil if oie nan erjcl:' '*hcie 
yarn c-i»'I ttai'>\\ ilic dcdl, even by Ihc mas unljinilnj iiulLi> 
oi niBcilii^c nod pcnuMeiee, and Jic<ker bbzes bl^ 'thole 
su rf j[ c- JTCii ■■ -I Dianierlhj neein^ Lo oiakc Ibe ■ndert>ia'^h 
diibiuDf iofouiL in loie-er keueeFodh, i^hy >ou ihen \i\i'-c 
a loEJJilkm Ibe square of ivbieh i^ pii>biibly js fjr beyond 
voir depth :l' I jdi beyond ny o-th issi H ihb^ poinl of I his 
&ei[eDCi: 

rbe lDn| dad shol Driii> Cicsb mail \s. Ibal yoir biolbec 
waalElo 4nle }□■ bul he iii !ia band le jpped (loi^ive mc, bu 
VDi'rellicoily oie hi' ho basal h jd I k:il |i>ke spru u e UDlbem'l 
i^Vb hii]dj|es, Ikal ii!i cniel Lo cipe^i nuLk of kim li is [Vii[ 

iTDCIkal be ba^ hisbovnai fciendio Fdll bjck upon bui iFyon 
rau Id SEC I kal Cneid as >« e :we hioilkesedjysyoi ^'ouldul be 
sure ivbelher il i^jsliae oric< The old hi'onan , >« ho bad Ike 
pedd le r-and- pell leodi episode , ''aMiol id iLlkesiinedjy hi'Dh 
yoir bnhcr>i Fncnd! I do as^uie you .^nd juvho* — even 
if be si ill hjs biains — his'inliDg appjiaus is all done up in 
arnicd, Af I kere you are' 

Bnldo ICC allow ne loalam you uidily' Wkeu all's Siiid 
aid done, I hey' re not so bitdly olC phy&ieally h jit and nbs 
are mere vanVics Jiyko^^, and i^e're here lo-ddy jud |oie 
iD-niojio*^ ' 

Sonelhii^ mieb ivoise [hjD diiCif irenenls and broken 
boies baa &[iJ<n| loilli Tidiil ebuos, and kas jIdidsI slaicd 
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lliem Dul of [DuilenaDcc ^uce ll \s ibc ivalf ibal \s tf rke 
door, dad ihc hDi«lin| did [iiuivliDg irFiliejr fiiiil i^ u Lir ivqIE 
U ■m Id b? nieezed M. id nc leJI >Da. Td pul j nitxlL^ni 
]ul]|]cjl Care upoi -i» -inoxm Greek CjbLe, llie ivdLC ■■ llieic 
rd^e ivyn bol izeiv Ike bvier que^JDD ol -thnic iodC L^ gojug 
4q nxif ilien 'ihea lliey gel out oFike pl!i;ler ^Jhls Ilia die 
ted dad boaid iDlhcm jusi Jl pieHem Wlicre aic I key (o go'' 
.^11 Ikose j^kj^li used lo be i>pei lo ilien jtc ^iddcuLy sliiil 
ljglil.TI]e>'ve b«k bcci ci pr lied , jud Ixxli beea d jivi alie nl ed 
II [ ivas rirlmed 4d IddI; oi ilie blur side dI ihc bknlel, [ 
'vhould {e[l!iii]l> lee] lk:il lliey hi'eic pld}'in| ■■ very lougli 
luck Bimell of course, e^d cdqic lo }□■ and \\i'> sia[ is 
full [>l llie V'\^\i ID bnif liiiv le llo'^- Cn| hi jloi£ '«]lh hin 
WIihIi i«i&b of kis IS ihc I IS of my eptillf. Cfrn lie bnsg 
Ijiqi'' Ele hi'aol'vlo kuoiv before he brojike'vike [irojwvilioi 
I'm lo be skiDued jjive il Idek ei'er ledrns Ihdi sueh d plea 
IDQAI was Dijde ho I beg yoi f^kalever cHliec ruh !iel& yaa ve 

fu iDconmil dunif yoiroieieorie Clif kl !i^ii>^ in> plane dC 
eiiseuce, doul ever|i-e ne aivjy Finly beeause il [ ever 
gel ackauee lodoiia I'm jxf ivil ive i li Jl 1 skoild ^'anl lo^liug 
Id you dsike mislleloe dneivlolke cak.dud eoild ic* bejrio 
te given aj^d> and setoudh', betdune ['m sodiiaehed lo iti> 
D^n ivkii ihdl I skoild ieall> 'vulCerpaju il u •t-Ci Uken Icom 
ne by fane Bob'tanlsyDulDlbiDkl overpaid lei hin hnoii 
dslDllie i^liaisand iv liens by celncn mjil 

You are i^o mspiiiiif ihai 1 ton Id lime yon dll day, bul 
Hiaike relirsol f^kal oiee <*-j:y. bm dids' will never be agjii. 
■eed la be rolled ip dCicsli id dbsoibenl action, did so I 
DiuHl njil my Red €n>Si od lo my leCl acDi. Jid gei do^^i ta 
businejis. If yoi sj* how uselul I am lo yoir brollier yini'd 
llianl bia lutly sdnlliai Ecamelhroif k iii> nel F hi' ii li Dnhiiig 
<yoi\c ihjD |ellin| ny ejr nlepped od. I ''ds hi£|in| Ike 
Jdddec|beiiigEaDii> dDd ^JieCul) did ihe mjn above me loetF 
II l&i'l II cinou'v lo Ihmk ikai il he'd '^dib biaces m c\iAj 
yoilh pnj ear w ould be all ii|hl no*. 
Behold me 31 your feel 
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R cspf clfi I ly yonfi. 
Hrrbrn Itrudnch MUrbrll 

When Mrs RoivScpII hid Qin^liKt I he lerier^hr tooked across 
arliercilLer and ivaiiH: 

"You've read Ihis. havcn'l you'"' 

"No." SBid he "I tried Id unstick It Iwd or three iLmen CDining 
on the Irairi, bul il w>^ toD much for me.~ |0q''| 

"Don't you reiify kno* whit II says'"" she asked more 
eame^lLy. 

"Yes, I do," Clover answercil, "bul Denhim niusi never know 
ihal I da." 

"I won'l leLI him," ^he said smiling TBinlly "But surely KecanT 
be as bidly dITis ihissays Has he really lost all his hair*"" 

"NdI all — only In spot," Clover reassured her, but then his 
recollections overcame him, and he added, ivilh a grin: "But he's 
ifearlul looking specimen, ill nght, ihou^ti " 

"About my binlher," she went on, lurning the lelter ihou^bil- 
fully in bier fingers; "when ^.lll he gel out, do tbicy Ibiink'^" 

"Anji lime nesi week " 

"Til wntc him," she siid "I'H wntc him and tell hjm ihaE 
everylbiing will be amnged for — for — loi them bolh " 

Clover sprang lo his feet 

"Oh, thank you," he eiclaimed. "That's mosi iwfully good in 
you'" 

"NdI at all." she answered "T'm very giid to be 

ibic to welcome them You must impress ttiil upon 

ihcm — paniculariy — paniculariy on my brother." 

Clover smiled. 

"I will." he said, rising lo go 

"I'd isk you to stB>' longer," she siid, holding out her hand, IQ^bl 
"bul I'm due it a charity ejilcnalnmenl to-night, iiid I have to go 
very eirly." 

"I tnow." he said, "I've come upon purpose logo lo il " 



70 The R cj uvcn I IId ri of Aujil Marj 

"Then T 'hflLl sec you ihcrc''" she istcd him 

"II will be whHl I !.hBll be iDoking lorwird Id mcul af ill," he 

"Il'ii been B grcal pleBEure lo meet >oii," slie i^Bid, Tiolding uiil 
her hBnd, "you're — wcIL, you're Unlike ' b' Ihcy ^aj in lilerary 
criliciiins " 

"Think you." heicplicil, "but miy I ask if you inlend Ihal aiv a 
compl I menl ''" 

"Dear inc~ '>he laughed, "lei me ihink how I dml inlend 
il. — VOi. Il iva^ rrieani for a cd m pli me n 1." 

"Think yDU,~ he said, ^hiking her hand warmly, "il's ed nkc 
lo know, you know. Good-by.~ 

"Good- by " 

Then he wcnl away. 
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TKc firsl rfvull oF Mr!i RosTtHfiv Invmilon wm Ibial ieck 
rcfuicd. He ikiid Ihal he hfld » sisler ol hliv own — l"o. If il came 
lalhil — ind u> he coukd e i&iLy mBnigefor h Lintel T. He wa^ very 
decided aboul II, Bitd i^omcwhil luCly and billeT — a stand which 
no one undenilood hK laklng 

H\s flal rerusal iv as 1:0 mm u n ic aled lo hb wdu Id be ho'^lens and 
iLgoeE wilhoul saying Ihal '>he vf^ as unable Id undcrMaiid b^ ill 
the rcil 1 1 keyed well enough wllh his lalely iihawn indifference, 
bul Ihe indifference keyed nol il all u'llh all ihal had gone 
before and slill Leib milh bicr \e'y eorreel comprehension of 
Jich hinuelf. She wuv quile pnsilive as la the aincenl^' of those 
piolcsl illo n& which he had m ade ivD h all 1 ngiy — so boyLkhi^' — artd 
in such absoLuleiy Irulhful Bccenis Why he had lumed over a 
new — artd bad — leaf so suddenly she did nol al all knoiv, bul 
her waman^ wil — backed up by ihe many good inslincl'v which 
good nomcn aiwi^'b gel fiam Heaven knowi jusl where — made [HMJI 
her feel firmer ihan ever f^ lo her hospilabLc InlcnUon'v. Jack 
had lold her many limes Ihal she was hK good angel, and il did 
nol seem lo her Ihal rmw, when he was 'o deeply Invoked in io 
much iJDuble, was Ihe hour for a man^good angel lo quielly lum 
iway. Suppose he was haughly' — ivhc knew men well enough 
lo know Ihal in his ease haughllnesz artd shame would be Iwo 
Dromii>s ihal even he himself would be unable lo Icll apacl. 
Suppose he did rebel agalnsi her kindncvs' — she knew women 
well enough lo know Ihal under iomc cl re umivl ance-i Ihey can 
pul down rebellion single-handed — if Ihey can only be Lefl in 
Ihe room alone wilh 1 1 for a few minulei. .\s regardenl Jack, she 
knew ihal Lhere wis somelhlng lo ei plain, and as lo herself stte 
was delighlfully pcsillve as lo her own ircesl'vl 1 b leness Given 
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Iwo iuch slalcmcnls and Ihc corn: I usian a r Bby Mis Ro'i'vOll 
wiDic Id hlilchcLI Bitd hr re Lk whalnhc wrott 

M\ DE^P Ml MlICHELL: 

I ^hauld hdv? Ellis'^ creil yoir Idler befUiconly ili:l jn Ik? 
cicjlPDi? Dl of i7[>n?^|ioid iif ivjlli in> biolhecl lorgtx dll e Is? 
Bui ny man ■? IS hd- e i?i ujBed by slo^' d eg rees Jid jd IidiiIjiie 
ihiDagli iny de&li Cor j bill lfDDiid>DU andarlJil;? Dpin> pc» 

I Jui 4| u V e SD m hm — ■■iipileoflkjl bedil I Fd I DpiT D]ii| pLi> 
of mnc — yon sire unndcnni v^b; I iim icully *nlin£ jnd fo 
1 *ilL Icll you ill oice. When Bob conies here lii may *nli 
mc I 4'!inl Mr Denkjin Io^udi? Ino I kjv? vjudus icjsuns 
for '^anlmg liiin 4d con? One bihal kc k!is noiihcre eihic 
4d|o ivkere lie 4' ill liavc liiilf !is |ODd j lime as he f^ill here 
Bid aniHiier i&lhjl iCbe gue'k Ji]> ivke ic e Isc I f^on' hjve liall 
B^lomd a lime a& lE ke romeii keic Piay eicuse ny bnil!il 
r^ndor, bul 1 jn auLy r ^'oniin, brnUl cdidoriuid '«on!U]L> 
ivedkue^ jl'ijys lia-e fone jboil encau raf iif oie iinnlher 
yoi kuoiv. I c Ji niH see dny |ODd le^Aiu lorMc Denkjin'^uol 
[Dnili° ei^ejx lk!il lie declines n> invil!ilioi ]l is -eiy &ilL> 
ID him, jnd I refacd V js ap resLHOi !il !ill I jm quile unused 
la beii£ declined jud do not ml end Id jcquiie ihe liiibl unlil 
] am R goixl dcjl aider llian I was ny bs b]illida>. Siill, I 
ran indeisljud ihjl ke bvino bi| Id foirc af ainnl liis 4' ill, ho I 
III ink I he kiidesi hi'ay lo bicakike barkofllie opjxf ivil loi ivjII 
te lor inclodo il peisonjlly ^s an oi'c r- cu lee I ■enjLy dNdys 
succeed All I lequiie LikHi D[i]Xfilinily 

Please l!i> I h e I ivd lijlve^ dF you r biaii e ■ ei ly lD|elbc r aod 
devbe a irain and au inlerFieiv lor me Ol CDUise yoi will 
ncel nc al^hcmiu and leave eic all he lolerMeiJ' These uee 
llie ruudjnenlal lalcfoCny fame. I know iliil >du aic clever 
did before we have leFl ihe nlalioi >du will know ihdl I jn 
As iLirk- con^iialDra we sbaLL surely wjn duI lofellier, wdkI 

Von lb veij Imly. 
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Benli!! RcsiEOII 

Thl:^ mi'i^Lve pa&lfid, Jack^ good ingel mide her^elT psllenl 
until I he B rie rnou n of Ihe nen I iH By when ivhe migbil and nl id expc^ I 
BO an'virr. 

She "'a;! no I d I'vipjxj i nied Tbielellercanic andu waspleaiviiilLy 
bulky imH apjieared ample enough Id hivecDulained in ludexnl 
gun fuwder plol She wh^ hd sure Ihal MiKhelL hid bei!!! lully 
equal Id Ihe ncci^ion Ihal '>he lure Lbie env[:lupc open ivLlh a 
smile — and read 

MYDE^HMIS ROSSCOIT: 

Td lliiDk nC my li!i-]iig iioinc dE yoir hjiiil hi' ril i ng tanny 
D*n' — [ s^JCi ncjrL> pelnrLed *Lili|Dy. 

Ydd nee I kto-t jnui v^rilini fnin Ii!ivId| ie!id Bimell oH 
HiCie "Burn ilii'v j nacc" e[iJ9le^ And i inav^ V a ill briier 
Tcon kji'iDg lo cjdiogiie ihen lor liis rcudy izfcizacc You 
kaa<* ha* iniuiieDl hciik (BdI I hj-e ran inioan Opels'^ V^li 
aid Enii^ djgce'v.f bux kiv jrd >> ) 

I sliall pceHeR'e vudc Idler nil I die. In -tRt I kIijII •teat 
■ caiclulJy ikpre!!!] jII ave r i« h creve r I nay be killed, and id 
pe-jcc I iilend id keep in> pijce in my Bible '«]lh il Could 
WDnlssiiy nore' {Being bkieked ii[idgjjii,l i^ill noi^ begin.) 

I hi'!is nDl :■ !ill 'vurpniied :■ > our >« nl Jng me. fl yDn hdd 
kaoivn nc i ivDold hj-e beei d ifferem Bui 4' here igDomn^e 
U bliiis Jiy ^'ODian bm yDuiycll ]>> jlwjy& liable Id piieh id 
ivlli a pen, and yoii ive via are nDl yunnelF but diiI> "an> 
WDmai' ID Die aik yel Beivide^, hiomeD kave iinllen Id ne 
before yon My mollier dues so ref Dlaily She eieloscs a 
pDslal ^aid and all I hdve lo dD i^ Id mjil il and lliere ske \\ti\ 

i:^ ansi^eied. It's a gical sckeme ivki^h I proDdL> iDi'enled 
ivken I lir^ ''eDi a'lay iDHkoDi and I ceiTDmnend \i lo yoD 
if you — ilyiiu ever liave a niollie r. 

hlo^' m; Ilk doeiv inn Ji^jy -tak nt'. Lei me refer Id 
yair eHeened favor jgain? All' we kave ^'orked do^D Id 
fie bed- lock, or — n Hugh Miller!i {olloquiiil phra.siig — id 
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Ibc "itLd led siiidslnae ," of Llie CjcI IIi:I via -t^U i-ici. Ydd 
HlJle the lacL '«ilh f^k:!! you de'iigu^e ^n bial!il cjndoc — jud 
] icply ivilh candied bruldlVy ihu I have llianfkl llmi jII 
alonl If yoD dre avcriclit ny vie hi' af llie nailer, yon nusi 
Imk oil ol I lie j^iiiIdi^ llie '«hole lime iliJl 1 eoDliniie Fnc 
□ncc emered I dl'^d>'k li|lii Id j Fjnbik did 1 ^judix leiice lu 
in> encncc on Iki'i ji'[|]C]dii'v emujiion ivilhom Jinaui^mg 
lliioiigli Jlminjvl ikjl even iF J:i^k is a mivl jdioljc Fellii'i I 
nevecliaveeaughl ilie ni^iobe Ciom Iudi. and as !i :wq lenee 
have aliiBva seen e lear i Iiidu|Ii and duI af ihe d lie r side dC 
llie i^liole siludliDn Ol ^niiiye i 'iliould dix SiI> IIiis In any 
womji bil >Dii because Jl '«nuld ic* liavejDV neaiiiD|li>hei 
bul, beliveei yau and medlllking^are pnnicd jd plaii bLnl 
aid hi'liJle -i»6. Ikeieloie. I lesperlfully sibnil a pioEmin 
rDnsLiilinl of ihe l<yo d'cIix:^ Inii Tuc^ay jnd myivIC, la 
te recDf iized by a bednin| look of birBin| jciy. ■jun Ike 
jtlalfonn Be>Dnd llial you may cnafide yoirself lo '^Ji^mg 
<y-i\y ID in> luiids. rhe> are nol bad kand'^la be id a^ ycmc 
brrclieraDd i^ h j e- ei-ycm-call- i ac I: can le^ily I j^ill Li> in> 
Ijdcs in ikedail lo Ihe end llial ycm nuy bloam ii llie sui 
|IM| Tiu'il nie Ydu need do lo mare — eicepc biy yauilickei 

Tfce li^o o'clock on Tiealay Vou can ejsily lemember 
H b> ihe T'^ — iC you doi'l °cl nixed i«ilh lliree o'clock on 
Tknnday Ti> reneinbenng V b> Ihe2's A sdCe i«ay f^ciDld 
be Id pil ildof^i 

Youi^ lo obey 
Herbeit Kendnck ^Ijlcliell 

P 5. Plejse recDilecl ihJ I an oily handsDoie occoidjng 
lo llie gcrfxl old pcoveib and do nd nisake me foe jn 
ciler|insin| liacknao 

Mj». Roiscoll clipped her hands with dflighl when she 
finistii!!] Ihe leller. She was overjoyed tl ihc success ol tifr 
"Djienml play," and ihe wralc her new co nespondc n I livo lines 
icccpliaghis luvililiDU, and iicnldowaou Iheippoinled Icalnon 
ihc HpEuiulcd day lie mel her aL Ihf dcpal and lhc> divined one 
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Hnolhecil I he fi r^l gl ance 1 1 was I m po^^i ble nol In knuu'so preiry 
B woman — or so hamely a man. For Ibic anceHors o£ HLKhclL 
had worn kills anil red hue in cfnluncv gone by, ind alltiDugh 
he proved Ihe leulh of Ihe red-bi»ir pro [xjs i lio n , no one would 
ever believe Ihal inylhln^ of his build could ever ha.'c hccn 
induced Ip have pul llseLf inlo killi — knowingly Furl bienno re, 
his voice hid t crick In 11, and went by jerks, and hl^ eyebrows 
>>> m palh I /ed wilh his voice, and the cycii below Ihem were hlllc 
and gny and IwinkLing, ind allogelher he was Ihe sorl of man 
who iiv lenned — according lo accrlain ivlyle of phrasing — "above [IU5| 
suspicion." Bui she Itked him, obi' i mmenivel^' , and he liked 
her. And when I hey were riding up in Ihe camige logc Ibicr she 
fell how lhoroughl>' Iru'lworlhj his graj' c>'es and good smile 
declared him lo be, and had no hesilalion in leLling him whalshe 
winled lodo, ind in inking him whal \he win led lo know. 

Milchell cerlBinly hid a lileni for plolling, for when ihey 
reached Ihe house where ihe culprils were le m pan rily domiciled, 
Burnell hadgi>neoul lo give hl'i mended ribs ■^omc cxerciic, and 
Jick was reiding ilonc In Ihe room where Ihcj shared one 
inalher's I In i men Is wilh friendly generosily. 

The irch-conspiralor weni u[«liiis. came down, ind then, 
seeking Ihe lady whom he hid left m the pirlor, said lo her 

"DenhamJi up I here and you can go up ind say whi lever you 
have lo say You know 'In union iherc K ilrenglh ' Well you've 
go I him alone now, aitd he'Ll prove weikly as i co nbeciuence or I 

mibs my guess." 

Then he walked slriighl over by Ihe window ind picked up a 
magazine aiv if il was all sell led. aitdshc only hcsllaled for hilf a 

■vccond bcloreshc lurncd and wenI up^laliH. 

There was a door hilf open in Ihe hall above, and nhe knew 
ihal thai mu&l be Ihe door. She lapped al il llghlly, and a man'^ |IOD| 
voice |a voice thai she knew well), called oul gruffly 

"Come ml" 
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She pushed Ihc donr i>jicn al Ihsl and cnLcnxl, and saw Jack, 
Bnd he <ia her tie lurnfd very ptic bI Ihe sighl. and Ibiim Ibie 
i:alar ClnDcleti his face, and he tasc fcom tiis chiic abrupily, and 
put hLk hind up Ed ihf slnp'^ Ibial held Ibie bandage un hliv head. 

"Burncll isri'l here," he said quickly. "Me wcnl duI ju^l a few 
niinulejv ago " 

Mis lone wi^ hard, and >'el a I Ihe same lime i L i^hooh ^hgtilly 

She approached biiin. tKjLdjngaul hei hand. 

"I'm glad of ihal," she said, "beciii&e il was Id ecc you thai I 
[:ame.~ 

To hergrealsurpri'vCsomclhLng m ul i raup » nd Hzomfiil flashed 
in biLiv eyes as bic rolled a ch a ir forwiKl for bier 

"You honor me," he ^aid, and hii lone and manner baEh 
hardened yel moie. Hi^ general appcarartce was ihat of a man 
ten years older, bie had changed lernbly in Ibie wcehs ivln^e she 
had last seen him She look Ihe chaic and sal do^n slill looking 
a I him. Me sal dD*n loo, and his eyes *enl reslLe^ivly arourtd Ihe 
room as If ihcy so ughl a hald I hal should withhold Ihem from her 
[IDT] flcarchi ng ga7£. There was ishorl pause 

"Don'l ipeat Like Ihal," \he said al laivl "El [ivn! your way, 
and 1 know you loo well — we hrh>w one anolhcr loo well — lo 
be anylhmg bul sincere You owe me sumelhlng. loo. and \f I 
Toibeir you should urtdeislartd why.~ 

"I owe you 'iomelhing,do l"*" he asked. "W hal do I oweyou^' 
Mrs. Rd^scdI I e a ughl hec urtder lip in her lee Ih 
"You gave me a promise, Mr Denham," '>hc said, quilc low, 
bul moivl dlslln^.lly — "a promise which you bn>ke " 

Jack flushed, his eye] ids drooped foe a minule. 

"I didn'l heeak il." he said "I gavcil up." 

"Is there any difference^" 

"A greal d rif crence." 

He shrugged his shouldern 
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"Do you waul lo have I he Innh"^" he said "If you rcaLly do, I'll 
tcl\ jou Bui I don'L ask lu Icll you. recoiled, »nd if 1 were you 
I'd drop ihe whoic — I ^.cnal^ly wouLd. — If I were you " 

She Looked al him in iiilo n istimcniL 

"J doni undeislind " 'herald "Tell me i*hal you mcin." 

He raided tii'v hind li> his bandagenl ticid agiin 

"I Ihlnk." hesald-fighlinghBrd li> ivpc b k w Hh u Her i ndlflercnce, 
~l ihinh Jhal ll wauld hi\c been heller If yau had laid me abuul 
Holloway." 

\l IhBl her big c>'e^ opened "'idely [[4B| 

"Whil !.hDuld I lell you abuul Mr hlolk>way^" she a^ked. 
~Wha< could I Icll you ibuiil hirri'^" 

"ll l&n'l liiy u&e ^[viking like ihal." he said, ind wilh ihc 
wiinJ'v he ivuddenLy leaped Irom biis chair tnd began lo plunge 
back and fnrlh acroiiv ihe small room. "You zee I'm no! a bay 
my more I've come lo my senses I know now' I unden^land 
now' II'l ill pliin Id me now. Now and always. I've been fooled 
once bul only once »nd by .Ml Ibial K, I never will be fooled 
again Your're prelly and awfully lasclnaling. and llTi alwiy:^ Tun 
Toi Ihe woman — e&pecla^ly ir i^he knoWk ill her bel& are ikifely 
hedged. And I was so co mplelely done up ihit I was even moic 
■ipon ihan ihe common run, I suppoie, bul — " she waiv ■vlaring 
al him m unfeigned amazemenl, ind he was lashing himself lo 
Tuiy wllti Ihe feelings Ihil underiaid hiz woids — "bul even if you 
made il all righl wilh yoiiPvelf by calling your shire by ihe nimc 
of 'having i good inlluence' over me fl know lhal\ how mimed 
women ilways pal Ibicmselvei on Ibic back while Ihey'rc iending 
u& m ihc devil), even Itien, I Ihlnk Ihal ll would have been bellcr 

10 hive been fair and :a|iiHre wilh me. Fl would have been beller 
all lound. I'd have been lefl wilh zomc belief in — in people \' 

11 IS. when I saw Ihal you'd only been laimbiLng al me. I — well, I 
wcnl prelly far " \\tm\ 

Me Eloppcd shoEl, ind Iransfined her paleness wilh tiis big, 
dark eyen 
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"Whj ivcmi'lyou hancil''" he aiiked angnly. And I hen he i Bid 
Bgain. more billerl>'. more scornCiiLlj, than bclDrr "Why wasn'l 
I latil ibau[ Hollo way?" 

She clasped her biand'v lif.billy logclhci 

"Whil biaiv been Laid yon aboul Mr nolloway ind myself?" 
'>he asked. 

"NolbiLng."' 

"Then why do joujip^ik bs joiida'"' 

Al Ihil bie Ihruiil his hands inlo his fu^hel?! and again began n> 
fling himsell baek and rarlh aeros'v Ihe room 

"Perbiajis you'll Ibilnk I'm a zneat," bie said, "bul [ wa^n'l a 
sneak. I neni in Id see you Ihil Saturday' as uauat, and ivbien I 
weni upivliirs — you "cre wilbi biim in ihe Library I heard Ihrec 
wordiv. God' Ibiey ivcre enough [ I didn'l knoiv Ihal anjIhin^couLd 
kuo^h Ihe bollorri oul of life so quiekly. My '>iin ind iilais all Tell 
a[ once — I reckon my lieivcn wenI loo Al all evenB L wenI oul 
of >'our blouse and down town and I drink and drank — ind all lo 
I bie Irulh »nd ho no r of wo men " 

bie bulled ^ilh his back lo her, ind Ihere was silence m the 
jDom lor many m mules 

When he faced aiound afler a lillle.she was weeping billerlj, 

lini having lumed In her seal ho Ibial her fiee mighl be buned in Ibic 

cbiair back, bier whole body was ivhiking wilh suppressed i^obs. 

FIcEloodsllll and slareddown upon her and finally sbie lifted up 

her faee ind iiaid wilh Irembling lips 

"And ill Ihe Irouble came fiom iJial. Oh, wbiil ivhill I do'' 
WbialzhaLI I iay"" 

"I don'i know whil youcin do, or whal yon i: an say, ~ he said, 
remaining slill and wale bung her ivl ncere dKl reiis. Td feel prelly 
blamed mean If I were you, Ihnugh Underslind. I don'lqueslion 
your good la'vleinchop'iingblollDwaj'.noryour righllo love him, 
nor his nghl Id be ihere, bul I fill Id undeisland wbiy you were 
ta mc^iui BS you werr, ind I Think lI was unfair — oiiE-ind-oul 
mcinV 
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"hTr [JcnliBni " sbic said almoM painTufly. 'jou've mide a 
dreadlul mLivlBkc " Then 'he ivlnpred and mpiMcned her llpi. "I 
don'l know jml what WDnt you ovcrheaid, bul Ihe dramalic 
inMruclor was there Ihal iflfruDon drilling Mr. HollDwaj and 
m yself for I bic pi ris which wc look in Ihe charily play ihal week, 
Bfler bic wcnLiiul "c wcnl o ver o ne of I bic Hcencv ilone Periiips 
you bicard pirl of Ihal " She iilopned and ilmoivl chahed "Mr. 
Hollaway hts nrver rcilly made in} love lo mc — j:erbiaj>v bic 
never winlcd lo — pcrhaESi f'vc never win led him lo " 

Jack Glared his misconccpllon was so slrongly lnl^[!n^.bl[!d in |lll| 
Ihe forefrunl of hib brain Ibial hecouJd no I jcisibly dislodge il al 
once. 

Mr: R oiflicDll cam I nued lodry ihclcir^ Ihal continued lo mie; 
■vhe ivcenied IcrnbLj ilfecled al finding hei^elT lo hive been Ibie 
izauive |no miller how innocenlly| uTlhis lilesi laleofu'rack and 

CIUDl 

"□d yau mcin Id say,' ihc young man Eiid, il lasL, 'ihal 

"here was no Inilh in ivhal I heard'' Don'l you eipcci lo marry 
tiolloway''" 

"I never c^pccl Id mairy anyone, but ccrLiinLy nol him," she 
repLied, lij'ing lo regiin her 1:0 mjx^ivure 

"Honesl?- 

" .^.ivsuredl y " 

Il was IS iT an unseen orche'ilra had suddenly buisl lorlh jusl 
near enough and ju'l Far enough aivay He came lu Lhe ndc af 
her chair ind liid his hind upjn lis back. 

"Then *hal have you been Ihinklngof me lalely'"' he asked. 

"Very sad I ho ug his," s he co nfeiiied — hiding her face agiin 

"Did youcarc^" 

"Yes,lcired." 

lie arood beside her lor ■ long lime wllhoul speaking or 
moving Then he suddenly pulled a ch a 1 r forwi rd . and sal down 
[:k>?kc infionl of her. 11171 
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"Don'l cry." he 'Bid, ilmaivl dHrin^ lo be leralfr. "There's 
nDlbiLng lo cry Bboul ffi'ii' you know " 

"I ihinh Ibirre's plenly lUr me Id cry about," \he said, looking 
up IhiDugh her long »'el la^tic^. ~U ts^ic lecnble For me lo be I he 
□ue Ihal 1^ lo bLime Pipa iiweais he'lF nPL'er Torgive Bob, and 
your auni — " 

"Loid Idvc you'" he exclaimed, "dan'l worry ovri me ar my 
■urn. I dan'l. I dan'l mind anything, wllti HollowHy blaked in ihe 
dilch I cin gel along v,e\[ enough rtaw " 

He smiled — B^.luaLly smiled — ti hes[x>ke. 

"Oh, you musln'l speik ho," ihe '>t\d. bLuiihliig. "indeed, you 
muM ml " And ivmiled, loo, i n s pi le q f bieisr If . 

"Who'ivgalng lo Mop mc^' hr siid. "You know ihal youcan'l; 
I'm miLes Ibic biggcsl " 

She looked al bum ind Ined lo fcown, bul auly bluivhrd again 
ircleid He pul oul hK hand and lock heUk Inic lis clasp. 

"I'm evcrlasling glad lo shake college." bic declared ^ayly, "il 
never "■ as m y fa vo rile alley I've made up my mind lo go lo ■tort 
JUS I a.'vsoou IS I gel Iheiie pisli^' si ripb a IT m^' heid " 

"WhcrcT- 

"I don'l know. Anywhere I don'Tc»re." 
[im "Bul you'll come lo my bouse when Hob comes neM week, 

won'l you""" she liked suddenly "I can sec now why you 
would n 'I before, bul — bul 1 1^ differc n I now. Isnl il?~ 

"Is il^" he said, aivking Ihc queslion chieffy of hcrprellj eyes. 
~K il bioneslly dlllercnl no"'"^" 

"I Ihink 1 1 IS." she artswered 

A door bangenl below. 

"ThjI'sBurr'" he exclaimed, remembering suddenly I he prax- 
imlly oT Iheir chairs, ind miking hisle lo place himself fan her 
away. 

Bumell''kSlep WHS heard on Ihe 'kliir. 

"¥ou never said inylhlng lo him. did you^" she queslioned 
quickly. 
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"CeMainly no I." 

The iie\l lu'vIbuI Bumell was in Iheroom, and hliv^isler wis in 
h\s anns. | AslDnii^h] n^ bio w caul I y he acerpied Ihe fael, loo ) 

"Mr Denbiam is earning Id mr wllti you, Bab," '>he \i\6 wbien 
he leleised her. "I've pcPvUided him " 

"How did youHii> il''" '>he w»^ liked 

"By undmahlug lo cfconellf him wilh hi' lunl, dear/ she 
replied, blandly "It's a conlner Ihil we've drawn up bflwern 
ui. Yau know lh>l I wis always ralhec good In llie pari of the 
Iieacem a kf r. " 

As she Kpoke, her eyes fell wamingty an Ihe manlfe^il aslan- 
ishmcnl of Aunl HiryV neptiew. 

"You don'L know what you're underl a k ing , Belly," iiid bicr |liJ| 
biDlher. "You nevfrhad a chmcf la like Aunl Miry lor beilfr, 
for woPvC — I liave " 

"I'm nal Blinncd,"sald ivhc, "I'm very caurigeaus. I'm iiurc I'll 
■succeed " 

"Can ihe mender of ways — alhei pcof^f's ways — come in?" 
H&ked 1 voice ai Ihe door 

h wa£ M I le hel I 's va ice, and heeimc In wilhaul wailing foe an 
Invilalion. 

"ii il limelhil I wcn1^~ Mis. RosacdII isked him, anmctialy. 

"Half in hairrycl " 

"Oh, I Ety Jieh,~ cned Eumell, "lei's boil some wilcr In llic 
wl Ich-h a 7el pan, ind make i nrebll in Ihe paulllcc pan, ind hive 
some lea here." 

"Sure," iviid J ac k, i^udden I y become hisbliihe and buoyanliielf 
again "You jusi lake off yaur Hal ind look Ihe olticr way, Mrs. 
Ro^ikcoll, and we'll have you i lunch in ajiffy.' 



mil 



Chapter Twelve - A Trap For Aunt 
Mary 



In AunI Mir^'^ jkHrl or Ihc ci>unlr>' Ibc skies hsd been i:r>'Lng 
ltLcm:icLvf& ^Ick for ihc IbM IiIX wfcka Thr cnubcrcy bag wi^ 
B goner forever, il "'as feared, ind b llllle house, ver>' handy 
for sitning berncv In biail had m loundalions undrrmined, and 
dia appe a cril benciLbi Ihc face or ihc walcis al^D. 

Uuiilcr £uch pcopLliats ci re until ancea . AunE Mir>' sal b>' her 
p^n pacllcular u'lndaw lud loohenl <leml>' and 'veveccl>' oul 
Bcioui Ihe gacdeu and down Ihe iDad. Lucinda sal b^' Ihe olher 
window sewing. Luclnda hadn'l chingcil jnilenally. Qui her 
general appearance slmek her mislcebs as marc lirilallug ihan 
ever. Everjlhing »nd cvcrj'body seemed lo have become more 
and mare icnialing ever sinec Jack hid been dL^I n hcriled. Or 
caiusc, Il was nghl Ihil he ivhauld hive been disinhcnled, buL 
AunI Mary hadn'l Ihoughl much befocehand as lo u'hal would 
happen aClciwBcd, and il abs loo iggraviling lo have him lum 
oul ■io well jusi when she had losi all pallcnce wllh him ind iva 
mm casi him off forever, and lor him la develop such i beauliful 

eharaclcc, all of a sudden laa — Ju&l as il educiliDU and gaad 
idvicc had been his undoing and icclu^ion an^l illness were Ihc 
guardian angels anived jusI in lime la sivc him Iram Ihe evil 
ciTecIs Ihe rear. 

Il hadn'l occurred lo AunI Miry ihal people keep an living 
jusI ihe same even afler lhe>' have been ^.ul oul of i will. And 
ivhe never had counled on Jact'iv laking hl'i blllcr medicine m 
Ihe spinl he was manlfeivling She had nal cakulalciil any af 
ihe [xisslble effects of her hasl>' aclion vci^' malurcly, bul she 
ecrlainly had no I in lie i piled i lamblike ivubmission la even Ihc 
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hanihftvl of her aTlcCs, nor hid sbic cxJx^.^cd Jick Id be one 
who would blclclly objicrvc Ibic BibLc rcgul alio nii and Ha rclum 
good for evil — In olhcr waidiv, wnic bicr now wbicn he biad never 
wnlCen her in Ibie bygone yeanv (unlcvs under 'hBrpcsl fLUBnclal 
iki reus nf ciri: u msl b n^ e-if 

¥el iuc bi wiiv lblc^.»'vc Jn.khBd become b "re ad y IcI Icr-w ri ler' 
cversiuce ht'> removal lo Ihc i:il>' whilhei Mime kind fnends bad 
Invrled htm directly he could leave his £ic k-roo ni. AunI Mary did 
no I knoi* who Ihefncndiv were and hBd hcM I b led so me"' h al »■> lo 
opening Ihc fiisl Idler Hiil il hBd borne no sling — being inivlcad 
mosl swccllj pilbclie, »nd since Ibcn, olheis hid followed wilh 
■ouching frequency. Their [xill^hed periods fell npon ihc obi |II7| 
lady'i 'lony hBidncvS of he»n wllh ihe jicniislcnl frequency' of 
Ihe proverbial drop of wiler Aflcr Ihe secnnd she had ceased 
Id reginil Ihe Inslruclions given Lucinda as lo mcnllonin^ her 
nephew^ nBmc. and afler ihe ihird he became again her favorile 
lopic of conversalion 

[ I seemed Ihal Ihe [wor bo>' had had Ihe mlifnrlune loco nine I 
meaiileiv, artd in hK weakened slile Ihe disease had nearly proved 
falal. Von can perhifu divine Ihe effect of ihis slalemeni on Ihc 
grand-auni, and ihe further effec I o f Ihe wordivi "Bui never mirtd, 
AunI Mary," wilh which he concluded Ihe bnefnarralion. 

AunI Mary had Iried lo snorl and had sniffed inslead, '>he had 
lumed baeklo I he fi rs I page, re id, "All m>' head h as been sh a ved, 
but I donl cire aboul having any more fun, anyhow,' and had 
lei ihe leller fall in her lap. Ever>' lime Ihal she had ihou^hl 
si nee of "our bo>'." her anger had fallen holler upon whoever wai 
handlesi Lueirtda |who was used lo il) lived under a figuralive 
ram of oinders. ind Ihnved ikalamander-like in Iheir mld^l. bul 
Arelhusa — who had come up for a week — found herself lolally 
unable lo 'kland Iheertdless lava artd boiling ashes, and fled bach 
lolhe bosom of Mr Arclhma ihe third morning afler her arrival. |IIE| 

"I've gal lo go, I find,' she hid yelled Ihe nighl before her 
departure. 
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"I ccmlnfy *ie1i >ou waufil.' replied Tier lunl "I'm b grcHi 
bcLlcvmn niBrrLcd *oincn pBying Bllcnllon al home before ihcj 
bcgm Id pty inio iheir neighbois' bITiiis. II% i good ida MdsI 
gencrBlly — mi>sl bIwbj's " 

Thl^ wiik blllerly unkind, since Acelhu^B was in ihe biabil or 
laklng Ihe lo ng j ourney purely oul nf b iiense □ T duly and !□ kerp 
Lucinda up Id ihf mark, but gralefcil ipprfcialion Lk riTcly ever a 
^■Itenl point In Ibie ebian^leraf an Buloeral. 

"I'm glad ihe's gone," AunI Mary laid Lucinda, when ihey 
were lefl logcl bicr oin.c more "She puis me beyond all palicncc. 
She i: bial lePv gibberisbi IhiL I ^an'L mikeoul i void oT foe an hour 
Bl a lime, and then, all Df i&udden, iihe serf ims. 'Dinner's ready,' 
Dr somclbilng cquaLlj' silly, in a voice like a ciirin' knife El's 
enough lo drive a sane peisonslark, raving mad ll is " 

Lucindi acquiesced wilh a nod. Lucinda herself vts glad 
ihal Arclhuiki had gone She rcBcnted ihe minncr in ivhich Ibir 
laller »l"'ays Loaked over Ihe preserve cIdivcI and counlcd Ibic 
■vllver. Nolh I ng wi'; cv er m isii ng, bee b use L uci nd a * as aiv honcsl 
Bs a day Iwenly-live biDuis lon^, bul Ibic mare hane^l ihoie of 
III9I Lucind a'& ci I rbei ire, ihe more mad lhe>' gel if Ihey feel Ihal I hey 

irc being walched Sd Lucinda loqulebced wllh i nod 

The mi'lrcss and miid were silling alt^ne logelher, *ilh Ihe 
June run lalling wllhoul, and il was Ihal pleasanll>' eiclling 
liDiii nhich earner only In ihe CDiinlry ind is known i& "aboul 
mall- lime " 

"Theic's Ji>shu» now," AunI Mary exclaimed, prescniLy, "I sec 
him lurnln' m Ihe gale, fle'll he al Ihe door before you gel Ihere, 
Lucinda, — he will. There, hc^ Iwii^lin' his wheel off. He's Irjin' 
la hold Billy an' hold Ihe lellers an' Vrhislle, ill al ance Why 
don'l you go lo him Lucinda? C a n'l you hear* whislLe Ihal 1 can 
see"" Or, If you can' I hear lhe*hislLe. ^.»n'l you hearme'' Da you 
ihmk whoeier Aiole ihose lellers would be much pleased If ihey 
could \ec you so slow aboul gellin' Ihem^ [Jo — " 

Jusl here Ihe old lady, lurning loward Lucinda. peTuelved ihal 
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ihc had been gone — HcBven knew how long She fri Idee idcdf y 
vexed Bl nnding herself lo be In Ibie wiong, cubbed her i»£c 
imjkillencl}', and willed in i leinperlo milch I he rubbing. 

"My Locd' how slow \ihe is'." \he ihou^hl "Well, in don'l die 
of old »ge CiPvl, I presume T 'LI gel my lelleis ^omc lime Maybe " 

A^ a mailer of fie I, Itic dooc hBd blown ^hul behind Lucinda, 
ind ihe laller [vniDnagc waiv making her way, wllti well-hoiMcd |l2(i| 
&kln£, aiDund Ihc haitie lo Ihe biek door She didn'l pis\i The 
window where ihe \rgus-eyed wis looking forlbi, because ihal 
lady had slcon^ opinions of Ibiosc who Lei doais bang behind 
I hem wilhoul Ihe ic own volillon 

Five m mules Lilerlhe maid did Cm ally appear wilh one leller. 

"T ihoughl you waiv wiilin' lo bnng lo-monow's mall bI Ihc 
simc lime," said Aiml Mary, Icily 

Then she found Ihil Ihc lellec wis from Jack, ind Lucinda wis 
complclely forgo lien in ihe pleaikUre of opening and reading it 

DEAK ALM M'H 

Ir sccQi'v HO aomle tia* I'n |ia leuiaing Ike pleiu^ure of 
ivriiiDg leiieiH I enjoy lE note cveTj day. Wbea l^keeu pen I 
c-i» hdrdly keeplioin leehnglli:! loughl lo 4' rile you d i red ly 
I lliiDkDCyDu.lhcD, because I'm I li lokiog of you moa jl^^jy^ 
Ir seemsiisiri never appEeclilnl yoi beEoce, Aim ^Ijry. 

I -t^al lo lell you nonelhiif ikjl I know will make you 
kappy ['ve never rnddc you very iappy Ann! Miiij' bm I'm 
going Id begiD now. Tvc get j place ivliere I can ejrn my 
own living, and I'n going lo work j uhI Ltsma a& fanisliDng 
cioif k I'n aivlickled js j bab> o-er ii I'll ljy you dny odds 
I f ei lo beaiHlier mdilkan I lie cH lie r Joh ■ WiUkiis I reclon 
Bioney *!is bad For ne. Ami Mai^'. Jid I cji sec lliai you've |l?1| 

doie 1?^ Ike n°kl ilimg la make a mail oF me TIljI i^n'l 
surpriTiiif , because you alwjys did do |ia llie riglii Iking 
.^■nl N^ary, n *^is I l\\-t al^'aysdid jia ilic ivroii| I lung bul 
I'm arai^klened oul no'« and iliiFkline ii!i fUre-er — you jusi 
wjil and ve. 
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TkeicSoDC ihlif hKkers mc ^one aod ll]!ii is I doul |el 
&liDn| very tas They ivjil me Id uke j loii^ bul 1 doal 
ittnkaEonH wauLd help mc niuk 1 lee I sokhI dC blie iiad 
depre^cd jad perhdpi^lhdl'siJlunl lurBob'sd'^ay ncM dI 
Llie iJDie jud I'm Iick: jII dl[>ne ll'sd bi| Ijodsc jud son dE 
loDcly !iDd snaielJines 1 fiid in>'ielF imd|]niif i\o<\ il '^□uld 
secDi lo hdve SDiiieDnc Fiddi hirmc id ii v^Mh ate, aid 1 liid 
in> iielf ill m 1^ en'Lng — fdo, Fnrj Fjt(, AunI Mjty 

Ncki hi'eek. Bub isgoiag lo te aivjy mareikjii usual, Jiid 
I'm drciidmg u Jivlullv, bm never mad. Ainl Miii>, I dou'l 
<y-i»I lo m-ikc you blue, beejuse lione^ly I don' ihiik I'm 
gomf inlod dee line, even iCilie dnelor does. And. dlle rail 
if ] did ^on of di^iidle Jivjy u iviiuldn' mjiec niiieh. Foe 
I'm nn '^dUIi duviliing and lo oie kto-ts Hun as f^ell as 
myself — ei^cepl yoi Auil Man' I inuslslo[i because u!i niie 
□eloik dnd lime I *!a in bed I've gol some seeks lo ^'a&li 
Dili Tira^loD, yon see, I'm lejniJiig lioiv loeeoionize jd^ lis 
Ha as I {du. Il'f onlv Iivd nile' lo in> v^oik and I'di gong 
loi^alk baci: and foUk ali^ayi — iLal'll br belii'een liCiv eenis 
did d dollar saved edili i^eek. I'n Figunng on lio^' lo live on 
■i> silan' and never ha-e adetc, aid yau'll be pcoud of ne 
yel ^ini Maij' — jFI don'l die FiiM. 

Tkinl: oloie all alone Leie neil week. IE I 'laiinl sleitdfjsl 
|I37| o^a loek I believe I'd dosameiliing Faolish fms iDf el out oE 

■i>&elf. Bnl ■evecnind, ^inl Maij.l'sall ci^kl 

Yoir jfEl nepie*. 
]a4in Walkiiii, Ji Denlun 

When LucindB relumed liiini dijing her feel Aunl Mary had 
her biiuilkerchierin one hnnd and spe^lseles la Ihcolher 

"SiinlK and sinncral" cued ihc mild, m t voice Ihal gnlfd 
wl ih sy mpB Ih J . "He nin'l *ril lo 'By he''; ilead, !■£ hc^" 

"No," said .Aunl Mary, "bul he isn'l is "cll b4 he makes oul. 
Thcre'^ no deecivin' me, LucindBl" 

"Dear' deBri"cned IheTnisly and True, "isltiJl so'' Whali lo 
be done'' Do you ivanl Jashui lo lun »ny where ^" 
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AunI Mar, '>udden\y regBiued hcT ca nipciui? 

"Run B uyu' hci? '^" ikhi: linked, wilh her utiUbL bilLer in lu ml ion. 
~ir you Bin'l Ihc grcBlr&l fool I c\Tr wbh called upatt Id bed and 
bo ard, Luci nda ! Will yau kindly explain lo mc ho WkflLi n' Justiua 
Irollin' iiv gom' lo dn »ny monal good lo my poor boy away off 
Iherc in ihal dreadful cily?" 

"He could lelfgrapti lo MniS Arelhiui." Lucmdi 'kUgge^lcd. 
The aug^eivllon be^jioke I tie Jiuperior moral quality of Luciudi'^ 
make-up — her own feeling low anil \relhii'v» being considered. [I33| 

"I dan'l waul her," said AunI Mary *ilh a jioiilivencss Ihal 
wjs final. 'I don'l wanl her. My heavens. Lucinda, Bin'l we jusi 
had enough of her'' Anyhow, if you iin'l. [ have [ don'l wanl 
her, noc no livin' ivoul excepi my Ininh; an' I ivanl Ihal juM as 
quick By Joivhua can haul ililDU'noul of Ihe allic." 

"You ain'l Ihinkin' ol goin' Iravelin'!" ihe maid cried in con- 
slernalion, "youcan'l nPL'erbe Ihin kin' of /ftflf.'" 

"No," ivaid her miivlrcsiv wilh fine irony; "[ "'anl ihc dint lo 
make a pieoul of. probablj." 

Lucinda wh:^ ivpeechlesa 

"Lucinda," her mLklrens &iid, afler h few seconds had faded 
iLvay unimproved, ~£cem& lo me I menlionecl wanlin' Jonhua lo 
gel down a Ininh — ^cemiv lo me I did " 

The maid lurncd and Icll Ihe room She fell more or leiis 
dazed Nolhing so Marlliiig f^ AunI Mary'iv warning a Inink 
had happened in years Di'vinheriling Jack was nol in il by 
comparison. She *enl slowly away lo find Joihua and found him 
in Ihe fanhcr end of Ihe rear woodhouse — John Walkiniv, like 
several of his ilk, having marked each forward slepin Ihe world 
b}! a backexlensEon of hm hoise. 

Joshua was chnppi ng wood , his ai was high in Ihe air. He al^o 
was calm and unsuspecling |J>I| 

"She's goin' lo Ihe cily alL alone'" Lucinda's voice suddenly 
proclaimed behind him. 

The ax fell. 
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"Whii iviyi 'vD?" I !■> h» nd I cr ulcm Hnd cd, far i ng » bo u 1 1 n s u rprisc. 

"She says SD " 

JoivhuH pickcii up Ihe tx and puk'^fd il ari?Eh. He wee hkimcLr 
again 

"She'll go ihen," he i^iid cilmly. 

Lucindi mBcched sround in front of him, and plinla] her^elr 
finnl>' amonf Ihe chlp:^. 

"jD'.huB Whllllcbcyi- 

"VJe can'l help il," said Josbiui stolidly "We're herr lo niind 
her. If ibic wmls lo go lo Wew Ynrk, or lo c hinge her weII, ill 
we've gnl li>do is lo be 'vlmpLe "■ i lncsivizs. " 

"Shedonl wboI MIivS \iclhii4» lclcgr»phed,~said Lucindj. 

"I don'l blame her," said Joshua; "if I waa her and If I ^ti 
go in' lo New Yaii: I WDuldn'i winl no one Iclcgrapbicd." 

"She u'anK her Ininh duI of Ihe allii: " 

"Thizii 'vtif'ILgfl her Ininhauiorihe bIIic When docs she wanl 
II?" 

"She wanLk 1 1 now." 



"Then stie'lL gel il now,' said Joivhua Fnim Ihe general I rend 
□I Itiis and Dl her cem arks o C Joi^hu a Ihe reader will readi I y divi ne 
[1351 why he had been in Aunl Muy's employ for Ihirly yeais, and 

had alwayv been chiraclenzed b>' her aiv 'a mo&l sensible man " 
and anyone mho hid seen Ihe alacnly wilh which ihe Irunk was 
brought and ihe respeelful allenlian wilh which Aunl Mary's 
further CDminanda were received wotild have been IDreed la 
cameide in her opinion 

The packing of ihc Irunk "'as a lask which fell lo Lucinda's 
lol and wai jierfo rmed under ihe eagle eye of her miivlrcss. 
AunJ Miiy% ideia of what she would require were delighllully 
un&ophis Healed and broughl up 'vhorl on Ihe farlher-side of her 
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loorli brush and hcF nibbciTi N cvcrlhcl CvS sbic Bgrccd In Lucindi'^ 
■iuggc^l [oniv iH lo more c\lciisivc ■vuppiicv. 

Lilr ihal illcruDon Josbiui diDvc inio lawn rainidM a ucillh 
of m ud spil If r&) h nd diikpilchi^l Ihc ansucc lo Jack's Idler AunI 
M»r>' was uigenl In hasic by ivcvcral consldcraliDit, ^nmc v,e\[ 
defined, andolhcni udI 'tO machia. To Lucindastie iinparlcd tier 
Icmblc inMcry over Ihc dear bo y'li hcillh, bulnDlcvfu lo herself 
did '>he admil tier much more lenible anxlely L^eI ArelhuEH or 
Mir>' should suddenly appear and lu^l^l on accompanying tier. 
She wauled lDgi> bul she wanled lo go alone. 

Jack Iclegraptied a cespanse Ihil uigtil, ind his ■unl lefl by 
Ihe Monday morning I cam. She hid isix □'clack breakfast, artd llffll 
drove lulo lawn al a quarlecorninc >>□ is lo be absolulely cerlain 
not Id miss the Irani Joshua drove, w lib the Irunk r^rchcd beside 
him. Il was a i^mall and unaivsuming trunk, bul AunI Mir>' v,ti 
not one who believed in putlingon iirsjusi because ivhe wasnch. 
Lucinda sal on the back seal with her ml'vlress 

"I'm ivure I hope you'lL enjoy yourself," stie ivaid 

"Of course he's nolhing bul i boj," Aunt Mtry replied. — "an' 
IVc laid you i hundred lime!i Ihal boys will be boys artd wc 
miBtn'l expect olhcrwl'ie." 

They amveiLl on lime, artd only had an tiour artd three-quarters 
lo wail in the station TowaKi Ihc Lasl AunI Mary grew very 
nervoibv fo r fe ar si>iiielh I ng had happened to the Ira in, bul it came 
lo lime according lo the wailing-room clock. Joshua pul tier 
aboard, and she soon had nothing lefl to worry over excepi Ibc 
wonder as to whether Jack would be on hand to meel heror nol 

Joshua drove back home, lel Lucinda oul il ihcdoor, and put 
Itie horse up before going in to where she sal in solitary glory. 

"I wortder whal l'e\ up lo""" she said with a pleasani sense 
of unlimited freedom as to the subject and duration of Ibe 
[:onversaliDn. |J>7| 

"Sulbm'.of counie," was I he answer. 

"□d yous'posc he's really sick""' 
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"No, J don 'I.' 

"Do }'ou s'pDiiciihc Ihinka he'i rrat]^ Eick?" 

"Mcbbc.- 

"Aln'l yougorn' \as\l down, loshua^" 

"I donl ivcc iHUhin' lo mikc mcMl down here for" 

"Whil do you Ihlnk dI her going?" ikhf md, fi he walked 
law Bid IhcdiMrr. 

"I Ihink she'll biavc ag4K>d lime." 

"Al bicr Bgc?" 

"Mavin' a good lime ain'l a mallfro' agc'siid loshua. "Il^ a 
mallfTD' bfin' iviHin' lo have a good lime " 

Lucindi ikCrcwcd her face up migbilily. 

"Lf ] via'> sure ^hc'd be gonr for a ycek." she said, 'I'd go 
H-VLillin' myicLf " 

"She'll be ganc a wcrk." said Joshua, and Ihe mauiicr and 
mailer of h\s Eprcch ivcie bolbi ihosr of a piD|^cl. 

Then he wenloni and [hf dooiElammrd Id behind him. 
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" She's goin' |d llieciFy all dLdhc'' LuclhiIh's vq t[:c sufaLf dIj 

piDcljimi^ bfhind hiin." 



Chapter Thirteen - Aunt Mary 
Entrapped 

Auni Mir^^ imvil in ihc cily ju&l coincided uilh Ihc arrival 
of Ihil dty\ five otlin.t. Five n'cLnck In cirly lunc is vcrj 
bnghl diykghl, Ihcreforc ivhc itiiv ralhcr bcwlldcrcul ithcn Ibic 
Icain pulled up In Ihe dackne'^ and cLcclnclly ar Ihc sLilii>ii\ 
eonrusian. The ebiangc fiom aunllghl Id smoke bJlnded her 
'vomcwbial and Ibic vict fmin Ihc car "'indDwdid no! rcslare bicr 
equanimlly When Ihe jiorlcr, lo uham '>he had been dl^crcelLj 
reciim m e ndcd by JoihuB, eamc for her bBg>. \he Icll wuefulLy 
dialrcvscd Bnd nul bI ill like her lEvual &clr. 

"Oh, do [ biavc Id gel oiil''~sbie \tid 'I iin'l been in ihm plice 
for Iwcniy-five ycaPv, »nd I *bs lo be met " 

The [wrier'i grin Iidv e red cd m fDrii ngly Dvcr her head. 

"¥du ein slay here Ju&' "s long i& you like, ma'im," he ^clJed, 
In ihc vdIcc of a Irain dKpilchcr "I'll send your friendik in when 
I [icy inquLBhs " 
|I?9I An n I H »ry c J ed biLm gr» Iclul I j , and gave him Ihe nickcL^hich 

she had been c b ccful I y holding in her hand foe Ihc li&l hour 

Then she looked up, ind i^bw Jiek' 

A jierfcclly ivplcndld Jn.k, in rcvplcndcnl allEre hind^omc, 
beaming, wilh a big bouquet of vIdIcI:^ in tiis timd? 

"For you, AunI Miry." he ^aid, and dioppcd I hem inio her 
lap. Hid hugged her rcrvcnll>' She clung lo him ivilh b cimg Ihal 
forgol ibic immcdiale pi'l dl^inhcrilmg and all. Oh] she waik 'tO 
glad lo sec him' 

The pjrici appioicbicd wllbi i bcncficenl Look 

"His bie liken good care of you, AunI Mary?" Jack aivted. is 
ihc m an gi Itiered up Ihc Ihings and ihcy slirlcd lo leave Ihc ear. 
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"Yes, indeed," \uiil Mary dcclHrcd 

Sd Jack give Ihc pjMcc a ilolLir 

Then Ihc J Icfl Ihc Iriin 

"I was ED ivomcd," Aunl Miiy ^iid, as i^hc wrnl ilang ihc 
plalfoim hinging an her nephew^ um. "1 ihoughl yuu'il mcl 
with an Bccidcul " 

"I CDuldn'l gri on unliL Itif r«il gnlDlT,' hciiBlid ga7.ing dnun 
on her WLlh a umllf; "hul 1 v,ti nn hand, ill nghl. My, bul il':^ 
good lalhink Ihil you're hctc. Aunl Mir>'? Mayhf you ihinh Ihal 
I dan! appreclale youc laklug all Ihis lii>iiblf for me. bul I do, 
JiEl Ihe^ame " 

Aunl Mary smiled ill aver Everyone ^ha piiived ihcm wf [IB| 
ivmiLing, 14141, and ihal added Id Ihegenrral jay 4irihc a Imoi^phecH: 
Aunl Mary ffll proud or Jick, and rejoiced as Id ticPvelf Her 
conleni "'ilh Life in general was, for ihe m4imcnl, linnlles'i Sbic 
did nol Mopio dl^ivrel Ihc ivDurees or her de I ighl She »'as nal in 
a en Ileal mi>Dd Jii'l Ihen 

"Why don' I youslkk Ihoive flowcuv in your bell . Aunl M a ty'"' 
her nephew ai^ked. as ihcy penelralcd Ihe w4ijhI or Ihe human 
jungle, and ihe preservalion of ihe vinleliv appeared Id be the 
main qiu:slionof Iheday. "Thal^ whal Ihe girls do " 

H\^ aunl looked vaguely doivn al heniclf She had no bell 
lo slick her violels in She wore no bell. She wore a basque. 
A basque is a bellless somelhing Ihal you ean'l remember, bul 
Ihal females did, once upon a 1 1 me, co icr I he upper hall ol Iheir 
forms wilh. Basques bullonenl down ihe froni wilh Icn lo Ihirly 
buIEons, and ma>' be sludied a I leisure in any good col I ec lion of 
d aguerreo lypcs Ladid like Aunl Maiy are ipl lo scorn such 
fulilili4rs aiv ivaniiig 'lyles afler ihey pass beyond a certain ige, 
and forlhal reason Iherc was no place forlack'^ violels 

"Never mind," he said cheerfully', having followed her dubi- 
ousnesik wilh his urtdc isl artdi ng "JusI hang on lo ihcm a minulc 
longer, ind we'll be oulofalL Ihts." |i[|| 
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His worcbi cinic Iruc, anil lhc>' finally liid emerge fmm ihc 
acelhin^ lae-i'^ ind found i ^.aJ^age. Ihc nloo r o f wbiic h biapjicncd 

10 be slinding myvleriou'vly onen. Wllbim, upon ihc smiLl 'vCbI, 
ivDme o ihuim: le n I biaudiv biad ilresdy iHepaivlled ^unl Mary^ btgi. 

11 did nol lake long lo ivlow AunI Mary, face Lo hec luggage, and 
ivhe wi< bireLy eslabhshed there belore biirrlnink came, Ino, and, 
illhougbi Ihe CDii: bim B n loDkenl so gorgeou'v, he wts uevenhele&s 
obJiging enough lo illow il Id couch humbly a I hi& feci. 

Then Ihcy rolled awjy. 

Jack ^il sideway?! and ioahed al ht'> lunl, holding burr hand. 
Hii e>'cs "crc unleignedly happy, and hiiv compinion malched 
his eycv. Hei Ibier Heenicd Ic recoiled ihalone was bHlerl>' angry, 
and Ihil Iheolbiemi'von Ihe veigeof mel anc ho I i h . I la lead. Jack 
declared fervcnlLj 

"Auul Mary, l\e made up iny mind b give you ihc lime of 
your life I" 

And Aunt Maiy drew i s\gh of rcltcf in hi^ words and 
anlieipHlion of Iheir Tulfillmenl 

"I'll be happy lakin' care of you," ihe iaid, bencvolenlly. 
"My' — bul yo ur leller SCI red me. An' yd you look well." 

He laughed. 

"Il'& ihe knowing you were coming Ihal'ik done Ihil, .^unl 
|l^ Miiy You oughl lo hue seen me when I got your Iclegnm. I 

aLmo'l lumoiLl asomei^auLl " 

AunI Mary ivmiled rapiurously and palled hiiv hand 

And ju-ivl Ihen I hey drew up in front of ihc hou^c She looked 
Dul, and herfice fell a Irifle. 

"Il\ awful high »nd narrow," she liaid 

"They all »re," Jack replied, opening Ibic carnige door aitd 
jumping oul lo receive bicr 

The door il ihe lop of Ihe iilepiv opened, ind i man came down 
for ihc bags In Ihe ball iboie, a prelly maid watlcd wilh a 
weicQining ikmile 
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Jack plIdI^ilI hl:^ auul. fiisl up Ibii: cmiiincc 'Icpiv, and Ihen up 

ft\c \lancasc '^llbiiu, and led hcc lo Ihe lovely rDitm ii'hLch biad 
been vactlcd tor hei. The manH followed wilh lea and biscuils, 
ind ihc mm bioughl Ihc luggage ind ringed il u nu b Ini'vl icly in 
B corner Tbicre v.t'^ a lavlih richness about everjlhing *hn:h 
made Aunl Mar, and her Irunk appear i^ gray and i nsLgu] Fic a nl 
a^i a pall of mkc, by conlrul, but she dldu'l feel II, and ivD she 
didn'l mind it. 

Jack kisivcd her tenderly 

"Welcome lo lawn, Aunl Mary," he said hearlify, "and may 
you never live Lo Jock upon I his day as other ttiin the luckieiit or 
your life'" Then, luming Ed ihc servant, lie&ikd |tl!i 

"Janice, you sec thai yau do all thil money can buy for my 
aunt " 

The maid courle-kied. She had arranged the Iray upon a litllc 
I able and the sfu ut o f I tie lea pel and ttie round tiolein I he middle 
of I he loast-cover were each |x>uring forlh a picas an! 'vugge^lion. 

Aunt Mary began at once to haul forlti tier keys 

"Why, Aunl Mar^'," Jack cned, wondering if her nose wjs 
deaf, loo, or u'ticlher^he didn't feel hungry, "donl yau \icc your 
re*'' Or do nl you "'an! any""" 

Aunt Mary Ihumbed her Irunk key. 

"I u'anl a nigh tgc iv ei," she said, "miybe I'll wani somelhing 
else laler Maybe " 

"You're nol going lo bed'.' 

She drew herself up 

"I guesik I ean if I wanI lo, I guess I ean. There's the bed and 
here's me." 

"Whilcver are yo u s aylng ** It isn't hilf-pi'vl sin o 'clock. ~ 

"I'm not f'ni</ii' about anything," said the old L»d>' "I don't 
pray aboul things I do 'cm ivhcn ncenlfuL. And when I'm tired I 
go to bed " 

"All nghl. Aunt Mary," wllh ivugir^' sweelness and limb-likc 
submissiveness. ~l thoughl we'd dine oul together, bul If you 
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|IH| don'r want Id, wcnfctTnl And iTyou fee[ likcll whr n you wikcn, 

wc ^.all." 

"Dine oul,~ Eiid Aunl Mii^. blankly, "hia ihc [:00k Icfl'^ I 
ncvrrwiE BgrcBl Bppruvcrof goLn' and call n' » I bai ml 1 ng hnu'vc^." 

"WcIL, never mlnnl." Jack said in b key pm.biciJ li> rh>'mc *ilh 
hi^bi C. "I'lL leave you nca — and we cm see aboul everylhLng 
laler " 

He kiuied her. and retired fcDm ibic TDom. 

"Did bic ■>»>■ *e'rc ^oin' oul lo dinner''" AunI Miry asked, 
when ivhc ivas Icfl alone ivLlh ihc mud, who hurncd lo lake bicr 
bonnel md 'vtii'vl. and gel tier lnlo j uxl a pLib 1 liu n u 1 Ih Ihe lea-lcay 
a^ rapidly a\i pos^iible. 

"Yes. mi'ani," Ibiegirl screamed, nodding 

"I d[>n'l ivanl lo," iiaid Ibie old lady firmly "LiHiv of Imuble 
cjmes Ibiroughgcllin'oul ol houfe biabils ['\e come bierc lo lake 
ciiEDf I Sick boy ind not la ga gilllvanlin' mund myselT. I've 
seen ihe evils of gilllvanlin' a good deal lalely and I donl win! 
Id !iee no more Nol here and ni>l no"'herc " 

Then iihe began Id eil and dcink ind reflecl, all al the sime 
Itme. 

"By ihe way, whil's your name?" she asked, suddenly "Jack 
didn'l lei I me " 

"Janice, ma'am." 
Ill^l "Grintle?" sitd AunI Mir>' "Whal a runny idea lo name you 

ihal] Did ihey ciJL you for Ihc Imwireor fori he incki''" 

"I don'l know," shnckcd Jinice. who wis busily occupied m 
unpacking Ihe Irivelec's Inink. 

Her new mislres'k nalched her wilh ■ ccilicil eye al fiisl, birl 
il became a more or less sleepy eye as Ihe wannlh cf Ihe lea 
meandered slowly Ihroiigb lis owner There yf^ a ballLe wllhin 
AunI Mary'iv brain, '>he "'anleiLl lo pLcase Ja^.k, and '>he was almosl 
dead wllh sleep 

"Dd yau ihink Ihal I oughl lo Iry and go oul wilh my nephew 
lo-nighl'''she asked Janice. 
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"If El WH& me. T 'khould ^o." cncd I he niBid. 

"I never wai called iilow before. " Aunl Hiry SBLd, bndlLng. 
"I'll itian^ you Id mncmbcr your place, young woman.' 

Janice explained. 

"Cih3 I didn'l heir plainly," iiid Aunl Mbi; "I don' I aLwiys. 
Well go or nol go. I've go! lo sleep firnl I'm drcidlully ivlecpy, 
ind I've alwiyk been a greal believer in bleepin' when you'ie 
sleepy." 

The fad of rheslcepine^'v wi'; -nt cvidenl rhil no allcm|M w»^ 
made lo gainsay il lanKe biuughl down a quill fnnm Itie elosel 
and lucked her charge up luxuriously on ihe greal bed. Five 
minulcF^ liter she wis in dreamland. 

Jack came in aboul seven and looked al her ||}6| 

"Shemusln'l be d islurbed," he said Ihougbilfully. "If she "'akc 
up before len we'll go oul ihen." 

She aivokc aboul nine, and when she opened her eyes Ihe fiisl 
Jtiing Itial ^hesaii' was J amee, silling nearby 

"J feel real good," siid \unl Miry 

"Tm so glad," yelled Janiee, ind liiniled, Idd. 

The old lady sal up 

"I believe I could hive gone oul, aflcr all," she said ~Onl>' I 
don'l wani lo lake dinner anywhere " 

Then she paused and rcfleclcd II was surprising hoiv good 
she fell and how she did winl Id make Jack hipp>' "Afler ill 
bojs will be hoys," shclhoughl, lendcrly, "an' I ain'l hulsevenly, 
.HO I don'l sec why I ^houldn'l go oul wilh him if he wanis lo. 
I'm a greal believer indoin' whil yon wanI Id — I mean, in do in' 
whal Dl her folks want you lo Al tny rale I'm igreiL believer m 
ilsomelimcs. To-day — ihis lime." 

"Your nepheiv is wailing," Ihe mud howlenl "ShilL I IcIL him 
you wanl lo go afler ill?" 

"I& il I ale''" Ihe old lady inquired. 

"Oh. dear, nol" 

"Wouldnl you go if you wis me?" a^ike^i iheoM lady. 
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|l^ J H nice sml \rd. 

"Indeed I would." 

Auul Mu^ lOEC A flood of mel ro [v Ll Ian fever suddenly 
'vuigenl up and sruund ind over snd Ihrough her. 
"Tell him I'll be down in £ive nunulc " 'vbic '>t\d 
"Can J on cbiange in Ihal Ume?" J m n:e ■^lo ppcd lo shriek 
"Whil ihould [ change for''" AunI Mary demanded \a aiilon- 
l&linienl. "Ain'l I all dceivsed now?" 

Janice did nal allempl lo 'hneh any coimler-advlee, lud while 
&he was gone lo find lack, her mislrei'. bruihcd hei^ell in iomc 
pi acei^. £0 ajvd her^elrinolheni, and considered hcT lollcl iriHdc. 
When Janice relumed she c» ugh I upi loose Lock of hair, and pul 
I he plackel-hole of her ikin squire in I he middle of \iinl Mary's 
back, and dared go no furlher There wtv an air even abnul Ihc 
bick of Jack's influenlial auni whkh forbade loo much liberty lo 
those dealing with her. 



lini 



Chapter Fourteen - Aunt Mary En 
Fete 



Auul M ir>' df ^ccndf iH I he ill airs aboul h alf-pB&l n i Eif , \ihe ihougbil 
]| WBi abaul i quarlcr lu cighl bul Ihc d]lfc^c^^.c bclwccn Ibic 
hour IhBl ]l wti and ihr hour Ihal '>he Ihaughl Ihal il ab' h^iLI he 
bLI Ihe 'vimc b biundrri] ycti\ Tidih nuw 

Jack cimr Dul of Ihc Lauis XIV. drawing iddih whr n he hcaid 
her Mcp in Ihc biall. There v,fi b no Ihc r yo ung man "'ilh him. 

"ThI' K my Ineitd Bumcll AunI Mt\y " her nephew roared. 
"You mu^ I excuse biLiv mH bowing Lower, bul you know he broke 
his collarbone recenlly " 

AunI Mary shook tiand'k warmly, &1ie knew all aboul ihc 
nbn and Ihe collarbone, because Iticy had rormeiLl big llemi 
in Ibic Ic^Umony whkti had moincnlarLl>' arul as mo nic n LousLj 
reLcgalcd Jick lo Ibic eom radch i p of ihe devil himself, in bier 
cyci. However, ^hc recilLciil Ibicm merely as facl^ now — nol al 
hFI in 1 disagreeable wiy — artd gave Bnrnell an en In i^qneezeor 
good-lellci"'4hip, aivsbic '>ti6: 

"You had 1 n arrow enc a pe, young m»n " LIBI 

"I didn'l have any eiicijic il ill," said Burnell. "The c^cipc 
wcnlniown il Ihc back, and I had lo Jumprrom aeorniee " 

"Burnell Hi going oul Id dine wilh us, AunI Mary," iiBid Jick. 
'There's sa llllle he cm ealon iccounlof his rib:^ Ihal tie's a good 
dinner gueji I lor me.' 

Jack^ auni fell vaguely uncomloKable over ihls allusion 
Id her grand-nephew's eircums lances, aitd coughed in ivlighl 
embarrassmcnl 

Eumell Dinned Ihe door, and Ihc earn age lamp shone below. 
[[i Ihere ever inylhlng more delighlfully sugge^illve ihan a 
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carnage limp sbiimng dawn below"'! They look bci down and 
pul bicr in, and Ibic carnage jdILccI away. 

1 1 was Ihar June when "Bedell a" CDveicil nearly' the whole 
of ihe [ulrlicil Ennzon, 11 wie [he dale or June when Wc^l 
Palm, Vas^ar, Ihe Blue, Ihe Red ihe Black and Yellow and 
every known dn'iee for gelling nd of young »nd growing-up 
America tie all c^ivl looiie al once on our fair land Tbie ivlreel^ 
wcic ■ scene of g^onoia conruiklon. and bul lor AunI Mary no 
coniiidcralioni could h»ve kepi Burnell'iv collarbone and Jack's 
melancholia coopenl up in a cloi^ed ^image Aiv ll u'as, ihey 
were bolh fidgeling like Iwo youlhfiiL Uncle Samii In aEuiDjiean 
riilwiy coupe, wtien Ihe laller suddenly excliimed: 'Here we 
[l«| are'" and Ibirew open Ibie door »' he ivpoke Then he go! oul and 

Burnell go I oul and belween Ihcm Ihey go! AunI Mary oul 

AunI Mary regarded Ihe awning and carpel and general gli Her 
with ■ more or less appilLed gaje. 

"Looti like — " she began, and waiv inlerrupled b>' a voice al 
her side 

"hello. Jack I - 

"Hello. C love rl" 

She lurned indsaw him of Ihe pale muMache whom we once 
mcl in Mr^. Roucoll's drawing room fie was In no wec 
allered since I hal occasion excepi Ihilhis allire wai^slighlly more 
resplendeni and he had on i ivllk hil 

Jack bhooh hands warmly' artd I hen he lurned lo hK relative 

"AunI Mary, ihis is my fnend Clover he's oKen heard me 
speak or you.' 

"Glad lo meel you, Mr Rover," said ^unl Mary cordially, 
and she, loo, shook hands wilh Ihal cordlallly ihal llourKhes 
beyortdcily limiLiv 

Her nephew beni over her ear-trumpcl. 

"CtovcrV he howleti, wilh ill ihe ivlrenglh he owned. 

"I hciid bclDre," siid AunI Miiy, somewhat coldly 
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"Come on and dine wuh us. Clover," SHid Jack, "Ibial'Ll mskr 
four " (By Ihc w»y, Isn'l iliuld how ni»n>' jieopLc tik Ihcirfneinl' 
la dinner fnr Ihe simplf rcai^on thai. inlhinclioHlly CDnsidcccd, |LJI| 
each CDunlii b^i one') 

"AIL nghl, I "'[II, "said Clover, in hl^ languid drawl. 

AunI Mary siw hl^ lips 

"It's no lEC my deceivin' you as la my bciu' a lllllc hard or 
Kcirin'," she said In him, "because you am see my ear-lrumpel; 
AD 111 IroubLc you li> s»y Ibial over again " 

"AlL nghl, I ivill," Clover wailed, good- humored Ly. 

"Whil''" aiked \unl Mary "I didn'l — " 

Jack cul her&liDn by leading Ihe parly mside 

The scene wuhin was as gorgeous *ilh golden slucco bs The 
dimng-room of i Gcnnan liner AunI Mary was so overcome 
Ihal she Iraversed half Ihe luom before she became aitireof Ihc 
mighly allcniion which she and her ihrce escorts were allracling. 
In Inilh, il E Eiol every day Ihal Ihrec good-looking young men 
lake a liny old lidy a bimehof vlolel^ aruL an eir-lrumjvl onl lo 
dine al leno'clock. 

"Eveiyonc's lookin',' she said Id Jack. 

"It's yDUT baak. AunI Mary," he replied, m a voice Ihal shook 
some loose golden flakes from I he celling "I lell you, no I many 
women of your age have a back like youis, and don'l you forgel 
II.- 

The eomplimeni pleased Aiml Mary, because she had all |IJ7| 
her life been cortsidered round-shouldered. Il also pleased 
her because she never had received many compliments. The 
AunI Harji of Ihls world love flallcry jusl as dearly as Ihc 
Mr^. RoEH'Dit, ihe sad pari of life is Ihal ihcy rarely gel any. 
The women like Mrs Ri>sscoll t:now why Ihe AunI Marys 
go unllallered, bul Ihe \unl Marys never undePvland. Il's all 
sad — artd Irue — and undeniable 

They wcnl lo a lable, and were barely sealed when anolhcr 
man came up. 
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"Hello. iBct'" 

"nello. Mile hell 1" 

1 1 wjs heaf Scolch anceflry. Jack ^pran^ up and g reeled him 
with wannlbi, Ihen he lutaeii lo \uiil Mary. 

"Aunl Mary," he '.creaincd, "Ihis is my fncnd" — he paused, 
pulon aLlsleam ind ploughed rig hi lhn>ugh — "Hcrberl Kendnct 
HllcheLI ■■ 

"I didnl cilch lEial al hFI." eiicE Aunl Miry, cilmly, ~bul I'm 
jiBl aivglad lo meel Ihe genl Lc m an " 

Milchell clasped her hand "'ilh an cipreivsion b' bLirmng as if 
il <\a'> real 

"I declare," he yelled slraighl il her, "if Ihis liin'! whil I've 
II41I been dreaming towards ever ^1 nee ] f^tsl knew liek." 

Auiil Marj lairiy shone 

"Dear me," she began, "If I'd known — " 

"Yoii'd better cLine wilJi u&, Mitchell." a aid Jack; "Ihil'll make 
five." 

"I I won! make bul Ihree forme," said Mllchell "I haven'l had 
bul Iwadinneis before la-mghl " 

Clover smiled became he heard, uid Aunl Mary smiled 
beciu&e nhe didnl, bul was happy anyway. She had allogelher 
forgo lien Ihalshe had demurred aldiningoul They all sal down 
and 'vhoDk oul Iheir nipkins Milehell and Clover i^hooh .^unl 
Mirj'^ lor her and give il a beinliful eornerwiyv spread aera^s 
her kip. 

Then ihe wiiler laid mother plile for ^Tilchell and broiiE.hl 
DyslercDckliiK far everyone \unl Mary ej'ed hers wilh early 
cunDikily a nd I aler i^uspie ion; and 'vhesmelledof ri ve rj' c arelnl ly. 

"I dan'i believe Ihey'regood oykiers." she said. 

"Ves ihey are," crienl Milchell reaivsiiringl y His voice, when 
he lurned il upon her, waiv pilched hke a clanonel The blind 
would liurely have iieen as well Bi ihe deal have heard had 
there been any cindidiles for miracles in his immediile vicimly. 
"They're rij^l-cljs'v," he added, "you juslgo a 1 1 hem and see." 
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The rcfcisurcd luuk mo Ibicr whiff [[44| 

"Ydu cbh hBvc mine," she said dircclLy ariccuaids, tnii Ihcrc 
yts an at of de^I'vlitn abQUI bii!r '^pfcch wJiJ^h braokol no 
Dpno^illon Yd Mllchf IL jicuiiMcd. 

"Oh, no," he yelled; "you mitkl learn hnw. JusI ihrow your 
head back and lake 'em quick — aller Ibie fiivhlon ihal Ihey eal nw 
eg|s-dunl you knom"^" 

"BuL shf cin'l/ said Clovei "There's Idd much, pBclKularly 
MS she lEn'l UEed la Ihem. HI lell you, Ml^s Wilkin'v,'' t\c cncd. 
ho m ling hm own vokf lo Ibc maslhead, "yaucil Iheoy^leis, and 
l«\e ihe CDcklBil Thai's Ihc »'ay lo gel graduHlly Iriinfd inn 
Itic wheel.' 

\ u n I M ary I bio ughl ^omc of o beylng . ivhe f isbicd on I one o>slcr, 
wl[vd ll cirerully wilh a bil of bread, regarded 1 1 wilh more Itian 
dubiDuscounlrnan^e, and Iheu s uddrnl>' decided no I Id. 

"Id ralhcr be al biome when 1 Iry exp^rlincnli " she ^aid, 
decidedly, and Ihe waller earned dIT hec caekliil and gave tier 
rood Ihil A as good beyond que'vlicn iheceifleT. 

The dinner weni wilh zeivl. ll wai^ an enlivening parly Ihal 
consumed il. and wbial Ihey consumed wilh il enl n e ned I biem sll II 
more. The genliemen soon reached Ibic poinl where Ihey could 
laugh aver jokes Ihey could nol undemand, and Ihe one lady 
member became equally meny over wll ihal she did nol hear. |IJi| 
She fargnl for Ihe nonce Ihal Ihere were any phases of life in 
whKhshe wis nol a believer, and whclherlhis *as owing lo Ihe 
sunDund I ng giyely or lo Ihe champagne which ihey penmaded 
her Ed lasleil is nol my province Id explain. 

"Now wc mipl lay our lines for evenis Id come," Jack said, 
when Ihey advinced upon Ihe desserl and prepared lo occupy an 
eMensive lerrilory of kcv, frail, and jellied somelhing or olhcr. 
~lt would be asm for AunI ^lary li> leave lhi< famoniv billlefleld 
wllhaul a few ho nanb le sc a ie ! We musi like hcranl in a bubble 
for one ihing tad — " 
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"In m I nc ! " cncd C Lin cr "To-mnrrow! W h y c an'l sbic "^ — [ held 
up my hinul fiisl?" 

"All ngbil," ^Bid Jn.k, "lo-monow ihc^ yotti^. Al lour 
D'cloct." 

"She mii'vl have gog^Les " ^.^e^l MUcbicll "She rmtl hive 
gogglcv End be all (txcd up, and when yuu hive giil bicr Ibic 
goggici tnd ^he has bet n all fixDJ up. I ask. as a li&l boon, Ihal I 
may go ilong, jieIso as Id &f e everyo ue who \ec^ her ~ 

"We'll all go," Cinver explained. "I'll 'chufF her myself and 
Ibien Iherc'll be roam fo r cv c r>'o nc." 

"Tolhc lulo and lo lo- morrow !" cned B u rnel I, haslily nouring 
II4&I out I Trrsh lai'^l. which tven AunI Mary applauded, not il ill 

knowing ivhal ivhe was applauding. 

"And now for Ibic nciL d»y," '>t\6 Jack. "I ihmt I'll give bicr 
a bon-parly Dou'l you want lo ^o lu Ihe IheaJer in a box, AuuL 
Miiy''- 

"Go whrre in a box^" ^iid AunI Maiy, ^lining i llllle ~l 
didu'l quilecilch Ihal " 

"To Ihe Ihealer," Jack >clled. 

"To ihe Ihealer," repealed hiz aunl i Infle blankly. "I — " 

"And ihe ncxi day," st\d Mitchell suddenly Ihe hid been 
re£le^.ll^g ni»Lurcly|, "I'll lake you all up Ihe ivound in my yichi " 

"Oh, hurrah," cncd Eumell, "Ihal'll be bully! And Ihe day 
ifler I'll give hen picnic." 

"Time of jour life, AunI Mary," Jick shneked in her car- 
Inimpel; "Umeof your hfcV 

"Dcarmei"said ,\unl Mary, "I don'lju&l — " 

"AunI Mary! glasbeb down'" cncd Clover, "may she live 
forever and forever " 

"To .^unl Mtrf. glasTie;. up," iiid MLlchcll "Gli^ivCv up 
come before f.las'vcs down alwayi. Il's one ol Ihe liwv of 
Nilurc — humin iialure — ilso of good nalurc Here's lo .^unl 
Mary, and if she isn'l ihe AunI Mary of all of un here"!! a hoping 
she may gel Ihe re some day. I don'l jusl sec how, bul I ask Ibic 
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I ndulgcncc of Ihoiif pre&cnran ihe pica Ihsl I havr luilii Igiril qui Ic |[IT| 
B Lllllc mycif lo-nighl Kom soil qui niBl j jicnsc, orB pro nobis, 
Erm-gn-Bragh. Prevcnl compjnj being prcicnl, and [mpoi'vlblc 
lamcfjklDnlhiliccDiiiil, wf will o mi I Ibir Ihrrcchc^Pv and choke 
down Ibic ligcr " 

They bII ilrBiik, mil ihc dinner biaving b>' Ibiiiv llmf dwiudlfd 
down Id coffcf grounds Bud chene crumb'k a \oIe was lahf n ts 
lo where Ibicy ■vhiiiild go nciil. 

AunI Mary suggcslcd hnmc, bulshc wai^ over- ruled, and I hey 
all wcnl elsewhere She never could recnllecl where she wen I or 
what she saiv, bul, as e'cryone else has been tnii seen over and 
Dver igBin, I won't fuss wllhdelalhug il. 

The vlsilor from Ihe counlry reiched home in b eamage in 
Kbc small hours in ihe morning, and Janke received her, looking 
sameivhal nervous. 

"ThI'i Is prelly laic," eJic vcniured Ld remind Ihe bearers; bul 
BTi Ihey didn'l seem Id ihinh so, and she v,ti a miideu, wise 
beyond her years she spake hd furlher word, bul wcnl lo wort 
and undressed Ihe aged reveller, gol her eomfDM ably eslablished 
In bed, and I hen lefl her let gel agoodniecp. an oceupalion which 
Dccupied ihe we»r>' one fully uulil Iwo Ihil aflcmDDn. 

When she did al las! i>jicn her eyes il was several mlnule^ 
before she knew where she was Her brain seeme^l di7.ed, her |IJH| 
inlellecl more Ihan clouded. Il m i slile of mind Id which Ihose 
whD habiluall}' go aboul in hin&Dins al ihe hDur of dawn a:c 
well ace uilo menl , bul lo AunI Mary il wis painfully new She 
si rubied lo remember, »nd fell helplessly Inadequale lo Ihe lisk 
linice finally came in wilh i glass ol somelhing Ihil foamed and 
fizzed, and Ihe viclim of lale houis drank ihal and came la her 
senses again Then she recollecled. 

"^1y? bull had a good lime lasl nlghl'~ shesiid, pulling her 
hand Id her head "Whil lime is il now. anyhow^" 

"E[e*kfafirirme,'c[ied Ihe handmaiden "You'll havejusi long 
enough lo eil and dress leisurely before yau go oul " 



lOfi The R cj uvcn I IId ri of Aujil Marj 

"Oh!" iHid AunI Mirj' blankly, "where 'm I goin'? Do you 
know''" 

"Mt. Dcnhim lold me IhaL you tiail promuiril lo allcELd an 
Buliiniobilc p»ny al four." 

"Oh, yci," said AunI H»rj' hjslily. "I guei^iv 1 remember. I 
gueii^ [ do T sai^ JB^.^ "■anIciLl lo go ivD I iviid I'd go. loo Via a 
greal believer in lellin' Ihe young enjoy IbieniieLv e-i " 

She Looked sharply al Itnice bs she bpcke, bur Janic;i! vti 
Acieite. 

"I dlda'l come lo lown lo da iny thing bul make Jack happy," 
conlinued AunI Mary, ~»nd [ ^ec Ibiil bic *oii'l lake any frc'h air 
[l«l wilbioul r go along — so I shall ^o loo while Tm here. Hi>slly \4 

a general IbiLng." 

"Mr. Milehell called and lefl these flowers with his eaid," 
JiJiicesaid, opening i tiuge box of loses; 'and a man brought a 
package. ShilL I ojicn H''" 

AunL Mary'iv wnnkles fairly radiiled. 

"Well, did [ everl" she exclaimed "Yes. open il." 

Janice proceeded Ic obey, ind the package naa found lo 
ccnEain an lulomobile wrap, a pair of goggleiv and a ncle ficm 
Clover. 

"ftTy gracious me!" cned AunI Mary. 

"Mr. Den ham Hcnl Ihc violels," lanKesaid poinling lo a greal 
bowl of lilac and while bloii'vomii 

JiL^i then ihe doorbell rang, and lI was a ien-pound box of 

candy Irom Bumell 

AunI Mary collH[Vied among her pillows. 

"I never didi" '>he munnurcd Feebly, and Ihen she ivuddenly 
exclaimed "An' lo Ihink of me livin' up Iherc all my liTe wilh 
plenly of money — " she slo ppcd sbio rl I lell you when you come 
to New York on ami&iion indslay fori he Bacchanalia il is hard 
lo hold cons isle nlly lo eilher standard 
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Eur Jauicf had gone for her hdy's brcskfasl and aflrr itir 
lady had calcu ll lud had hci&cif d ccb&al Tor Ihe day^ jo^'^, Jsch 
knocked al ihf door |LU| 

"WcJI, AunI Mary," bic roared, when he wis Icl In, "If you 
don'l look fine! You're ihc Ireshcsl of Ihe bunch lo-day, sure. 
You'lL be ready for anolherrughl lo-nlghl, and you've only losay 
where, you know " 

"GrsriLle did my hair." ^iid his aunl, 'you must piaise her, not 
mc.- 

"Ajid >ou'vc |o[ your goggLe^ alJ readj, loo." bic conlinued. 
"Who scnl 'em"^" 

"Oh. I Ehin'E wiggle," said AunI Miiy 'aJlhough I cin'l sec 
how ll could hurl if I did " 

"Come on ind Icl^ dress her up,' said Jack lo ihc maid, 
-Glor^'^ whal funV 

Thereupon Ihey went lo work tnii nggcd iheold lady ouL. She 
WIS cerlainLy a sighl, for \he Mood by hciown bonnel, ind Ihal 
failed lo j[hc with ihe goggles 

Bumcll WIS summoned in lo view ihe proceedings, bul jusi 
IS he eaughl Ihe fir^l glimpse he wis laken wilh a fearful cramp 
in hi'i broken nbs and wis forced lo heal Ihe huslleiil surl ol a 
relrcal. 

"I hope he'll gel over ll and be able lo go oul wllh m," siid 
AunI Mary inxiously. 

"I guess he'll recover," Jack yelled cheerfully "Oh, iherc'^ 
Clover!" 

Asonofdull, pondeiDuspinllngsoundedIn Iheslreel wilhoiLl, 
ind Icl all ihe neighbors know Ihil "The Threshing Machme" 
|as Clover hid chnslenenl his elephanline loy) wis wailing for |1SI| 
someone 

IE owner came In for a slirrup cup. Milchell was wilh him. 
Bolh were logged o ul is Lfenleredfor Iheinnual Pans-Bordeaux. 

Eumell bioughl oul I he c u l-gl ass ] ugs 
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"Ycgod.^ and Lilllr fl'vhf'i! SipriMl! Stcze blcu^' be ^ild Td hl^ 
fncjidiv. "JuM you wail nil >ou sec our Aunl Matyi" 

"Has she gal 'em all on''" Clover asked 

"His she gD[ 'cin lit on!' siid Eumell "She has got 'cm ilL 
on. anil tio»' Jack tield his ouu in Ihe room u'llh hrr I cannol 
uudeislind I look one look and ifminir hid been i surgical case 
of slil^tics Ihe lasl Iticcid uould have busi Ihal inslani 1 don'l 
believe I darr go o:tl wilh yaa. This is i life ind Jealh gime Id 
Jick, ind I won'l risk sma^ihmg his Tulure by nol being able Id 
keepsDbcr in Ihe face dF Aunl Mbfj' " 

"Oh, CDme on," CLover uigcd m his wirj voice "You nccdn'l 
loak il her, ai. If I'D u do look al her, you can look iheolher way 
ngtil Hf Ic cw H rds, ^lo II know " 

"rLI sil ncil lo her," HllcheLl explained. "As a siller by Aunl 
Hirj'^ side [ shone lasl nighl, ind ^^here i man his sal on^.c Ibic 
SI me man can surely sil again " 
[an Burnell hesilalcd, and jusi Itien vaiceii were heard In Ihe hill. 

Jick ind Jinicc were canvoylng Aunl Mary below. 

Mile hell i*enl oul mlo Ihe hall 

"Well, Miss Calkins " he said. In a lone such is one woufd 
use lo cilL down Sanlos-DumonI, "I'm mighly glad lo see you 
looking so well.' 

Aunl Mary luined ihe goggles full ufon him. 

"A pie&eni from Mr Clover," she said smiling. 

"I never knew him lo lake so much Iroublc for iny lady 
before," said MlleheLI ind is she arrived jus 1 1 hen al ihe fool of 
ihcslairoise he pressed her proffered hind wirmLy and forlhwilh 
led hci in upon Ihe Iwo men in Ihe llbraiy. 

She looked exaclly like a In'ing edilion of one of ihe bug 
piclures, ind Clover had lo Ihmk and swallow lasl and hard lo 
keep from being oveirome Bui he was Irue blue iiid ^.lmc 
out nghl side up Aunl Mirj' was icclalmed on all sides, and 
escoried lo the 'bubble.' 
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Qumfll CDuldn'l tf^hl going, loo, bI Ihc last [nomfnl. bul ts 
his ribi "crc re ally lender yel. he sal In rn>nl ivLlh Clover. Jack 
ind Mllchcll ^il behind, and deflLy inserled Ibie honored guesl 
between Ihem. 

"il\ an dcn IbiLng as lo ivbiLch Is Ihc eir-lnimpel side," 
Mllchell ikiid, fi Ihey all iilood about preparalary Id elimbing 
in. "Of course, that side don't need Id holler quite bo loird; but 
ihen. Id balance, he may gel hisi>nc lud anly piir af froni leclh |li!| 
knocked oul tny mlnule " 

"rLI take Ibal side " said Jack. "I'm w^ed lo fighling under I be 
inspiralLDn Df Ibc liunipel." 

"And God be wilh you," said hm friend picunly. "May tx 
wilch Dvei yDU ind bring you oul i^ife and whDJe — leelb, eyes, 
elc " 

"Corrie on," said Clavei impatiently; "don't you knew IhlE 
Ibing'i gclting up power and you're iv as ling il lalking." 

"Curiouiv," laughenl Bumelt. "I never k new t h at 1 1 w as gaivolenc 
Ibal men we re consuming w ben I hey tc pi in aulomobLleivallmg." 

And Ihcn Ibey gol in and were off — a merry load. Indeed. 

"Dear me, bul il^ a-gcm''" Aunt Miry exclaimed, as Ihe Ihing 
began lo wbiz and she Tell suddenly impelled Id clulch wildly al 
her flanking cscorls. "Suppose we met a dog." 

"We'd leive a floor mal," shrieked Mi IchelJ "Oh, buti&n'l IhlE 
g real — gre aler — grealesi ""' 

"Time of yam life, AunI Mary'~ Jack howled, an Ihey weni 
□ I'er a boarded fjnl in Ihe pucmenl, and Ihe old lady nearly 
wenI over Ihe back in cooEeqirence. "Vou're m for Ihe lime or 
your life I" 

"How do >oii hke II?" yelled Clover, throwing a glance over 
hi!, shoulder. |JSI| 

AunI Mary iilarled tn answer, but Ihey cime lo Tour car 
IrackE one aflcr anolber, and Ibe suc^ebsi^c shocks rendered bcr 
speechless. 

"Where »re wegolng^"Humell a!.ked 
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"Nowhere," $Bid Clincr "luM wfltzing up ibc michlne." And 
he lumedon mo Ibicr m il I ion volliv is hesjxike 

"Oh, my boimeli' cried jcor Aunl Mary, Bnul Ihil brl of her 
Hclornmenl wh^ lu Ihe street and had been run over four [jme& 
before Ihey could \[ov up. turn aiDund. and gel bicklo Lhe.wene 
of if^aulput. 

Il &[vik^ volumci far the jiermeali ng almospticrc of "having 
ihe liniei>f youi life" thai it owner laugticd u'ticu I he wreck yts 
ikhown Id her. 

"I don't cire a bil." \he said "I can go down lo Dc I mon ico's 
an' gel me anal her lo-monow mornm', easy." 

"Whit a Hump you iic, Aunl MiiyV said Jack idminngly. 
"Here, Burnelt, fish her out thai cMra ^.ap from Itic ^.alle rick, 
Ibere's always one in ttic bottom. There — now you wi>n'l lake 
cold, Aunl ^lary " 

The cip, with lEs foie-piece, wis the cjDwuing glory of Aunl 

Hir>'^ gel- up The brim meisurem en Is of him who had bought 

Ibc cap being to lis prccnl weirer's is fn'c 14 lo Ihrec, the effect 

[1551 of Its pro pj mo ns . 1 n addition lo the goggles aitd Ihceir-trumjiet, 

WIS ivuch as to hive overawed 1 survivor of Mcduivi^ ivlarc. 

"Oh, I siy," said Mitchell, "il's lEin to keep as good a Joke is 
Ibis in the family' ^e muivldnve her 1 round town until the uigbt 
I a lis di>wn i>rlbe batlery bumsoul " 

"I say so lDD,~ Slid Buruetl "This is more sjx>rt than oiling 
fill road I racks and seeing old Tweed well broughl upfoTil. Say, 
acl her B-buz7.ing again It's a big game, Isn'l il""" 

Clover thoughl so, with Ihe resull thil they sjteeded tbrough 
Iranquil neighborhoods and cburued leisurely where the masives 
Aecthed until counllcss ihousatub were wondering whit under 
ihc ivun I hose four young fellowv hid m ihe back of their car 

The sad pan aboul all gottd fun is thit il has to ertd ivoouer or 
Jaler, aud aboul sii o'clock the whole pirty began lo be aware 
thai, if refreshments weie ml taken, their ertd was surely close 
Ht hind They therefore called a brief halt somewhere li> get 
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whBl ]^ If i: h [LLC bM>' knawn ti a 'sandwli: bi." iiulI Ihe rcvulls wcrf 
lbiDioughl>' ■>»! isCac liirj li> r\crfiac bul \uiil Marj. She LiH>t 
one bile o f her sandwli: bi, Bnd I hen Djieiiri] il ii'ilh an abcupluc^s 
i^hi^h merged I n Id dlivgusl wtiru il piQVfd Id be TdII DTfiivh eggs. 

"Wh^ didn'l you Icll mc ii'hal II was madr □1'^" ^hc asked in |IU| 
innDjiiicc "I IccI jii'l as if Td ftilLowcd a inar>h — i green 
one'" 

"Thil's 1 iihamc'" ^aid Clover i ndigu a nil}' 'Til gel yDU 
ikDmclhi ng ihal will lake iIihI laslf ouE of yaai moulh doublf 
quick. Hcrr !' he called lo a wiilr c, ind Ihf n he give Itic man 
ccnalu i: aref u I dl reclLDns 

Thf laller nodded wuifl^'. and a few minules later brougtil in 
I lln>' gli&'vCDiilaining i pznEse-ntft in thicr dilTf renl coIdpv. 

"Il'& ■ CDchlall. Dcinh 1 1 quick," CfDvec directed 

AunI Mar> demurrciLl 

"I never drank a cdc k l»i I," sbic began. 

"No lime like Ibic prcenl lo begin," iviid Clover, "you'll have 
Id Leamsomeda> " 

"CDchlalla," KB id Milchell. "are Ihe advance guaTd of i newer 
and brighleTcivllizalion They — " 

"If she\ going Id lake II al ill stic mu^l lake il now," !iBid 
Clover aulhori IB lively. "The green and Ihe yello"' arc begin lung 
Jo run iDgelher Quick now!" 

H m CDnfid ing g ueb I dran k quk k 1 nd bee ame Ihe Ih ree d i fTerenl 
caloPk quicker ycl. 

"Whil's Ihe nullcr^" Jack a.'.kcd imiDusfy. 
AunI Mary wis sfrec hle^i'i 

"He mixed II wrong," iiBid Clover lh a sad, discounged lone. |1S7| 
"Whal ivhc Dughl lo have ^ol TlihI sbic gol LbsI, Ihil's all The 
DDcklall I'i upividedDWD inside dF her, and Ihe effeclDfLl U u[«idc 
down DJ1 Itie on Is ide of her.' 

"Peel any heller now. AunI Mary?" Jack yelled. 
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"I c»ii'l!iccin Id keep Ihe purple 'wilLiiwcd " ■viid Che poor aid 
lady. "I waul Id gD home. I've ali^iys been i greil believer in 
going home when you feci ll^e I do now. In general — as ■ rule.' 

"I would ■vljongly rccorriinend your obeying her * isheii ." &Hid 
HllcheLI *ilh greal cameslncs^ "Tberc's a lime for all Iblngs, 
Bnd, in my aplumn, 'he's hsd sboul ill Ihe queer li-ivles Ibal sbc 
[:an ib&oib far lo-diy. Things being as Ihey are and mainly is 
ihcy shauldu'l be, [ cisl m^ vole in wilh whil laDhs as iTil would 
HODU be^Dme Ihe lasing side, and vole lo bubble bich lar ill 
we're warlh." 

There wuv a general icquiescence In his view or ihc cbsc. 
whkh led Itiem all lo pile into "The Threr^hing Machine" w][h 
imaiTecled tiasle and rush Aiml Mary hedwaid h^ rapidly ts wts 
jio^'iibleeoniidenng Ihc hour and Ibic jiolieenien 

J I nice received her mlslreiis wuh ihe lender welcome Ihal 
every prodigal mij'eounlon ind was esjieci all y ei pedi lloui wi Ih 
[1581 Ici and loaivl ind a rohe de nuLl AunI Mary sighed luxuriously 

when zhe fell her^elT finally lurked up. 

"After ail, Granile," she said dreamily, 'ihcic'E nulhin' like 
gcllin'alrelehedDul lo Ihink Haver — m Ibiere"'" 

Bui Jamce wis lumiug oul ihe lighls 
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Chapter Fifteen - Aunt Mary 
Enthralled 



lick's aunl ^Irpl long iiulI d rcim le^'vly B^ain ThiL Ihncr - b I Cvsnl 
ivicf p whic bi rDllou'ii uigbil'v abroad In Ihe mrl ro po lis. 

When, low aid four o'clock, Aunl Marj opened hercyc^, she 
wts il firal almoiil as hazy In her cu ncepLlo nii iik bhe tiad IDund 
heisell upjn [he previous day. 

"I feel as if the aulo mobile was ninnin' up m^' biek and over 
my hcad,~ i^he '>ti6. though Ifully pasivlng her hind ilong itie 
inaehine\ Imaginary course Then she ring her bell and Janke 
ippcared fjom Ihc njom be>'and. 

"I guess jiiu'd belief give me some dI Ihal Ihal you gave mc 
yeslenJay," IhcclderLy lady ivuggeiled; "*hildD you IhLnk'^" 

"Yes. indeed," said Janice — and wcnl al once and bn>ughl il 
In separate glasses on a Iriy, ind mined il by pounng, while 
Aum Mir>' looked on wilh an inluilive und ePvl and lug ihal piivscd 
inslLncI and bonilered on a compiele comprchenMon dI Ihings Id 
her hllhcrlo unknoivn [IM| 

"They'd oughl lo adverlise Ihil," she said, asshcsci down Ihe 
emply gLas'. i few second'v ialer "There'd be a ^d1 of folks who'd 
be glad lo kiH>w Ihere wis such a Ihlng when Ihey ficsl wake 
up marnln's afler — aCler — well, mDmin's afler anjlhin'. El'iv jus' 
whil you want righl off. Il son of runs Ihiough your hair and 
makes you begin lo icmemher." 

"Yes ma'am," said Jimce lurnlng lo pul down ihe Iray, and 
ihcn crossing Ihe room lo seek 'vi>melhing on Ihe chimney- piece. 

Aunl Mary gave a sudden IwlsI, — as If Ihc dnnk had infused 
in effervescing energy lhIo her f rime. "Well whil im I gain' Id 
do iD-diy^" she iskenl 
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'STr. Dcnbiam ha'> utlILch ouI your cngagcm c riB here." i^Bid 
Janice, bianding hci b jewel cfi boi aii she^pxikc. 

AunI Muy taie off Ihc I issue paper "'Hh Irembling 
hi&lc — lilled I he cover — jnd bcheLd a lln>' [vory and gnld mem- 
nrandi caid. 

"WcJL, ihal boyV zhe cj acul aled. 

"Shall I read Ibie IciL iloud lo yau''' ihe maid inqutred. 

"Yes. read il." 

Sd Janice read ihe dales profuied ibie nighl before and AiinL 
Harj'salupinbed bicld bicr car-l ru m pe I. and beamed bealificalLy. 
llAll "I don'l beliei'f I ever can do all ihal." '>he '>t\6 u'hen Janlec 

piii&ed; "[ ne icr w as one lo rush aniund pell-mell, bul I've always 
been a greal believer in telfin'olher folks enjoy I hemivel vc an' I 
ikhall Iry t\at lo inlerfere." 

Janice hung Ibie lin>' memoranda up bcvide lis owner's walch 
andslDod a I alien lion lo r I u nhe r o rdern 

"Bul I d'n know I'm £uic wtiall can wcarlD-nighl,"canrinued 
ihc one in bed, "you know mj honnel was run over yeslenliy." 

"Wts il" 

"Yes. — il was Ibie moil ivudden ihing I eversaw. I Ihriiighl il 
was ihe lopol my head a I finil " 

"Wa.'vilsnoiledr' 

"Well, Il wouldn'l da far me again and I don'l really believe 
Il would even do for Lucinda We didn'l bnng il home ivilh u^ 
anybiow an'su iliv no use la I km' ol il any more I'm ivure I wiivh I'd 
broughl m>' olher wilh me II wa-ivu'l quile Bi i^lyliivh, bnl il sel ivo 
good on my he id. As il is I am' I gat any bonnel lo wear an' we're 
gain' in a box, lacksayv, — I should hale lo look wrong in a box " 

"Bul ladies in boxes da nol wear anylhing," cried Janiec 
rcasuringly 

AunI M ary J umped . 

"NdI aiiwlhing'" 
lift?] "On iheir heads." 
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"Oh 3 — Well, Ihcn IhcbcnnclhaLf of mcll be all rigbil, bulv-har 
shiiHX wear on I he r«ilof ine?l don'l wan I lo loot o ul o f fa^ h ion, 
you hnow My, but I wish I'd brought m^' Pauilc^' shawl. I've go I 
H PaLilcy shawf ihal's h very iitr pallcrn There's cocDjnuls in 
Ibc border anil a lu'i'vled design of monkeys Hnd iheir IhlIs danc 
jn Iheccnier An' I here aln'L i molh hole in lI — no lone " 

Janice looked duI of the windou' 

"I've gal a ^.al^eD pm, loo." conliniied Aunl Mary rcf lee lively. 
'My, bill Ihal'iv i hand'iome plu, as I remember 1 1. Jl^ gol Jupiler 
on il holdin' a buncbi ol ihunder and Lighlnin' an' reeeivin' I he 
neivi of so mebody's bcin' born — [ used lo know Ihc whole slory. 
Bui, you £cc. I expelled lo jusl be 'klllln' by lack's bed and I 
never I bio ughl lo bring any of I hose d ress- u p kind of lhLiig'i,~she 
sighed. 

Janiee relurned lo [he bed side. 

"Hidn'l you beller begin lo dress""" she howled sugges lively. 
'They are going lo dine here before going lo Ihe Ihealer and 
dinner IS onilered in in hour " 

"Maybe I had "said Aunl Maij, "bul — oh dear — I don'l know 
whal I 'i^/N wear'" She began lo emerge from Ihe bedclolhen as 
bhe 'ijuke 

"How would my green pi aid waisldoT^she asked eameslly. [ll-ll 

"I IhInk il would be lovely." shneked Ihe maid 

"Well, ivhake il oul Ihen," said Aunl Mar>'. "il oughl lo be in 
ihe fashion — all ihe ivilk I hey pul in Ihe slecies. An' iT you'll do 
my hairjusi as you did il ycslerday — " 

"¥cE,l wjH " 

Then Ihe Labor of ihe loilelle began in good eime'vl, and 
ihree-quarleis ol an hour laler Aunl Mar>' was done, and silling 
by Ihe window while Janice laced her boots. 

A rap sounded a I ihe door. 

"Come in,~ encd ihe maid. 

1 1 was Jack wilh a regular fagrt I of A menc a n Ee a u lies 
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"Well, AunI Mary," he ciieti wUh h is cuhId m ary hcjTiy grccl- 
Ing. "How!" 

"Hdw whaf" isksl AunI Mary, who've knowledge o£ 3ii>ux 
social oiElomE had been limiled by [he border line of Kew 
England 

lack laughed "How ire you?" he asked in correclian or hiE 
imperfecl pbirislng And Ibien he bianded ove r Ihe lase wood 

"I'm prclLy weLI,"sald hliv aunl. "bul, mj good ness you mu^ln'l 
bnng me so miny prescnis — you — " 

Jack !i lopped her words ivLlh a ki-^'>. "Now, 'lunl Mary, don'l 
you scoLd, because you're my company »nd [ "on'l have il. Thii 
|IA4| IS my Ireal. and jusi dcn'l you fcrl ^hal do you ay Id your 

roses''" 

Aunl Mary looked a bn uneisy. 

"They're prelly bi^," she he^ililed. 

"Thil's Ihe fastiiDJi,~ md Jack, "ihe longer you can buy 'em 
I he bellerlhe giriiv like lI J Ined lo gel you some eighl feel long 
bul ihey only had Iwo of Ihal number and [ ivanled Ihe whole 
bunch Id malch — " 

He IV as inlecrupicd by inolher rap on ihe door. 

"Hatlol" he cried. 'Come in." 

1 1 »' as Ml Ic hell w i Ih sev eral dozen cunalions , ihe most b nl li ml 
yel pnzed — or priced. 

"Well, I declarer end aimed Aunl Har>' 

"For you, Mlss Walkins." cnenl Ihe newcomer, gricefullj 
offering hi'> homige, ""'ilh Ihe issurancc of my sincere regrel 
Ihal I cime on Ihe scene loo laic lo have been making a scene 
wllh you fifly years ago." 

"I didn't quLle calch Ihal." said Aunl Mary, rapiurously. Bul 
nevermind, — G ran He, gel » lln basin or sulhin'forlhese flow ei\ " 

"Where's Humell?" Ja^.k iskcul Ihe newcomer, — "I'ln'l he 
drejiictl" ITs gelling I ale " 

"Hei all nghl," said Milchell. "he jnd Clover are — here ihey 
ircL- 
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The Iwo cjme In Kjgclbicr bI Ihsl second Cluvcr^ mu^lache 
JLSI showed ii>cr Ihc lop of Ihc iBrgcsl buncbi of violcli ever [Lt5| 
CD ns Iniclcd, and Burnrll bore wilh B^'vlduoua care ■ boiiqucl of 
Dcehld'k licid wllbi a Roman ivi^h. 

Aunl Mar> leaned back and ^hul bicre>'eiv Ifil hadn'l been lor 
her smile, I hey mighl [Wiivlbly biive feared far her Life. 

Eulsbic wiikDnl}' momenlarily ivlunned by surpissing e^slisy. 

"You'd beller put ikDme wiIct in Ihe bilti-lub, Gnuile." she 
51 id, rccovcnng, " nothing else i*iLI be big enough." 

The four young men drc^ up ^.blalls and nvallcd her 'vmiLes 
ullti Iheirn 

"I d'n know how 1 ever cm Ihiuk you," said Ihe old lady 
winnly. 'I've alwiys had \uch a [vor opinion o' life In cllieE, 
tool" 

"Life in cilie&, m^' dear hTisii WHlhins," aercHmed MiKhell, 
'is always plclurenl ts very blick, but It's only owing lo IhesofI 
coal — nol lo Ihc [XMfple "'ho burn ll " 
\unl Mary ivmiled agiin 

"I ^ucvs Ihc balh-lub will be big enough lo keep 'cm fresh," 
&hc baid i^imply. and Milchell gave up ind dned hlik forehead 
wllh hK handkerchief. 

They dined al home u[un ihis occasion and aflerwards loak 
Iwo carnages lor Ihe iheiler. Aunl Mtiy. Jack, Clover, Ihe 
American Eeaullcs ind ihe violeU wen[ in Ihc fli&l. and whal \itiD\ 
remained of Ihc parly and ihe floral decorallon^k followed in ihe 
second. 

"I mean lo smoke," iiaid Ihil pari of Ihe ivecond load which 
habilually answered lo ihe name of Mllchell "There is nolhing 
so soolhing when you hive Ihoms in your legiv as a cigarelle in 
your moulh " 

"Too — loo," laughed hiiv companion. "Jim my 3 bul our aunl Is 
game, isn'l she""" 

"To my Older of ihinklng." ivaid HilcheLl ihou^hllulLy scralch- 
Ing a milch, "Aunl Mary has been hung up in cold slorage jusi 
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long rnoilgh fa hiVc icqUlrrd ihc cxicEl^' ptOpcr gMiuey flD^Dr. 

]| cinnnE bf Ldciunf IJihL Id WDm, u'L>rldl>, jadrd mdrlBls Like >Lru 
ind mr. ihr alghl of fTCbh, rvcr bubbling, youLhrul cnl h usj ii;i m 
likf hf ra IS OS ihrilling and Uillinl dhiI nLling us — ts — ■& — ~ be 
IkitBrd Id iLghl tils cigarcllc. 




Aunl Mur, and HcrEiicarl'v. 



]*J1 



"^'ca. you'd bf ircrsLulli^r." sbIiI Bumell "I lEiacighl you wcir 
running ahciil dF vour pro per big n all." 

"It LEn'l ihal." Mid MilL:bifll, purling gcully. "Il I& ifial I 
.luddcnLy rccollfclfd LhiL I wis iLonc »iLh vou. ind my brains 
Irll mc Ibidl Li b D wislc af bcalnB la u^i! Iheia in Ihr scn^c nf 
I pJur>| noun i*l[h you. The itoid In your campiny. — mv dear 
bDy — DaEy [:amrb Id mc as i verb — us id aelive verb — anJ dear 
knoWi howoncn I hi^e ilched \a i]q>ly 11 rocclbiy." 
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Then lhc>' drc^ up in fjonlaf Ihc ihcalcr andsiw Aunl Mary 
bcLng un lu adcd J uivl bcycind. 

"Grcal Scoll, I frcl aik iFF was i pari or i poiklcr'" SHidEumf II, 
diving iniD I he carriage dcplhs forlhc Lhi^I LdI of CIdwcpv. 

"I fed as If [ were a pari of Ihc RcveLilLon," said Milchell, "I 
me H n — Ihe Rev c I- era llo n " 

The>' rapidly fti rmed on ^o m ewh a I aflerlhe plan oflhe famous 
'Mirnige under ihe Dircclalre." Aunl Mary cam m luded Itie 
cenler-nbvti, leaning on Jack's arm and Ihe resi a^led as halF- 
backs, lefl wing', nr flo"cr-bcarcjH, jusi as Ihc reader prefers 

The J made qui Ic aivcniallon as Ihey proceeded lo Iheirbox artd 
mare yd when Ihey entered H They were Laic — very lale — ab is 
I tie privllcgeorall box parlies and Iheirseallug problem abiiorbed 
Ihe ludLcn^.c lo a degree never seen bcfo re iir 'vLucc. 

Jack pul Aunl Mary and her green plaid waKl in Ihe middle 
ind flanked her ivilh purple violeb and red caniillon&. The 
car-lrumpel WB^ laid upon Iheor^hldsjuivl ivberc she could reach 
il easily. Then her cscorls look poiillons as a 'viirl of balf-miKin 
guard behind and ea^h held Iwo or Ihree Amencan Beaulies 
ivlraighl up and down as If Ihey were ihe In&ignia of Kl'^ nnk artd 
office IIASI 

The effecl wis gorgeoiui Ttic vcr>' iclors saw and were 
Inlcreiiled al once They direcled all Iheir allenllon lo Ihal one 
boK, and il ihe end of Ihe acl Ihe 'vlage manager gol Ihe wrilcr 
of Ihe topical song on Ihe wire and had a brartd new and very 
ipmpos veiHC added which broughl down Ihe house 

Jack artd his parly caughl on and clapped like mad, Aunl 
Harj beal Ihe Ironl of Ihe box wilh her car-lrumpel, and when 
Clover Eugge&led lEial she ihiow i^ome flowers la ihe heroiEtc 
■vhc ihrcw Ihc orchidiv and came near maiming ihe bass vioL for 
life Bunicll rushed oul belween acis artd boughl her a ^ane lo 
pound wllh. Jack rushed oul belween more acbi and boughl her 
a pair of opera glasives, Milchell rushed oul belween slill furl her 
Hcis and procured hei one of I hose Japanese fans which I hey ubc 
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fnr Circ-ac Ef cnn . tnd agllited il aiound birrdunug Ihc rcvl oflFif 
evening 

"Time of >Dur life, Aunl Mary," JbcI voclferaled under Ibic 
cover nf a general chont, "Timeof your life!" 

"Oh, my," said Aunl Mary, heaving a E'^^' ^'E-^- "seems if E'd 
die uhcu I Ihluk of Lucindi." 

The J go I oul of ihe I healer «i mew Hal afler eleven and Clover 
look ihem all lo a Fceuebi OBfc for iiuppcr, ^o Ibiil aEain il v,t' 
prell>' well along Into Che day after when Janke regained bier 
[IftI cbiarge 

"Grintle,' eikI Aunl Mary very solemnly, as she ooLlap^ed 
upon her bed Iwcnl^' minules liter yei, "put II down on ihaE 
memoranda forme never lo find nofaull wilh nolhing ever again. 
Never — nolever — no I nncr again." 

i^ ^ i^ H i^ 

Theiecondday aflcrwas Ifial which had been ivel forHllchelL'^ 
yachling parly They allowed i day lo lapse belween because a 
yachling parly has lo begin early enough so Ibal you can sec lo 
gel on board MiKhell wanlenl hl'i lo begin early enough so Ihal 
Ihcy could see Ihe yachi loo 

"A yachl. Miss Wilkins,~ he i^aid Into ihe ear Inimpel, "is a 
dellghl ibal II lakes dayligbl lo dellghl in If my woids sound 
Homeivbal mixed, believe me il 14 Ibc elfecl of ivbal is lo 
come cabling lis shadow before I speak iviih undeHkl anding and 
sympaihy — you will know all laler." 

Aunl Miry smiled swcelly Somellmc: she ihoughl ihal 
Hllchell was ihe niceil of Ihc Ihree — limes when she wasn'l 
lalking lo Clover or Hiirncll. 

Jack took hU aunl oul lo drive on ihc afieEnoon of Ihc 
inlervening day and boughl her a bluesuil wilh a red lijie an>und 
one arm, and some mbbersoled shoes, and a yachling ^ap and 
I mackinlosh. There was somelhing louchmg In .^unl Mary's 
joyful confidence and aniicipalion — she having never been casl 
H'D] loose fiom shore m ill her life. 
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"When ilIo yous'posc irll gel home?" '>he asked Jack 

"Oh.EDinc lime lDwan3 mgbil," he replied 

She smiled wllbi a Iru&l aikCDlojiSil a Trusts u&UHtly aic 

"I'm sure I sbiall have a good lime,' sheikiid. ""i always liked 
la see picl u res o f "■ av cs " 

"You'Llsec I he real ihingsnow, Aunl Mar>,~ cried her nephew 
heamly. lie <va'> nol a bil m a Lie lou'v, pjs.'ieMiIng a 'vlomach whose 
equilibrium could rtol conceive any olhennalDinicaL condilion. 

Jinice, bio"cvcr. hBnl doubbi. and on ihe mumlng of Ihe neM 
day her doubl'i deejicncd. She looked from Ibie window artd 
shook her head 

"Peel a fly^" inquired Aunl Mar^' 

"No. I sec some clouds," yelled her m»id 

"J didnl lik you Id sp^ik loud " iviid Ibie old lady. "[ alwiy 
hear whil you say. Alwajs " 

Janice weiil oul of ihe room and voiced hci vlcivs of ihc 
wcalher lo Ibic pmpnelors of Ihe expedilion The pinpnelois 
were having an uproanou'k breakfasl on ham md eggs — all bul 
Mllchell. whosal 'vomeu'hal BliH>riiid conlenled himsell wllti an 
old and reliable breakfa^l food long known Id hi£ race. 

"Are you really going lo lake her up Ihc Sound lo-day?" ihc 
maid demanded ol Ihe merry mob. 

"I'm nol," said Hurncll; "il'i Ibic yachl Ihal'sgolng lo lake her. |L7I| 
Pis'. Ihe syrup. Jack, like Ihc jack you are." 

"Doesn'l she feel wcll^" Jack asked, pa^ivliig ihe syrup is 
requciled "If shedoe-in'l feel well, ol course, we won'l go " 

"I like lhal,"sald Mile hell, "when il^ my day for my parly and 
my cook ill provbioned wtlh piDvisions To r prov is loni ng us ilL 
How long do you buppoike ice crcim slays logcthcr in Ihis monlh 
of roses anyhow '' " 

"She IS very well." '^ti-i Itie maid quielly, "bul ll's blowing 
prelly frcvh here i n Ihe c i ly and I Ibioughl Ihiloul on ihe Sound — " 

"Blowing fre^h, is il?" laughed Burnell, "well, il'll sail tier 
fasi enough when we gel oul. Don'l you fuss over whil's none 



122 The R cj uvcn I IId ri of Aujil Marj 

of yaurbuslncis. m>' dr Bcgirl; juivl Irol along iij>vI3LPv and liicss 
dolly, Bnd "'hcnsbic's drc^iciil *c'll ukc her olf jour handii." 

Jsch appeiml unduly quid. 

"□d yau ihinh il is gaing Id slorni^" he s'^knl MiKhi^lL. 
MllchcLl w^iv sen pi ug biiiv s aucec u i Ih Ihe Ihrifl IhiL Ihni'es north 
of Ibic Firlh of Fori h Hnd biaKhci jn-bilivon Ihe^esl shores of Ibic 
Allanlic 

"I don'l I blink bI ilLdunng vac alio n," he ikiid mildly "I repose 
[1771 ind rcip Otii' — rn>m olhcr people " 

"If Ibicre *BS Bny chjnec of * slorm ""' iiaid Che nephew, 

Ibio iighlf u I Ly. 

"F]ddle-def-dec,"i^iidBuniell impHllenlly, 'whal do you ihmk 
yBchlFk are for. anyhow? To Id alone?~ He Looked al Ihe mud ts 
he i^jx^ke and pjiuled signlficinlly lo the door. She wcnl duI bE 
oucir Bnd rrlurned upslBiis lo her mlivlress whom she found quilc 
reslLeiiv lo "gel-B-gom"' ab zhe expressed H. 

The bo\cs filled wllti ye^leidiy^ purchi&ea were brought oul 
B I once and Janice proceeded lo rubber-sole and blue-i^erge AunI 
H»r>' The lillcr regarded every ivlcp of Ibic pe^^orm»n^.c In Ibic 
huge ihrec-fold choil glass "'hich had been wonl lo lell Mrs. 
Roiivcoll things IhBl every woman Longiv lo know 

When her loilelle was complele il luunl be admilled Ibial ti a 
yachliiWDman AunI Mary fa iriyoul'vltaue bier aulo mobile pDrlnil. 
She surveyed herself long md ^.arefuLly 

"T expcci iI'Ll be quile an experience," she said wilh many new 
wrinkles ol anllcipallon 

"¥es," Eiid IiJiice, with a glance al Ihe fLullenng window 
curl a ins, "[ expecl il will be " 

AunI Mary wc n I daw nslii rs and wisgreeled wilh loud accla- 

maliuns Tbic bicikfasl parly broke up al once and, i*hiLe Janice 

phoned for cibi, AunI Maiy's qui i Idle of cscorls sou^bil hali, 

III3] coats, elcelera. ,^fler ihat rhey all sallied fonh and look Iheir 

jdacejv asjoyfulLy as ever 
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fr WIS quire B long drive li> where "Lidy Belle" biad been 
broughl up, and Ihey biad lo ■Hop once la [ty in Lwo or Ihrec 
pounds of curreni lilcralure 

"Dd joLi rcjd moslly''" isted Aunl Marj. 

"Il\ bCkl lo be on Ihe sifeside." ^Bid Clover v»|ucly 

Then ihej cnlcred Ihe I angle of dnc tj »nd ei press wagnn'v and 
ob^lacles in general and Mileticll had grcil dirCieully In finding 
wheic his launch had been lakeu lo meel Itiem 

Hill al laivl Ihey go I Aunl Mary do"'n a flighl of very sli pr^ry 
■vlefPi »nd Inio aboal i* hoie e icrjl h i n^ * as Libeled "Lady Belle," 
and Milcticll said i^omclhing ind Ihey ciivl loose ind uerc off. 

"SecmE rather a small yachl." said Aunl Mary, glaueing 
cheerfully aboul ~l iin'l Eurprmcd ihal you'd nlhcr came m 
nighls.' 

"BleES your hearl, Aunl Mary," 'vhrickcd Jieh, ~lhis isn'l ihc 
yachl. IhlE ts the wiy we gel lo tier." 

"Oh." ii\6 Aunl Hiry blmkly 

"Thil's Ibic yicbil," yelled BumeU "Ibiil while one wilh Ibic 
black smoke coming oul and Ihe sail up " |I7J| 

"Whil are ihey gelling up sleam for?" isked Clover. "The 
lime Id gel upsleam is when you gel down sails generally." 

"They aren'l gelling upsleim," said Mile hell, "Ihey're gelling 
up dinner. Il looks like i IdI of 'vmoke because of ihc shadow 
on Ihc E ail And, speaking of gelling up dinner, reminds me Ihal 
Ihe lopic before ue now Ie, how In Ihunder are we Id gel up .^unl 
Haij''- 

"Pul a rope an>und her and bond her be if she was a caviLry 
hoiEC," Eug^esled Burnell 

"I Ecom Ihe suggeslion,' EHid ihcir hosl, "rr ihc worsl comes 
ro ihc WDisI T can give her a back up, bul I IrusI ihal Aunl Mary 
will rise lo Ihe heighlsor Ihc sail and Ihc silu alio n all alortcc artd 
nol make mcdu any vcrlcbralical slunls sn early in ihc day " 

They were running alongside of "Lady Belle" a\ he spoke, 
irul ihc firsl Ihing Aunl Mary knew she ind hci parly were 
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Bllached lo Ibif IDnncr b^' u>mc myslfnam ind nor allogrlhcr 
HDlidcDuneclion. 

"Whildo wc do nDw""' she asked uneaivlly 

"I'll show you," laughed Hurncll, and seizing Iwo napping 
ID pes he u'eul ivhlpping up h ikDn orElepladdfr tnd sprang upon 
Itie deck ibove. 

Auul Mary sliilcd lo emulale hliv piowCkS and stood up al 
[Yin once. But Ihf next second \he sal down eiH?mel>' hard wilhouL 

knowing iyh>' Tihe h»d done so 

"hold on, HIiiS Wilklns," M[H.biclL cncd hi'ilily "jusi you 
hold an until I gl^'e you somclliing lo biold on lo. and when 
you've gDl somclbiLng lo biald on lo, pleisc keep holding on Id il, 
until I If IL you Itial Ihe hour has come in which lo If I go igaiu " 

"T didn'l quilc calch Ihal." iviid Auul Marj', "bul ['m ready lo 
do anylhin' you ■>»>■ If you only — " and again ihe si^^ang up artd 
■gain win Ihrowndown aiv hinH as held re 

"Look oul," cried Jack, spnnging lo her side, and he go I hofd 
of ht\ valuable relallic and held her ftil while MiKhell grasped 
I he ladder and i sailor sirove lo keep Ihe launch i^lill 

"Now, AunI Mary," cried Ihe nephew, "hang on lo me artd 
hingon lo Ihose mpcs and remember I'm righl back of you — " 

"ftTy Lord line." ^.ricd \unl Mary lurning her gaze upwirds, 
"im I eipccled lo ^o iJone all Ihal way lo ihe lop""" 

"ll'll pi>' you lo keep on lo ihe lop," screamed Clover, "you'll 
hive, comparalively speaking, veiy Imle fun if you hing on lo 
ihc ladder all day — and you'll gel so wel loo " 

"There's more room al ihe lop," cried HllchelL, "Iheic'iv always 
|l'4l loom al Ihe lop Hlfv Walkiniv Pul yourself in Ihe place of any 

young man enlering a profeivsion artd siruggle bravelj' upwards, 
bcanng ever in — " 

"Oh, I never ^. an "said \LinlHar>' re^.ollLng abrupily; "[ never 
could climb Irees when I was Lilllc — I never had no grip in my 
Ic^ — ind I jusI know I cin'l. It's loo high. An' il lookiv sLi ppery . 
An' I don'l wani Id, inyhow." 
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"Wh»l rol'" yelled Jack "ihe verj idea' Why, Aunl Mary, you 
know you can ^km up Ibicre juM Like a cil iT ycu unLy makr up 
yoiumrni] lo il. Here. MilcheLl.givf hr c h boo&l and I'll plan I bicr 
feci f inn I y Now — have you go I hold of Ihe ropcv, Aunl Miiy^" 

"Oh. mercy — un — me'~ wiiLcd \unl Hiry "Ihc yachi k 
luFRLu' a-n>uni] an' Ihe biarder I pull Ihc laslci il luc[i;i " 

"Calcbi he I Ironi above. Burr," C Lover ci Lied exciledly, "hook 
her wilh anylhmg If you cm' I reach her ivilh youi hand." 

"Oh. my cap!" shrieked poor Aunl Mary, and Ibiecap wenloff 
indshe weul on up lud was landed safe above 

"Mow on Ihe chart di> you suppose *e'Ll ever unLriad her""" 
3»ck fcvked . wide-ej'ed, ts he!i*iiii| himivelCquickLy afler her. 

"Whil man halh done min cm do," quo led MllchelL '^eiilen- 
lri>i]sly, following hib Lead. |I7~| 

"Bui im man ever unloaded ^unl Mary," Clover reminded 
him, as Ibicy broughl up ihe rear 

Then Itiey ivere all on de^k, a ^tiair was bioughl for ihe 
honored gueM, and Mil^tielL inlioduced ha ii a i li ng- m asler who 
had been drawn Id gize upon Ihe nltier novel manner in which 
she had been bionghl aboard 

"I wani Miss Wilklit lo have Ibic iviiL ol her Life, Renfew," 
said Mil^ticll. "Vi/c aren'l coming back unlll nighl " 

"Well hive \t\[ enough sure, air,' &iid Renfew, louchlng hl^ 
cap, ind I hen he waLkenl au'ay and Ihe ivo rh o f ill arli ng off began. 
A lug hid been engaged lo lo* ihem oul inio Ihe breeze and 
Jick Itioughl II would be nice lo ^how ,^unl Mir>' iround while 
ihcy were being mcindered Ihiough coil birges.elc. They weni 
below and Aunl Mary &iw evcrylhing wilh i mobl Clallenng 
Inlcresl. 

"I d'n know bul whal L'd enjoy a llllle yachl of my o"'ii " sbic 
Slid lo Milcbicll "I Ihink ll!i so amusin' ihe wiy cverylhin' lurni 
over Into sulhln'el^e I 'uppoie Jofhua could feam lo siiL me — I 
wouldn't winl lo Irusl no new man, I know.' 
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"Whj, nf coui^c'saliJ Jn.k. "and wc caulil aM come and vim I 
you. Ann I Marj." 

Aunl Mary ^mitrd hobpilibly. 
|I7B| "I'd be gild Id act yon bII in>' day,' she SHkd coidiilly; "and 

1 sbiall have i hole in Ibic bollom of Ibie boil for people lo go in 
and Dul of. and a nice slii cease doi^n lo il.so you needn'l mind 
I he nolion of ho* you'll gel on and off." 

They ill laiigtied andconlinned I he lour below ind Aunl Mary 
grc»' more and more cnlhuiiiaslle for quilc a while. She liked 
Itie kilctien ind she liked Itie dining-coom She Ihonghl Ihe 
inangcmenlloc keeping Ihe I able level ma\I Infcnlou'v. MiKhell 
look her Inia Ihe main eabin and lold hci that thai was heis for 
the day On I he drc-^iver was a phologcaph of Ihe "Lidy Belle"' 
framed In silver, whkh Ihe youn^ he'll presenled lo hisguci »s 
H souvenir of Ihe "voyage " 

Aunl Mary'iv plcaivure was il Lis hcighl Oh, Ihe pily of Falc 
whkh makes Ihe apex of every Ihlng so very llmilcd as lo si ending 
jDom' Three m mules aflcr I he prcscnlallon and acccplalion of 
Ihe pholograph .^unl Mary's glaneo bei'ame i^uddenly vagnc, artd 
then especially piercing 

"Whal makes Ihis up artd down fechng'''she asked Mile hci I. 

"Whal up and doivn feelmg?" he asked 'vecurc in Ihe good 
eonselenee and pure living of an oalmeal bceaklasl. "L don'l feel 
up and down." 

"I do," £ald Aunl Mary abruptly, ~l winE Ed be somewhere 
11361 cbc." 

"¥du wanl lo be on deck," i^aid Eumell, suddenly emerging 
from somewhere, "I know Ihe symptoms I alwayv have 'em. 
Come on. And when we get up ihcrc, I'll collar Jack for urging 
those SIX I as I griddle cakei on me I his mommg." 

"I Bin'l sure I wanl lo be on deck," said .Aunl Mary "dear 
mc — I feel as if I wasn'l sureof anylhin' " 

"Whal did I leLl you'"' said Bumell lo Milchelh "it's blowing 
fresh and neilher '>he nor I oughl Id Jiivc come. Yon know mc 
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when Ll blowi " 

"Shu I up," ^atii Mile hell, hurryLng Aunl Mtrf up Ibic 
i:a mpa niDn-wi^ inul ikhDvIng her into arte chiir and hrr Trel 
Into inalher, "iheie, Misik Walkim. you'ie t\f ngtil now, aren'l 
you^" 

"Whit's Ihc mailer'^" said Jack, coming from somewhere jJofl 
Di aalmi "Hcavcu blc^ me, whal ills you, Aunl hlary''' 

"I don' I wonder I ' m pale," said Aunl Mary falnlly, "oh — oh — " 

"We mu'l pul our hcadslogclher,~^BidBurncll, lakmg adnnk 
from B llask Ihal he look oul ofhl'i fu^hel, "I muivl soon pul my 
head on someltiing, and your aunl looks Id me Id frel Ihe '^tme 
way MilchelL, why did you lei me foigel Ihil von I made lasl 
lime lo never come agam?" 

"Your \iiviy lo nrver do Ihing.^ agam arc abirul aiv ivlable as |DKi| 
your preseni biold on an uprighl posilion." said Clover, iB^'ing a 
ikieadying hand upon his friend's wavrnngnrss "Sil down, liElIc 
bo>'.sildown.~ 

Hurncll sal do"'n MilcheLl smiled Ja^h laughed, and Aunl 
Harj groanenl 

The boal wis rising and Tailing rapidly now, and as she ran 
furlbicr and TurlherDul inio Ibic ever freii hening wind she heplon 
rising and falling yel more rapidly. The more molion Ibicre wa'; 
Ihe more Aunl Mar^' seemed lo sifldown in herlwo chairs 

"We'd beller pul back," said Jack, "Ihis won'l do, you know. 
How da you feel now, Aunl Mary?" he added, leaning over her 

Aunl hiary opened her eyes and li>DkeiLl al him bul made no 
cciJy. 

".Aiit me how I feci, if you dare." said Burnel1,from ivherc his 
etiair was drawn up noE far awa}' "I eouldn'1 kill you jusi now, 
bul [ will some day I premise you ~ 

He was very while and had a look aboul his mo ulhlhil showed 
ihal he meani nhal he said 

Some bells rang somewhere. 

"Thai's dinner," exclaimed Clover 
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Aunl Marj gave t picrcin* cry. 

"Oh, lake mc 'kDmcu' here elbc,' eHcsiIcL, ihrowing her hindE 

IIBII up Id her face, 'ioniewhere where Ihere'll never be nolbiln' lii eal 

■gain. I — I cm 'I bcarlo hear aboul calm'." 

"I'm gning In lake bicr down inlo onccf lhccBbLii'v,~sald Jack 
ha^lLly, 'ihe belongs in bed " 

"Nd, lum back Ihe carpel and Lay me in Ihc balh-lub." almi>sl 
'kObbed Ihe poor viclim "1 don'l feel like I cauld gel Hal cnaugh 
my"' here cLive." 

"She has Ihe projier iipinl," said Hurnell falnlLy, "only [ don'l 
ferl a^ If I could gel flal enough anywhere al all Wtial in Itic 
name of Ihe G real Pyramid ever pos'ies'ved me lo come?" 

Mile hell rosequkkly lo biiiv feel. 

"You pul your aunl lo bed, lack," he said, "and I'lL pul my 
yachl l4i backing T h is cxjvdil ion ii expedillouiily heading on Id 
whal migtil be Icrmed a failure I can ecc thai, even if we're only 
in a Saund." 

"When do you zupjxjze we'll gel bn;k?" ihe nephew asked 
inxLDUsly 

"Aboul four o'clock, if we don'l loEcllme by hiving lo lack." 

"I didn'l quile ^alch all Itial." ivaid Aunl Mary, "bul I knew 
ivulhin' vti loose all along. [ fell il Inside ol me ngtil olf al fiisl. 
And evcrsLnce, loo " 

Jack galtiered her up In his urns and bore her Icnderly away 
IIHT] lo Ihe beauliful mamcabm. 

"1 wauled lo live lo ^.blallgc my will," she said iidlj, as he 
laid tier down, "bul EomehDW I don'l Ecem Id care for nolhin' no 
more." 

tic kiivscd her hand 

"They say being iveBsick is awfully good for people, Aunl 
Har>'." he jelleiil conlnlely 

Aunl Mary opened her ejei. 

"John Walkins, Jr, Denbam," she said, "If you say 'food' lo 
mc again ever. I'll never leave you a penny — iio I here!" 
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Jack wful awiy and Icfl her 

"Cumc Dn lo dinner, Humcll," Clover ^.»lLcd hiLinousLy, 
"Jhcre"!. liver milh In lie bilivof bican — yourlavarilc diih " 

E umell snarled I he weike&l kind of a snarl 

"I ihougbil I'd suffered enaugh for one yeir IhsI monrli/ he 
murmured in a voice Idd Ioa lo be hrard, ind [hen he hnrw 
JiimikfiriD be alone an deck. 

□own in Ihf lilllr dinlug-iiBlDDn Ihe diivbic^ wcrr hopping 
memly back andforlh and an agreeable ador of agreeable viiud:^ 
filled Ihc Bir. Clover and lack ■>»! down opjiCvile Iheir biosi and 
Iticy all three bIe: and drank ivilh a /.c^l Ihil knrw no breaking 
wives nor sad cffecls. 

"neie'iv lo our aunl." siid Clover gayly, h:^ ihe firsl caunc 
wf nl around, "of course, ive all Love her Ihr Jack's ^ike, bul al 
I he same lime I offer Iwd lo oddi ihal il is i pleasure Coconveisc |IH3| 
in under lo ncs I>c^. isio n ally Who lakes'"' 

"Aujil Mary being laid upjn her bed," iviid Milcbicll, "we will 
neitl proceed lo lay ihe mo lion aroui hononble friend upon I lie 
lable. We regrcl Aunl Mary'iv ill-hcallh "'hile we drink lo tier 
good — quo I a lion martiv under Ihe laller wiiid. Aunl H»ry3 — and 
may iihe tnbc ind piospcr all Ihe way down inlo Ihe launch 
again " 

"I'm lioubled aboul her, really," said lack soberly, "wc oughl 
lo have broughl someone li> look oul for her " 

"The maid," cried A1ilchell."lhedainly, adarablc mud' Here's 
la linice ind — " hi'> speech was broughl Jo t sudden end b^' his 
Ino gueslik nearly disappearing under Ihe lible. 

Jack ivlarled up 

"Ginger! Did you £ccl Ihal?" he iskcd 

"Thil's nolliing," said Milcliell, calmly rcpln.ing Ihe wilcr- 
carale which in IhecxcilemenI of Ihe mameni he hadclaivped la 
his Dasom; 'it's Ihe w avcs whi^ h i re ri'ii ng lo Iheoecisian — ihal's 
ill." BulJack had hnrncd oul. 
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He raiind poor Auni Msry wnlhing In ea agany of ml^ 
c:y. "Obi — ah — ~ ^hc cncd, "I winl lu be slIlL — I'm lou much 
Itppcd — and all Ihe wrong wty} I u'ani lo lay 'vmDolli — ind I 
|IH| slBndon m>' Ii4:iilI — all Ihc — " 

" Wc' rc go mg bn.k," 4 Bid Jack ■vlriving Insoolhc her "lie sill I, 
AunI Mary, lud wc'J L SDon gel Iticic Dd yo u w anL sonic ciinphor 
lo smcIL?" 

"I don'l feci up lo s mcl I In'." willed AunL Mar> "I don'l fceL 
uplo inylbim' Gn 'wBy RighloCf." 

jBct wcnl on deck He found Bumell 'virelchcd pale and green 
upon Ihe ^biaini Ibicir Lid>' guesi hBd vacated 

"If you speak lo me again/ he \it»i. in halting accents. 'I'll 
never ivpeak Id you again Gel oul." 

Jack wcnl back li> hi' place al dinner. 

"How Bic Ihey^" B'ked Clover 

"I don'l know," he ivaidqu icily, "bul Ibicre^ a b ig Mo rm com ing 
up The ivky'^ all dark blue and il look' bad." 

"I don'l care " ivaid Mile hell, sawing inio Ihegame wilh vigor, 
"if we go down wc go down wUh AunI Har>' and if I were Uncle 
Maij' I wouldn'l feel happier and safer as lo all concerned The 
ivhip Ihal bore Cssar and his foMune had nolhing al all Id bear 
compared lo Ihis which beaPv Jack and hi' Here's lo Jack and his 
lorlunc, and may we all ivurvive Ihedark blue ■vkj." 

"I Icllyontl^ serious, 'said Jack. As he spoke anol her ominous 
heaving i^el ihe hollies lipping and nearly sent Clover backw an)-. 



IIB^I 



"And I'm senDus,' exclaimed Milchell. 'I'm always serious 
only I never can gel any girT la believe il Here's la me, and may 
I glow mare and moresenous each — " 

A Iremcndous waveborelhe>'achluprighl and ihenlcl her fall 
on her forelegs again. Clover wcnl aver backwards and Ihediikh 
of peas Id which he hadjusi been helping himself followed afler. 

"¥ou didn't say 'excuse me' when >du Icfl ihe libic," siid 
Milchell, whom ihe law af gravnalion had suddenly raised Id a 
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pinmcLc fram whicbi he vicwccl his f^e^d^ "■ilh niirlhful icam, 
'Bnd il you've hurl yourself il mii'vl be a judgmeni on jou for 
Iciving ihe libte wilhaul i^aying 'exciLkf me.' Hck'/i H> Clover, 
v.hn hiik a J uilg mcul and a d Uvbi of jteaiv served on biiin a I Ihe'vimc 
I [me for leaving Ihe libic wllbioul ■>»>■! ng 'eicusc me.'" 

The s a 1 1] n^- HI B^ ler appealed il Ihedooc, hlivcap In hi^ hand. 

"I beg your pardon, ilr." he said reivpcc Ifully, "bul I feir il^ 
] mpoivsible lo pul back Wc ean'l liuii wilhoul gelling inlo ihc 
liongh or ihe sea." 

"All nghl.go ahead I hen,' ^aid Milchell "go where we musl 
go. and do whal you've gol Id do My mollo is venL, vidi, vIcl, 
uhi^h freely Iranslilcd meaiiik L an lileep aitea when I ean'l ikleep 
■shore." 

"Enl Aunl ^^ a r>' "" <: ned Jack hlankty. 

"She's all righl," said Mile hell, "■vhcllsnnn reach ihe cold burni 
loaivl ivlage and when '>he reaches lheslage*e'll all welcome her 
inio any chorus tJere'iv lo ehoiuses in general and one chorus 
girl In parlkular I haven'E mel her yel, bul J ivhill know her 
when 1 nil, lor she will look al me Up lo now Ihcy've ill looked 
elscwhcic and ilolhcr men limy fortune was only in my face il 
mighl draw some inlereivl, bul — ~ 

"Ljdj Belle" careened violcnlly »nd Clover weni over back- 
waidE for Ihe second lime wilh much in his wake. 

"Oh. I say," iviid Hllchcll, nsing in disgusi, "if you winl 
cverylhing on Ihe lible il once why lake II Only I'm going on 
deck Afler you've bjlhed in Ihe gravy you c»n have il Dlllo Ihe 
Diher liquids Jack and I ire going up lo dince a hornpipe and 
5lng forBurnell. He tooked ralher ennuyed lo me when we^.amc 
down." 

Along lowaid elghl o'clock Ihal nighl "Lady Belle" anchored 
somewhere m ihe Sound and lugged vigoiDusly al her cibles ill 
nighl. 

Wllh ihe dawn she headed back lowaids New YorV. 
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"Aiv 3 SLiccciS my fnlciTHinmcnl hs'i been i fsilurc," fsid 

MllchcLl li> Jack i' Ibiir^ h^slhi!!] up lud du»'n Ihc drck illcr 

brcakfs^l, "bul Inlo cicbi Life ^lomf mn Enitkl r^ll, and I ofTfr 

|IB7] my&cll asi^Bcrificial b ac kf ro und Id A u n I M i r>'^ gLawlug . Li l ing 

luclurevof Wcw York " 

"I wuvti you biadu'l, Itiough/ said Jick, "^hc'Ll ncvfi ivani a 
yachl ar her own now. And biun undci Scoipian irc ac cvrr 
gDin^ lo land her"" 

"En B ihcci my ablc-bodlol young fncnd. m i shcci," 'iiid 
MllchcLl ^.lBppLllg him on Ihc back "Don'l you know Ihc 'Weigh 
ihc Baby' game" ll mi>' double hec up b bll, bul Ihc reiloublibic 
Jimcc will ivIrBLghlcn her oul again. Hcic'& Id ibe abed, be il a 
we I ivheel, a main shcel, or a iihccl wilh yaur AunI Mary Ired up 
in Ll " 

A1 lie hell WBii a^good as h\s word artd ihey lartded Aim I Mary 
in as heel The very harlrar-luf^ ivlDpred puffing and sloodopen- 
moulhed Id Mare al ihe pcrlo i m ancc, bul il was an unalloyed 
ikUcccvS, and AunI ^lary wasgollcnDnIo dry land al laivl 

"I don'l wani lo dn uoltilii' fur a day or Iwa," she i^aid, fi ihey 
drove Id ike hDuse 

Jimcc had ihe bed Dpen. aitd a hol-WBlcr bolMc down where 
AunI rMary's feel mighl be cir^clcd, and all sorliv of comforl 
ready lo hand 

"I'm so glad Id sec you safe back." she said, almosl weeping. 

"I don'l believe il^ broke,' ^aid AunI Harj'. 'bul you mighl 
look and sec. Oh, Gramic — I — " she slDpjied and loDkcd an 
I IHE] imullcrable meaning 

"llslarmed, didn'I il?" ^aid ihc maid. 

"SlormedV said AunI Miry "I gucis il did ivlorm I gucis il 
humcHncd. I know ildid I'm ivurc of il." 

"Bul you're safe now." said Ihc ^Irl, lu^.Hng her up as snugly 
Bs if she had been an InlanI in arms 

"Yes. I'm safe now." said AunI Mary, "bul — " she iDoked very 
eamebl — "bul, oh, my Granite. Iidw I did need ihal while fuzzy 
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iluff lo dnnk Ibiis momlng I never winlcd ni>lhin' "> bid In ill 
my Life ifore." 

J B nice !i mod by I he bed, her face full of regrcl Ihil Aunl Mary 
had known my aching valid. 

Aunl Mary grew yel more eamriil 

"GranLle," ivhesald. "yi>ii mind ivbial I 1^1 1 you Thai augbil Id 
be idvenjbed I iih'd Ihink you could paleni il Folks oughl Id 
J: now abaul il.' 

Then \he laid herseLf duI in bed. "My bicBveniv alive!" she 
sighed sweelly, "iherc^ nDltiin' like home Nol anywhere — nal 
nowhere [" 



Chapter Sixteen - A Reposeful 
Interval 



The nml dale upon Ihr Jilllr goltl and Lvory memo randum caid 

uhlch hung bcvldc Aunl Mflry's waH.bi wis Ibial scl for Hume ll's 
picnic, bul lis dawning Tound both bioM snd gucsl luo much 
Bll ached lii I heir beds Id dc^irc tny fries c h» m pel re j uil Ihcn 

Bucncll WBS In ihal \cry weak 'klHle which foltows in the 
immedlBlf wflke of only loo niBny yachls, — md Aunl Harj w»' 
■ilecpi ng o ne o f her Id ng drawn oul and ullcrly reslDri live ilecp^. 

Jsch wenl in snd iDoked al her. 

"Il cLid £tDnn awfuLI^'." he &iid Id Jijiicc . who wis billing by 
ihf window. The maid ju^l smiled, iiDdded. and Isid her finger 
Dn her lip She never enco u raged con veisalic n when her chBrgc 
w»s refXJMn^. 

Jsch wenl sofll^' duI ind lurnnl his 'leps low aid Itie room or 
ihcDlhrr wrei:k. 

"Well, how »re ilocks iD-d Bj '^" he likcul c heerf iiM>' o n enferi ng. 

Bucncll was '^liclehcd duI pillo^Jess and iDDhed bliek under 
[l?Q| hia hoJIow cj'Cv Hul he apjicared Id be on Ihe road lo recDvery. 

"Jick," he liBid 'eriDusly. 'whal In ihunder mikeji me alwiy 
sa ready Id go on Ihe waler?! should Ihlnk aricr a while i'd learn 
B Ihingor IWD." 

Jack Leaned hia elbows on ihe high carved ToolbDard and 
relumed his Triend's look wllhone of equal seriousness. 

"Whil make^ all of us do lols of Ihmgs^' he asked. "Why 
don'l wc all learn''" 

B urnel I sighenl 

"Thil'fi a Ticl, why don't wc^~ he said weakly. And ihen he 
&hul his eyes again and lurned his bach lo hiscillcr. 
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Jack vlen^ dnuu lo lunch. Clover Hnd MUchcll were pLs^'ing 
cardiv In Ibic library' 

"Wf IL, how U Lhc ho&piriL''' Clover ai^k^d, laaklng up while 
hc&hurClfiLl Ihe pack 

"Never mi nul BbuulHurncll,~'B[d Mile hell, "bunlo relieve my 
mind abaul Aunl Mir>' 1:^ Iheune 'kheel^lill laklog effo: L, or hi& 
she begun lo rally on i diel oriwD?~ 

"She's asleep," sakl lhc nephew. 

"God blcvs her slumber," dcclired Clover piously "I very 
much approve oF Aunl Mary islecp Wbicn our deirly beloved 
BunI 'Iccfw we know we've gol her and we don'l tiavc lo yell. 
Shall I deal for Ihrecr 

"They are bringing up lunch " ^laid Ifie lalesi irnvil, — "no |[fll| 
Ume lo begin a band. Bellersli^kguns for I he prcscni." 

"So iey [." said Milchell, "wllbi me cverylhing goci down 
when lunch comes up. Il% qukle ihe reverse wilh Eurnell, isn'l 
1 1?" He liughed bnilally al hiso"'n wil. 

"To IbiLnk how enlhuiiasllc Burr wis," said Clover, evening 
ihe cird'i prepiralory lo slipping ihem inio Iheir holder on Itic 
side oT Ihe lible. "He^ always so enlhusiaslK ind he's alwH^b so 
skk In his place I should Teel Ihal, ifa buoyani ni lure is a vlrlue, 
I didn'l gel much rewaid." 

The go ng so u nded J usi Ihen. and I hey ill wen I down lo lunch, 
nnl al all saddened by ihesighl of Iheir comradeTi emply chiir. 

"Now, whil are we going lo do ncm^' Clover demanded is 
Ibey finished lhc bouillon 

"Mavc a meal eourse, I suppose,' said Milchell. 

"I don'l mean ihal, I mean, whil ire we going Id do nexi wilh 
Aunl Mary""' 

"She hasn'l bul Iwo dayv more," said Jack mcdilaUvely "Of 
course — even if iihe was all chipper — Ihiivivlorm has knocked any 
picnic endways " 

"I am noi tn imlenl upholder or picnics, anyhow,' said 
Milchell "The>' require a conivlanl 'vllling down on ihe giound 
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and gen I ng upfiDin I bir ground lo uhich I find on r rc^pec led sunl 
[l?7| very fir fcom being cquBl. Hurncll mcnlioncd IhiL vie 'houid go 

lo ihe Hcene on i coicbi. Thil hLiiD did nol meel my appjovBl. 
Going anywbifTeon b coii: bi requires a cansl b nl gel ll ng upon Ibie 
coach and gelling do*ii from ihe coach li> whkbi I bIiiO consider 
Ibic [f-ly unequal Tbic cvenis ol jcileidiy hjve Icfl i deep 
ImpreB&lon on my nund. 1 — ~ 

"Gd an ind carve," inlenupied Clover, "or else shove me I he 
plallcT. I'm hungry " 

"So'm [," SB id a voice il Ibienioor. A weak >okc — bulonc Ihal 
ikhowed decision m lis lone 

The>' looked up ind saw Eumell, dressed in b pink silk 
negligee wilh flowing slen'es 

"I'm rivenous," he cxcliimcd evplanalonly. "L haven'l had 
inylhing since diy before >'eslenHay il breakfiivl I didn'l know I 
w»nlcd Bnylhing III 1 1 smell il, — I hen I dresivcd Bndcjmc down." 

"Hnw sweel you Look," said Clover. "The cffecl of your 
pBjimi cuffs and collir where one greedily exjiccis cun'es and 
conlour IS lovely Where did you find Ibiil b al h- ro bi: ''" 

"In ihe bureau driwcr " iviid Burncll. "Il appeared lo hive 
been hasllly shoved in ihere some (ime. [ would hive ihougtil 
Ihal II was a woman's someltilng-or-olher. anl>' I found one of 
Jjck'scanils in Ihe [xjckel." 

Thc>' all began lo laugh — Clover and MilcheLI more hearliLy 
|iq]| than Ihe owner of Itie canl. 

"Sil down," said Milcbiell finally wllh greil coidlaLilj. "You 
may is well sil down while Itiey mess you up so me weak lea and 
we I loasl " 

"Tei and loisP" cned ihc one in pink 'I'm good for dinner. 
Um GoUeswillei , whildo you ivuppose I came down for?" 

"I wasn'Isure, "said his Iriend mildly, "you musl»dmil>'ourseLf 
thai your illire is miivleading My bnok on social eliquellc ^ty\ 
nothing as lo when il iikCDrrecl lo wear a pink ^Wi. ro be over bl ilc 
ind while sirijvd pajamas. However, there's no denying your 
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pcsicncc, and what cin'l be dcnlot miDl be supf^ird ivD uhal 
will ynu have''" 

"Evcrj'lhlng " 

Milchcll dived inlo Ihc irilibliz' girnrrally tnd Bumcirii void 
WJE provided wllbi fulf i LI m en I 

"Wc "crc lalking abuul Aunl Hiry." CLavcr said prcvCnlLy. 
~Wf wci? ivayiiig Ihil ncUhfryou na i she won Id be up lo acoich 
Di down la t picnic lor one ivbilc " 

"Oh [ don'l know." 'iBid BumcH "I Iec\ up lo prclly ncirLy 
inyLJiing now Ihal I ^dii cal again PBS'vOVfrlhc honicndish will 
yoLi^" 

"You're one Ihing, my swcci pink friend," said C Lover gcnlLy, 
"bill 'lunl Hijj's anulher I'm nul siying ihal New York has nul 
had a wonderfully B row n- Scq u aidcsquc effccl on her, bul [ am 
si>'ing Ihil iffhe i^ lo be nised and LuiverHl lre<|Uf nl Ly , I wanL |L^J| 
la travel wilh i [urlible crane " 

"Mum, hum. biurri^" cried lack. "May I jusl ask who did 
mcsl of I he heivy labor of Aunl Mary jc'vlerdiy'' — \4 Ihe man 
in Ihe ope I a singiv Iwenly limes wilh Ihe whoJe chuius Lo bich 
him — 'Twaii I, 'Iwis l.'lwia I, 'l»aal — '" 

"n and aver Ihe li>»sl . C Lav ci " said Burnell 'I don'lcare who 
il "'as — 1 1 was a 'vuc^.c'vs inyho"'.lorshc''v upslalrs and s III L alive, 
and I \ty 'ihe'd enjoy coaching oul HIvctJiidc way, and — " he 
chahed. 

"Slap him inywherc,' said Milchcll "On his maulh wouLd 
be Ihe proper place Such pior manners, — cdmlng down la a 
ccrripany Lunch in anolher man's balh-robe and ihen Irying la 
preach and eal dr>' laisl a[ once." 

H urnci I giipenl and reca>ered. 

"There," said C Lover, wha hid riivcn la idrriin isle r ihe proposed 
slap, "hc\ off our minds and we may again pick up Aunl Mary 
and pul her back on.' 

"We wani lo send her ha me In i blaze of glory," said lack 
ihoughlfulLy. 'I winl heila feeL Ihil ihe fun nuslraighl Ihiough." 



[I?fl 
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"Thil'sju'l v,htl 1 nicdn," inlcrpjscd hispirllcuLirfncnd; ~wc 
winlhcrlogD hamcDnlhr wings □! a gi in I cracker, &□ H>&itcah." 



"Hdw would Ir do,' ^aid Ch>vf c suddenly, "Id ju&l mikc a 
ulgKl nf 1 1 and lake her along? Slock up. Mack up, ind ha' FariC. 
Vdu all knoA I he kind ofi lime I mean." 

"Clavcr." ^Bid Jack gravely, "docs it occur Id yon ihil AunI 
Mtry belongs lo nif and lha[l have a [iePvi>nal inlecosi in keeping 
her alivc^" 

"NDlhfng ever occurs In him " said MUchcll "OccBsionally 
an idea bing.^ up against him inadicrlenlly. ind is ll 'kplinlcni a 
slivcTDr Iwo pcnclralc his head — ihal^ atl " 

"1 dnn'l 'cc "'hj Ihi: La'1 ■vLn'cr he fell wisn'l lo ihe i"inf " 
■vaid Bumell turning Ihe ^. ream jug upside do*ii as he spoke "I 
Ihink she'd enjpy ll of all things She enjoys evcrjihing so I'll 
guaranlec Ihal when she gels back home she'll even enjoy ihe 
yachling Irip Loliv of pcopLe are made hke Ihal In ihe wjnfcr I 
alivayv enjoy Ja^.hllng, myvclf Pass me ihc he" bread " 

"Burnell," said Milchell warmly, "I WLivh ihal jou would 
remember thai acDilap&e invariably follows an infilled markel." 

"Is 1 1 .^unl Mar^ who i£on ihc maikcl, oi myself^' 

"Ydu " 

"Oh, Ihe rule is revenied in my case — Jhe collapse wenl fiisl. 
I'm Dniy inClaling up lo ihe a^utl limil again Is ihere any gravy 
UU] Icfl^" 

"No, ihere isn'l," said Clover, looking in Ihedl^h, "Ihcie lanl 
much of anylhing Lefl." 

"Lei's go lo ikie library," said Milchell. rising abruplly "ll 
always makes me ill lo see goose-sluffi ng before Thanksgiving. 
Come Dn " 

"I'm done," said Bumell. ivpringing up and winding ht'> lacey 
drapcnes aboul hK manly form. "Come on youiself and ance 
seirled and smoking, lei us canvasiv Ihe queslion and agree wilh 
Clover.- 
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"Ydu kun^ Ihccr irc nighl^ about town and nl^hls abouC 
rown." said Clover, as Ihcy ckinbcd Ibic ilalrcasc "I do nul 
Hnliclpalf Ihal Auul Mary will bring up with i iquuiI lum in Ibic 
jxjIlccsIiIldh, bs hcryoiuig rcL a live o ncc did." 

"Well, Ih al'iv io mc comfnrl." iviid Mile hell "[ did ikjI fed sure 
H& lo]usl wbiere you did mean her lo brLng up. You *ilL periiips 
itlow me Id remark ihal mikirig a nighl of il wilh Aunl Miry in 
law IS 1 ^ubjircl Ihal really is piDvocilEve of malure refleclian. 
Making i nighlof il is a frolh^ sort of i piDjuii lion iri which our 
beloved aunly ma} rial bcal up loquile Itie buoyancy of you and 
mc- 

As he finiJihed 1 his sage remark ihey ill re-cnlered Ihe Library 
H nd gioupenl Ihemselves aiound I he lableafsmohlng Ihlngz 

"Thil's whal I say," said Jack. "I I h i rik !i hc^ much more IlkeLj 11171 
la bealoul Ihiu lo beal up — I muslsay " 

"I'll bel you she daebu'l." cried Bumell eagerly. "I'll bel five 
dolLars Ihal ^hedoesn'l " 

"I declare " 'aid Clover, "ivhal a Ihlng a bicker 1^ lo be sure. I 
feel poivllLve Ihal \um Mary will go Ihrough ivilh II now. I had 
my do u bis before, but never now. Six lo TLveon Aunl Mir>' for 
ibe Three-year-old Slakes " 

"The bcsl way is lo hil a happy medium," 'iid HLKhelL 
Ihaughllully ncralching a malch lor Ihe lighting of his ncw- 
rolled cigarelle "[ ihink the wisest ihing would be for us jusi to 
lake Aunl Mary and ivally lorlh and then keep il upunlilshe must 
be pul lo bed Whal say"" 

"Well," said Jack, reflectively, 'I dan'l suppose thit taking it 
Ihal way, rl would really be any worse than the olhcr mghtiv — ~ 

" Woisc !" c ried Cla ver. 'Hear him' — slandering thoivc brilliant 
DCCBSicns. everyone of which is a Jewel m Ihe ciown of Aunl 
Har>'^ bonnci " 

"Well begin by dining out," said Bumell. "I'll give the dinner. 
One of ihe souvenir kind of affairs. A white mouse far n'ery 
man and a i:anar}' biid lor ihe lady We'Ll have a private roam 
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Hiid sjierches Bnd T'LI gel [ncgaphonea so wc cin makf hf c hear 
wllbiuul buslin' " 
Hm "My dear boy," 'laid Milcbiirll, "whci? is Ihis pnvalc room H> 

be in whicbi Ibic parly can converge ihrou^h m izg a pbio ncv? I had 
l"o deaf unclcv once *ho playcul ^.ribbage WLlh m eg apbiancs, 
bill ihey were InflucnUil ind Ihe rcvl of Ihe family irre poar. 
Circiiiii!i lauceiv il le r ciiei. I a;ik again where you cin gel a pnvilc 
dining-room IDrlhe ibf of five people and four megi pho nc&^~ 

"I'll see." said Burnell. "[ wlivh," bie addenl i ml ably "Ihal you'd 
will uulil I finistied before beginning lo 'imash in like ihal, you 
kllo^.^ cverylhi ng o ul ol my head." 

"It'll da you good lo have a lillle SDinelhing knitcked oul of 
you." said Mllchell genlLj ~[l may enLirge >Dur premisei. give 
you a ivpire idqui somewhere, 40 lo speak I 'vhi>iild Ihink Ihal 
you'd need some ivpire loam soincwbicre aflersuch a brcakfasl." 

"rLl Icll you ivbial [ ihink;" said Clover. "I ihink il^ a greal 
scheme. Il% a son o f pul l-ln- and-uul . field-glas:^ impedes of Idea. 
We can develop ll or "c can shul il off. In olher wardiv, "c can 
parade ^iml Mary or bring her home jusi when we darn please " 

"Thai's whal I i^aid," ^aid Eurnell. "Begin u'llh my dinner, 
while mice and all, aitd when all iik going jusI Jel 1 1 slide unlil il 
ivcemiv about lime to slide ofT.' 
HWl "Yes "said Milchell dryly, "il£ al"'ays a good plan lo i^lideDn 

unlil you slide off 1 1 would be ho easy lo reveisc ihe^amc." 

"And Ibicn, loo, — " began Bumell. 

"Exeuiie me," said a voice at Itie door, — a woman's voice this 
lime. 

Tl was Janice, verj' prelly in her black drcMi and while decora- 
lioniv, handle in pjckels, s m lie on lips 

"Whal's up now^" ihe lasl speaker inlenupled himself lo ask, 
"Auni hTiry""" 

"Nd, she's ml up." a aid the maid, ~bul she's aw ike ind ivanlii 
lo know aboul Ihe picnic." 
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"There, wbial did 1 ityV cried Bumell "[■vii'l ihe a hero? I IcIL 
you AunI Hiij'd figlil In Ihe [til dilch — zhe'd never ■vurrendcr' 
She"^ one of Iho&edead-al-lhe-gun chafe I'm proud lo ihjnk wc 
have known the co m pi n lo nsbiip of ja ml ^ ac hling le&ulb.' 

"She iviy' 'he feeliv as itII as ever," '>t\6 Jimce njicning her 
cy« B I ri £le iH 'he ni>led Biirnell!i pink silk negligee, "and wlivhes 
"o know when you winl Id ■vlarl." 

"BravD,~ EH id Mitchell, "1, too, am fired by Itii'^ eipajiirionof 
pluck. I Like spin I. She reminds me of Ihe bioise who v.t'^ lurned 
Dul In grasz and Ihen suddenly broke ihe worLd'^ rccoid." 

"Whil bioisc WIS Ihal'^" asked Bumell 

"Pegasus," ikiid MllcheLI ciueLJy. "I didn't say whal kind of a 
recon] he broke, did I?" [JKi| 

"Whil shall [ lei I Mis'; Walking''" asked I tie maid 

Jack, who had risen al her enlranee and gene lo Ihe window, 
faced aiound here and said 

"Tell her Ihal iT she'll dress we'll go du4 bo n nel-shooli ng and 
Hflerwarcb dnve in ihc pail:.' 

Janice he'llaled. 

"She will ivurelj ask where you iic lo dine." 'laid she haff- 
ivmilin^ 

Jack looked a I Ihe crowd. 

"Fellowv,' he \t»i. ~wc musl eivc up For lo-monow's blow- 
outs uppose you Lc I Hllchc 1 1 and me dine \unlHBr>' somewhere 
very Iranqulllj lo-nighl and we'll gel her home by eleven." 

"Yes. do," iviid lanice, wilh sudden earnest enlreily. "Jion- 
e&lly, ihcrc is a limil." 

"Or eouise, there is i Itmil," said Milchell "Even allies 
have iheir limiliv. This one Iried lo be an exceplion, bul San 
Franc Ihco yeUed 'Keep off and she drew In her claws again, .^unl 
M»r>'. poivsessing many [oinls in common wilh New York, also 
posikesses Ihal She has limiE. Her limits look In more Ihan wc 
bargained Cor, — lor Ihey have lakenus into Ihe bargain Sull I hey 
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arc ihcrc. and wc bow lo nccn* i ly. A cticcrfuL dnvc, b quid lea, 
carl J lii bed Andf.?! vobismttt " 
[»l| "Nd WDndcr," bald Burncll, "it's cisy for you lo agree when 

you're Id be one of tbc dinner pirly ~ ~] dan'l mirtd bcluf Icfl 
Dul," Slid Clover coiUcnIcdlj. "[ 'IibLI ^W on ihe^ofa artd "'hispcr 
lo 'Itie one bebiiud.' Wbilivpe n ng m an an Ihil I have alinibl 
foigollen, bul inspired by Ihil pink — " 

"Then I'll leM Mies Warhins lo drcs for ihe going duI," siid 
Jinice. [ULiiledly addressing herself lo Jack. 

"Yes. please do." 

The maid lelL Ihe roam artd wenL ufbliirs AunL Miry wis 
lossing abonl on bier pillow. 

"Well, whil's il lo be"*" she 2.\V.cA in-iilinlly. 

"Theslarm has made il loo wel lo picnic." replied Janice "Mr. 
Denham wanl' lo lake yon lo drive ind illerwirds yuu and Mr. 
Hllchell and he arc lo dine — " 

"And Hiirnell and Clover'^" cned Auni Mary In ippahed 
inlerrupllon "ivbicre are Ibicy goin'?" 

"Rcilly, I don'l know." 

"I don' I like I tie idea,' said Ann I Mary, "we'd oughl Id ill be 
Id gel her. E never did appiove of spl i II in' up m small pirlics Did 
Jicksay inylhin' aboul my gellin' inolbier bonnel'^" 

"Yes. he Ihoughl Ihal you would go lo a mi I h ncr fi rsl " 

"I don'l know aboul lookin' sillier,' said AunI Mary. "Slnhes 
me a woman can't look more fDoliivti Ihin ^\tc does wrlhouE a 
|M71 bonnel However, I don'l feel like maHn' i fuss over anylhin' 

iD-day. ['ke hid i good reivl artd I Teel fine I'll dcess ind go oul 
wllh Jack, in' I know one ihing, I'll enjoy every minule I can, 
forlhip week isgoin' like llghlnln' and when ll'sover — well, you 
never saw Lucinda, so il's no use lr>'in' lo make you urtde rsl artd, 
bul — " she drew a long brealh artd ivhooh her head meaningly 

Janice did no I reply She busied herself wilh Ihe cares of Ibic 
iDilel of her mistress, artd when ihal wis complete Ihe carriage 
WIS summoned for Ihe shopping lour 
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Jack SBiv ihal Ihc bound »'3S Bllcndril lo fiPvl ar all and ibcn 
Ihcy wcnl lo inolhcrslorc and purchiHcd i scarf pin for Josbiua 
ind a noiliba;^ fo r Luci nda. Allcr Ihil Ann I Mary dccidfil Ihal 
'>he wanled hr r fu ur fncnds r ach lohavf asouvfuirDrhcrvl^il, n> 
■vhc Lnivlslcd ujxin bci ng co nd uclcd lo I h al go r^coui ni lib I Livbimcnl 
uhi^h Ls lighlrd »' I Ih di amo nd^k lu'vlcadDrrlcclricily lud ordered 
fo nr d reji I ng-c B^cs lo be co ns Iruclcd, every! hing wuh ^old lops, 
la br engraved wllti Ihe proper luillaL'k and also Ihe i nsc ripl ion, 
"fmm H.W in memory ol N.Y." Jn.k ralher proleMcd al Ihls, 
Biking her if sbic realized *hBl ihe engraving would come lo 

"I donl kiiaw." said AunI Mary reeklei^ivly ind laviikhly "I 
don'l earc whal il comes lo eilhcr lis com in' la me, anyhow, [yni 

■ml il^ I ralher ihint ■vD. Seems Likely." 

The clerk lout daivn Ihe onilcr, and ihen m he i*b!i ushering 
ihem door-*Brds he fell hy Ihc "'ayside and craved permiivsian lo 
show some Haras of emeralds and some pearl dog-cull ais. Jack 
Tchelled 

"Yon don'l wani any of ihosc," he exclaimed. Irying lo pmpel 
her by. 

"I arn'l so sure." said \unl Mary. "I mighl have a dog some 
day ~ 

Hill her nephew gel her back inio Iheir convc>'ancc, and I hey 
drove away. It was so lale Ihal ihey could nol consider Ihe park 
and so had lo make a lour of Fiflh \ venue lo use up Ihe lime lefl 
befo re di n ner. Then *hen Ihey headed loward Ihe cafe I hey were 
delighled lo observe Milchell anailing Ihem JusI where he was 
lo have been. 

"I see him," said AunI Mary. "My! I'd know him as far off a^ 
rd know anybody "Bui I hen she sighed "I ivish iheolhets were 
I here, loo," she said sadly, "seems awful — jusI Ihrceof us." 

The dinner which followed echoed her senlimcnl 1 1 was a 
vciy nice dinner, bul painfully quiel. and AunI Mary ^rew very 
reallcBS. 
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"Scrm^ likf WH&lin' lime, anyhow," '>he 'iid unr aiiily "T donT 
ITHI ivcc whj I bic o Lhc rs d idn'l come. ^cLl.canI "cgo IdCohcj I si and 

or Ibic Slaluc of Liberty orsDinewhcrc when we're IhiDugh"^" 

Milehell Laoked al Jick. 

"Whj, ypusec, Aunl Mary,' ihe lallcr pnmpfl>' 'vhrieked, 'we 
Ibiou^hl we'd be good and go home early artd ^lon of reiil up 
lo-nLghl io as Id hflve » high old lime lo-moriDW." 

Aunl Mary's face, which had fallen dunng Ihe rml pan or 
ihclrzjiceeh brighlencd up al Ihe lasl words 

"Whil »re we goin' lo do''" she inquired wUh unfeigned 
InEeresl. 

"Bumetl'fi going lo give as t dinitcr/ Jack artsweceil, "artd 
then Bflcrw anils we're going lo heLpyou ^ce Ihe liiwn." 

"Oh'" iviid Aunl Mtrf A pleisanl gleam £lcd over her face 

"I never was a greal believer in bein' oul nighli," she ^aid, 
~bul I gucBS I'll make an exccplian Eo-momiw 1 mighl as well 
be doin' ihal ts inylhin'. [ presume Maybe bcllcr — very likely 
beller." 

"Oh, vcr>' much bcllcr." said MileheLI ~H is ihe enccplloni 
ihalfumLvh all Ihe oil in life's machinery. The except ions nolo nly 
generally prove Idd much for Ihe rule, bul Ihe^' also generally 
|Ji>^| preveni Ihe rule fnjm proving loo much for u' They — " 

"Bul I don'livce why wecouLdn'Igo lo Iwoor Ihicc vaudevilles 
lo-mghl, loo," said Ihe old [f-iy. suddenly "[ feci so son of 
rcady-for- any Ihi n'." 

"You always I eel ihal way M iss Wal kiniv," screamed MiKhclL. 
"Il IS we Ihal arc Ihe blind and Ihe hall You are ncr fresh, bul 
wc Taller and fainl You icc iI'e you ihal go oul, bul ll's we ihat 
you gel back. You — " 

"Wc could go lo one vaudeville, anyway." said Aunl Mary 
abslraclcdly; "an' if we saw any places Ihal loi>kcd lively we 
could ivlop a fcA m mules Ihcrconour wa^' back I've never been 
inlD loEiof Ihings here " 

Jack looked al MilcheM lhi£ lime. 
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"I'm ^DJT>'. Hi'iv Walkiitv," he roared, "bul I'l! hi\c lo go 
home, anjbioi*' You ivcc, Trri ni>l w^ed lo Ihc lively life which hi^ 
befu enlivening u:^ all IhLv week and, being weakly in m^' knees, 
needik mu'il loak oul " 

,^uiil Marj looked very d I'vipjxj i nied. 

"Then Jack and I'll go. !□□," she said, "bul obi dear, 1 do hilc 
la wiEle my Elay in the cily slccpin' so mneh. I ean sleep ill 
I winl tfter I gel home, bul — " nhe piu'^eiH. and then said wilh 
deep feeling, "Well, you don'l undePvland about Liicinda »Ji' so 
you doni undeislind abnul anylhin'." 

Holh lhe>oung men fell Inily regrelful tv lhe>' pul herLnIo Ibie [JOOi 
carnage for I he relurn In p. Herdeepenjoymenl wis so genuine 
and naive Ihil ihey sympirhlzed WElh her feelings when cul off 
from ll. 

Eul ll WIS bcsl thai ihis one nighl shoutd pass unimproied, 
ind so ill five threw Ihemselveiv inla Iheir respeclnc beds wilh 
equal zesi and slept — ind slept — and s^cpl. 
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Chapter Seventeen - Aunt Mary's 
Night About Town 



The ncxi day cimc upDulorihcDccin riicind ivann iiulI I'hcn il 
drew iDwan] lalcr Bflcrnoon no more piDjiallou^ nighl forjiClUng 
forlbi ever biapjx^ncd 

Il WBS undeniably b nigh I Id be rcmcm beicd. And AunI Mary':^ 
cnEeilainfnk drew in deep brcilbi?i b& ihcy giid«l Itif m'icLv es For 
ihc [:oiifllcl. Ttify ccrlBinly intended Id du Ihcmivelvrs pn>ud 
Bnd on lo[i nf all Ihc leaser "linn^ i>f bicr Life" lu piLc ihc one 
prc-cm Lnc n I uhich should rcvl prc-cmincnl forever. AunI Mary 
h id been g B y In Ihc TlihI parlof ihe week, — giyer indgayer aslbie 
week progrfiiied, bul Itial final crowning nighl wts ludubilBbLy 
Ihc gaycvl of bII If yon doubl ihifi read on — read on — and be 
convinced. 

The}' begin with BiLmed'L drnner in ihc pnvile iDoin. No 
mailer where Ihc privale room waa, for il reaLl}' wasn'l a pnvilc 
jDom Bl all — Il WB' a ivullc of roomiv bornnwed md arranged 
e!i[wcially for Ihal one iiccasLon They gathered Ihere al cigbil 
o'clock and begin wilh oyklerii served on i large bri-ivs Iray in a 
mB| hi^r-dim Turkish room where incen&e 'klichii burned about and 

queer diggers held up Ibie eurlalni The oyMeiH were served an 
Itieir arrival and Ihc megaphnne^ iilood like exlingul^heri over 
each wllti Ihc name caids lied lo Ihe iimall end. The effeol wti 
really unique AunI Mary bad one, loD.ind I hey were all rejoiced 
a I her dclighl in Ibe s^.helne, ind a few seconds aflcr I hey were 
doubly rejo Iced over Lli ivucc ess fo r mi one bid lospcik Laud — Ibe 
meg a pbo ncs d id il aLI. producing a lovely climor which deafened 
all Ihoi^e wbo could hear and caused Aunt Mary lo feel ihal sbc 
heard wllh the rest. 
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Amiii'vl Ihc cbiccrfuL din lhc>' cnchingcd such very wifd le- 
marks a^ oyvlcr^i ilu'ays In'ipici: and cicbi and all wrrc muluiJL^ 
[:anlciil al ihc flTfcr ihcrfof Tbicn Ihcy Iml'vhfd. and EumL:LI 

roiic al ancc. flung bi^k ihc poni^r«i. and led Ihcin in upon 
I tin r soup which iiloud smakin^on i Lirgccacd I able in Ibir ucxl 
room. There iverc bo ulonii lere^ "'ilh Ihc ^oup, and vioLels for 
Auul Mir>'. and again lhe>' used ihc megaphone?! ind again ihc 
canvcj^ilion parlookonhc i: ii?i lo m a cy 1:0 n vcisal ion which ivDup 
produces. 

The SDup fintshcil, B u mcll jum pcd up igalu and threw bick 
Diticr poMicrei and Ihey all moved oul mlo a dimng-room, wilh 
IE labLe iipreid ivilh a subsliulLal dinner. This lime il wis ihc 
real Ihlug Candelabra, icc-piil'v, elc. |ai9| 

\unl Mar^ hid a piirol in a gill lower, and ill ihe men bad 
while nikc in houses shaped like hal-bDne!i Mile hell's seal wi' 
flanked wilh Aine eaolcra. and Burnell's, !□□ There wis all Ihal 

I bey could desire lo eal and drink ind mo re. The fcisl began, and 

II ivaiv grind and glociau'k. 

"I'll lell you ivbal." said Aiml Mary, in ihc mid-i^l of ihc revel, 
~if ihci IS whil 1 1 means in papcn^ when il spciks af high livin', 
1 don'l blimc 'em for bem' wilLin' lo die of 1I young One week 
like Ibiiv iiv wonh len jeais *ilh Lucmda Tivcnly \ whole life " 

"Say, lack." 'laid Bumell in an underlonc, "Icl^ have Lucinda 
come to lown next and see Itic cffcci en her " 

"ftTiss WalUns," said Clover Ihmugh his mcgiphonc, "li a 
mark of my iffeclion I beg lo offer you my while mouse Do you 
icccpl'^" 

"Oh. I don't wanl logo bicklc lhchouscyel,'~siid AunI Mary, 
much disturbed "ll's too won." 

"We won'Igo home till morning," iviid Bumell "Nolby along 
shol Here, MilcbelL, give us 1 speech Home' wc dcn'l wanl to 
dnnk Itr it, bul wcdo ivanl lodnnk lo nhere " 

"Home!' said Mitchell, nsing with ha glass in his hand. 
"Home' here's lo home, ind f'U cLnnk Ic il in anylhing bnl a eab. 
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ttomc, AunI Macy luiI gcnilfmcn. Is ihe place ivbirrc onf may 

[1H| gD when every olher fAece [■> cLiiscd .\^ lon^ is any olbicr plicc 

la Djien, biowevcr. ] do nol reco m mend go mg hoinf. Theconlrasl 

15 alAB>'^ &hiE|i ind btllcr and lo be avoided until unn'oidiblr 
c [IT u msli nc Cv, over uhich "c posscfv bul Linlc conlroL, force 
w^ lo give our addreiiv lo ihe min whn drives and Lcl him dnvc 
Oy lo Ihe lasl place on the map. And /lO I drink lo ihit laiil 
place — home; ind heic's Ed lI, not new, bul a good deal laler, and 
not ihen unle-kiv ivtiil muivl be haivgol lo rCkull." 

Milchell pauikCd and Ihey all drink 

"hTe neM now," mcLBimcd Burnell, jumping lo hii feel. "I'm 
going lo mike i iipecch al my own dinner, and ts a good ikpeech 
IS besi made alf-hind, I've picked oul an off-hand subjcci and 
anjic lo give you 'Lucinda.' Having never mel her I feel able Id 
ikiy nolhing good aboul her and I call ihe company preseni Id 
wllncis Ihal I ^hall say nolhing bad either. I gilbcr fiom wtial I 
have had aslny chance oT picking uplhal Lucinda [>> all Ihal she 
ikhDuld be, and nolhing frinque The lallcr qualily is loo bad, bul 
il's nul my faull. Therefore, I say igam 'Lucinda', md here'iv Id 
her very good heallh. Maj iihe never rcgrel Ihal Fale has given 
her nD chance Id have inylhlng lo regrel " 

AunI Mary ipplauded Ihl' spcc^.h hcarlily even if she hidn'l 
quile caughl Ihe whole of il and had no idei ol ivhum il wia 
17111 ibaul. 

"Who'ivgDin" lo ivpeak nDw'"'shc asked imioupfy. 

"T »in," ivaid Clover modcslly "I rise lo propoivc Ihe hcaLlh Df 
our honored guesi. Miss Walkins We all kno* ivhal km '>he n 
lo one of as. and we ill weep Ihil she didn'l do bs welL by the 
real oT us \liiiI Hary[ Glasies downV' 

"Youcan'IdrInk Ihis.you knoiv, AunI M ary, " s aid J ack . — "il'^ 
bid la&le lo drink lo yourself." 

"I don't wani lo dnnk^'&iid AunI Mary, beaming, — "1 like Id 
wilch you " 

"Here'iv lo AunI MaryX lit^ing TO wale h ib'" cried Clover. 
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"Nd." &Hid Bumcn n^mg, "dunl El's lime lo go and gel Ibic 
SI I ad UDW." 

"We'd oughl lo hjve Ihe auloniDbiLc for Ihi^ parly," \t\d Aunl 
M 1 rj' . ind evf rj'o ne appLiuded her idea, as ihey ro&e and g alhercd 
up Ibicir belongLngiv. 

Il MBS a droll pjDCDibion of men uilh mice and a lady ivilh a 
parcDl I h algal under way and rnoved in among Ihe Japancvt ftm 
and swinging laulcm'v of ihe nexl iddih in Ibc nuile of Bumell':^ 
friend Five lillle indli'iduil liblfv ivei? laid Itiere and on each 
J able lay i J a paneie crealu re i>f ivome mi n whkti — being opened 
ikOmeu'tirre — revealed ^al id "■ilhin [!l?| 

"Well, I never d id I " e>j I ai m ed ihegiie'il, "iKLiidmneroughl lo 
be pul in a bookV 

"Well pul il In ouiselve'v CIpvI " iviid Mile hell "I never believe 
In boohing any allraellon uulil il ha'i been Iricul on a neleel Tew. 
Burnell having selected mc forone of [hi& few, I vole we begin 
on Itie ivilad." 

They begin forlhwilh 
\iiiil Mary ivuddenly slopped eiliug. 

"Some one called," she said 

"il'iv Ihe pariDl," said Jick, "I heaid him before." 

"Whildoe, he ^ay""" said Milchell 

"LKlen ind you'll find oul." said Jiek 

They all LI'lened and presenlly Ibie parrol ivaid solemnly 

"Now see what you've done'" and relip'^ed inio silence. 

"Whildoes he mean''" Aunl ftTary aivked. 

"He's refemng lo tils own affiirs," siid Hnmctl; ~comc 
on — I el's gel coffee nowi" 

They all adjourned lo i liny room lined wilh pLislePv and 
decoraled wllbi pipe racks, and Ihere had Ice creim in Ihe form 
of bulls and beiPv, and coffee of Ihe slrongcsl varielj .\nd I hen 
cordials and cigi relies 

"Now, where shall wc go lo fiisl?" »sked Bumell when ill 
were well In up. No one would have gucvsed ihal he had ever |III| 
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fell u'«l up In bFI hi^ rife before 

"Til 3 rool garden," iiBid MilcheLI 'We'll go lo a roof garden 
fli&l, iJid then we'll ga Id morr roof garden?! . and aflr r Ihil if I he 
spin I mavc^ wc'l^go lo yd a few iDof g acd r ns In addllinu We'll 
■vhow our dear lunl ivbial "'ondeis can be done mUh roofs, and 
iD-niDJTDW 'vhc'll wander mhal w»i done milh her " 

"Thai's I bic bllL,' said Clover, "and Lei's go now. 1 can see from 
ihe general manner of my mouse Ihil hr\ dying lo gel on I aitd 
make his "'ay In Ibic wide worLd." 

"Mine Ihe ■vamc," said Milcbicll, "by George, ll worries me 
lo \iec such resllesiv, feveriivh manners in whal 1 had supposed 
would be a quiel dome&lic companion ll prdages a dislraeled 
ei^Elence Buleomeon" 

Thc>' all rose. 

"Where are wegoln' now''' ashed Auul Mary. 

"To a iDof garden,' \i\d Jack, "and we're going lo lake ihe 
whole menagerie .^unl Mar>' We're going lo gel pul in Ihe 
papeiH. Thai''; ihegrcal 'vluni, — lo gel pul in Ihe papers " 

"Bui we'll leave Ihe mcgaphi>ncs , " said Milchell. "I won'l go 
iboul wllh a moice and a megaphone People mighl ihink I 
HHI looked sllFy. People are ho queer ~ 

"Pul ihe mouic in Ihe megaphone," ■vuggeslcd H ume II "Thai's 
ihe way my molhcr laughl me lo pack when [ via'> a kid. You 
pul youT loath brush in a shoe, and Ihe shoe In a sleeve and I hen 
lirm ihe ivleeve inivideoul Oh, 1 Eel I you — whal is home wilhoul 
a molher? — Pul Ihe mauivc in ihe megaphone and \Iap up balh 
ends Whal are your hands and yourmoulh lar'^" 

"¥es." said Milehehl. 'I Ihink I see myself so handling a 
megaphone Ihal Ihe mouse doesn'l run oul eilherendor inio my 
moulh My moulh t\ a good moulh and il^ served mc well and I 
won'l lum Hover lo a mouse a I Ihis laleda^' " 

"Lei's keep ihe mcce In iheir cages," said Ctover, and as he 
spoke he dropjicd his. 

"Now^kce what you've done'" si id ihe prnol. 
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"I dLdnl hurl ir,"salcl Clover "Come on noiv " 

"Ye^. come on," said Burncll "[!'■> long aHer len o'clock. Ydu 
wiTil la remembci iKal e\ca roof gardcnik ai? ml r lcniiLl>' on 
Jap- 

"WcIL, I'm lr>'ing lo huny ill I can," said ftTilchell "I'm Ibic 
picture of palicncc iicurr^'ing for dear Lile only unable Id lay 
hands on tier glo vci." 

"I don'l ealeh whafa Itie Ircuble," said Auni Mary Ld Jtct. 



"NDlbiiug'^ Ihe trouble," ^aid Jack, "every I h i ng^ fine artd |Ii5| 
dandj. We're going a ul rmw. Time of youiltre. Auul Mary, lime 
of your Life'" 

The>' lelephoncd foi ■ cimigc md lit got in. Then Clover 

'vlammcd ihedoar. 

"Now \ee whal you've done'" Tiacd ihc pirrol. 

"K he going lo keep saying Ihil''" Bumell asked. 

"I don'l know," '>t\d lack "Llcomcv In prelly pal. don'l il?" 

"Makci me Ihlnk of my molher," \t\d Clover. "I WLiih il 
would n'l " 

"I don'l caKh ivbio'ssajln' *hal " iviid ^unl Mary. 

"Nobody's iviying anylbung, Mi-i'> WalUns," n>»icd Milchell, 
"wc are all lalking airy rh>1 h i ngs j itl lo paivs Ihe lime o' day." 

The carriage slopjied Itircc hundred feel below ihe tcvel of a 
roof garden 

"Wc gel oul here," said Burnell 

Thc>' all gel Dill and wen I up In an clevalor. 

"Seems lo be a good many go In' lo Ehe ^ime place," &H>d Aunl 
Mary 

"Yes." said Mllchell. "a good mmy people generally go to 
placeiv Ihal aregreal place:^ for a good manj people lo go lo " 

"Yououghi rtol Eo end iviih i prepoikll ion, " i^aid Clover \l\ti\ 

"There, I lefimy ear-lrumrel in lbiccarriagci"ia]d Aunl Mary. 
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There wail b pjitc orconsTcmalLon. No Dnesnokc excepi I tic 
pBnol. 

"We know u'hBL ^hc'^ done wtlhoiil yaur IclJliig la.' &i>d 

Clover, Bddce'vSLng the bird "The question i^ whal lo do neHl^~ 

Jack wcnl back iHoAU'lairr and found Ihe oairlBge wailing in 
hD[vivi>f picking up Bnolher load, tic In^l ni> lime in pciyonilLy 
picking up Ihe ei r- Inim pel Bud eel u cuing lo tiiiv ^ricud^ 

Then Ihcy ill proceeded above lud boughl a lablc and lurned 
ihcli chilis to ihc^lBge, where Ihe al Ine llo n j usl b1 ihal momeni 
wts B quanclleaf prcHy giriiv. 

"I'll Icll >'ou whil *c'll do." iviid Bunicll Ibie In'lanI Ihe giri^ 
began lo liing "Lcl'^eieh lie i eard lo a niDiiie and preiienl Ihcni 
lo Ihe g iris!" 

The ivuggeslion found favor md waiv fo [lowed o u I Id Ihe lellcr. 
Bui when Ihe gi rls w ere I h nn ugbi Bn^llhcChiniman "'ho Ful lowed 
Itiem on Ihe pfogramme wai^ il^o over, Ihe pleaiiUCCk of life m 
ihal ^pol palled ufun Ihe parl>' 

"Oh, come." said Burnell. "Icl^ ga somewhere cKe Lcl's go 
Dul in ihc iir.~ 

His ivuggeilion Fnimd favoc And lhe>' sillied Forlh and viivlled 

inalher nhir garden, a iheilcr where I hey iviw Itic lai^l quarter or 

[117] ihc fouelh acl, a place where Aunl Mary mas given a gondola 

ndc, ind i pliec where she wis given somelhing in Itie shipeor 

lighl rcfre'ihincnli 

Then. bccDming ihiisly, I hey ordered i few While Horses aitd 
Red Hcraeiv and Ihe Necks of ycl i^lbier hoisei, bul Aunl Mary 
declined Itie hoises of all cdIdis and Milehell upheld her. 

"Thil's righl," he sitd, "I'm igreal bclioer in knowing when 
you've had enough, artd I'm sore yoii' ve all hid so much loo much 
Ihal I know Ihal I must tiivc hid enough and Ihal ikhe's bcticcDir 
wllh itone al ill." 

"I reckon you're righl," said Clover 'I've tiid enough 'urelj. 
I cinl sec over my pile of lllllc 'kiueejik, and when 1 cin't see 
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DVCF my pilf of hlllf ^sucm I'm aFwiys [v&irlvc ihal I've biad 
enough." 

Jack iHughfd lud ihcn zeai<cd laughing and drew dawn Itic 
CDEnen^ or h]^ inDulh. 

"Whj do people ■>[! onchalPi?" Cfaver asked jupl I hen. "Why 
don'l everyone sH on ihe fLnar'' You never fceL is [f jou niigbil 
slipoirihe floor " 

"Ah."sBidM[H.hclL, "if we werenal i Lwayv I rj' i ng lo rise above 
Nilurc we should ill be mung where Nature Inlended, — wbicn 
we weren'l swinging by our In Is and picking coroanuls." 

"Come on ind lei's go ■vomewhere el^e." said Burnell "Every |IIB| 
tunc I look al somebody ii\ Eomconc elbe and Itial makck me 
nervDus." 

"Now ivee "'Hal you've done'" ^aid the pariol. 

"Did >'ou know hliv long suH when you bough) hlm^" Clover 
i&ked Bumell 

"No." bakd Burnell, "ihcy Lold me LhaL hedldn'L u&cbling and 
ihalwaa all." 

Il WIS well along in ihe evening — or mghl — and i briEk 
discussion iipive as lo ivliere lo go neM 

"I'll Lei I you." iiaid Clover, "we'll like i ride Lei me see whal 
Ifme ffiil^ — I2.J0. lusl Ihe limelor a drive We'll like Ihree^ib:^ 
ind ikilly forlh anddmc up and down and back and forth in llbe 
izool nigtil air." 

"And J ews- liirp^ ' " cried Burnell. "Oh, I say, llicre^ a bully 
ideal We'll go lo a drugslore and buy iomcjeivs- harps and play 
on Ihem as we drive along We'll each sing oirr own lune. and 
"lie effecl will be ivo novel. Lel'ivdo II." 

"Jew4-har[5i — " ivi id Clover Ihoughlf uf ly . "j ews- hirps Ibrlhree 
cabs — Ihal'll make — lei me iee — I hall I make — " he he^ililed. 

"Oh, ihe dnvcr will mike Ihe chinge,' said Bumell impa- 
lienlly. "Come on If we're going lo have ihe cibii and j ewi- hirpa 
il'& lime logeloul and lake ihe slump in ihe good cause." 
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"Where's mj c» r- Inimrel ''" ikiicl Aunl Miiy, blankly. — "il'^ 
[1191 been leH somewbicre " 

"Nd, iI hasn'l." biid ^lilchell "It's here! I'm haliliiig il loTyDU. 
ll'smuch c Bsier hold I ng lI ihan picking H up ll 'vceni'v ^o sLi ppcrj 
lu-nighl." 

"Tin not going aul ta gel Ihe cib:^," iviid Clover "I ihougliE 
dI Ibie Idea ind 'vameane else muiil work il oul. I'm opposed » 
wording arierlime and I call lime hI midnighlL" 

Mile hell rose WLlh a depressed air 

"I'LI go," he said "I feci Ihe need of a waLk When E feel Ihe 
need of anylhing I alwB>'^ lake il and I've needenl and lakcn 'vi> 
freely lii-nighl Ihal I need lo like i wilk Id — " 

"I dan'l Ihmk it Tunny la lalk ihal wiy." Eiid Bnmell a lilllc 
heatedly "If you ivanl logel iheeibii why gel Ihccibs I'm going 
lo gel Ihem, loo, and I reckon we cm gel Ihem co mbi ned j us 1 1^ 
easy fi ilone." 

"I wilL go wilh you." i^iid his Triend solemnly. "I will 
Bccompjny you because I feel ihe need — " He slopped and 
lumed his hal over »nd over. "I know iherc's a hole li> pul mj 
head inlo," he declired, "bul [ can'l jusi pul mj hind — [ mean 
my held — on lo — I mean, inlo — il " 

"□d you expecl lo find a brasik hand [uinling lo il''' sikd 
Biunen lebUly. "Come on V 

"Three cabs and five — or "■asil'vii'' — jew^-h i rE^i ''' co nil n ued 

HilcheLI dreamily. "I I musi have been six, five for we five, and 

IIX] one for Lord C hcslerfielnJ — bul ivhcre 14 Lord C hclerfic Id ?" he 

isked suddenly wilh a diiklurbed glance aiound. ~l hope hehasn'l 

deserted and gone home " 

"Come on. come on'" said Bumell "There won'l be a sohcr 
cab lefl if we don'l hurry while evcrylhing iiv slilh able lo stand 
up." 

Thi^ re asoni n^ 'ecmed lo alarm ftTilchell andhe wcnloul wilh 
him ilonceL 
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"My hcadfccli »wfully,~'BidClDvcrlo Jack "Tlfnrl of grinds 
BndgrilCv — dQf youjs?" 

Jack blared 'vlraighl ahead and made no rc^y. 

"I'm goln' home no mare ro mam," sad AunI Mary ulawLy 
and sadly, — "['m gom' biomc no more lo mam, no more lo sin 
an' 'vDrraw. ['m gom' biome no more Id roam — I'm gnin' hnmc 
(o-mDJTPW O humV She bicaved a heavy fi^bi 

"NDW&re whal yo n'vc done ' " said I he pa no I wilh emphasc 

"Never inind,~ md Clover blllcrly "Bcller people ihan you 
have ^one home before now. I uicd lo do il myvcl f bcfo re I y,t' 
old enough lo kno* "orie WiLl ji>u excuse me if I ^ay, 'Damn 
ihuk buzzing in my head*^" 

"I know how you feel." said AunI Miry syin pal helK illy. 
"Dan'l you wani me lo ring for Ihc porlcr and h»\e bilm make up 
your berth righl a^'aj?" 

Clover didn'l ivcem lo hear. HI'i eyes were roving moodily f!2l| 
aboul the JDom, ihey looked limoivl as faded as tus muivlache 

"Seem^ lo me Ibicy're gone a long lime," \i\d Ja^.^ prcicnlly, 
l"'isliiig a lilllc in bus seil "Il never laka me so long lo gel a 
cab I hold up my hand — ihe man slops — and I gel in — "'hal's 
Ibie miller. AunI Mar^'""" He asked Ihc qucslion in sudden alarm 
il seeing AunI Mvy bury her face tiasLily in her hiiidkeichief 

"Whil's Ihe miller^" he repealed loudly 

"Don'l mind me," said AunI Mary ■vobbing "ll's jusi iKal I 
happened lo jusI Ihink ol Ln — Lu — Lucinda — ind somehow I 
don'lseem lo have no strength lo bear il." 

"Spill Ihc hindkeichief between ua,' said Clover. "J winl lo 
cry, loo, and Ibcrc^ no lime like Ihe preseni fordoing whal you 
wanI lo do " 

"Rol'" said Jack, "look here — " 

lie nas inlernipled by ihe mum or ihe embassy. MiKheil 
beanng Ihe j ews- bargfi. 

"Whal's Ihe mailer^" Bumell asked. 
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"NolbiLng," ^atii C Lover "we were so worried over you. ihar'^ 
bLI " BumeLI csLled for Ihe bill Bnd found Ibial he hBnl run oul or 
[:a£h; "Or maybe \'vc hfld my jxjckcl picked," he suggeji led. "I'm 
begLimi ng Id beinjusi Ihc mood in whl^bi L » I ways gel my pjckel 
[nched." 
|22?| Jick pioduced i dII of bilk and jellied foe ihe rerrcvhinenlii. 

Then Ihf^ all 'vlacled down 'vIbiis u AuoI Miij' wouldn't n&k an 
ckvalor gomg down. 

"ll\ all righl comin' up," Tihe Tiaid, "bul if il broke when you 
were going down wherc'd >ou be?" 

"In Ihe elevator." ^ aid Clover. 'I'd never jump, I know thai " 

"Oh, I've lefl m y e B r- Inimrel, " s jid Aunl Mtrf 

"Lei's draw lols lo see who goes back''" Eumell ivugge^led. 

The>' drew and Ibic lol fell lo Clover 

"I'm no! going back," he said culdJj' "I hivcn'Igol Ihe eneigy. 
Lcl heripplj Ihe megaphone." 

Jack wenl baek. 

Then lhe>' all got [ulo iheslreer and inio the cabs Aunl Mary 
and Jack wenl first, Mitchell and Buencd second, and Clover 
brought up ihe rear ilcne. 

The J iiel off jnd it muivt be »d mil ted ihal Ihe effcc t o f the Ihrec 
cabiv going iitigle I lie one after anolher wilh their Qveoccupanls 
giving forth a mt^iil imjierfcct version of hii or her favo rile lunc, 
wts II once novel and i we- mivpi ri ng. Bul like all sweel thing:^ 
upon ihia cinh Ihe concerl was not of Fong endurance It wis 
iJJ3| i>nly a few minulcs before the duos ccised utIerLy lo duo and Ihe 

ioloist in Ihe rear fel L so und i&leep. For ivcveral blocks I here wis 
I mournful and leLl-tile lack of harmony njnn Ihe iir and ihen 
ihe ihree young men beemed lo havcexhiusled Iheir mouths and 
ill lajised inio a more or Lcs'vConscLou'v stile of quielude. 

Only .^unt Mir>' was indefatigable Like Cleopatn a^c 
acemed lo have no power lo ilaleher inQnitc viriely. and leaning 
back in her own comer she continued lo placidly ind pci^clnlly 
inlonc wilh di^regird tor time and lune which rtcvcr ruffled a 
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wnnklf She hadn'l plsyri] on b Jc»'$-hBrp m ivlxly ycais, and 
bcLug dcil shf ABii pLf asanlly bi^Iu niivhi!!] al hi>u' v,ei[ ^hc slllL 
did ll. Jack Icincd In h la comer w i Ih folded acm'v; he was deeply 
caaaclDUK cf wiiihing Ihil \t abs the next day — my dty — any 
Dibicrday — fn r Ihe irek had been a wcanngonc and hecuuLd nul 
bul be man ally gild Ihal ll was so iiearl y o icr. The laivtuCIHUng 
ihc plan of AunI Harj^ revelries Id Ibic measure of her persnnaL 
capiclly had been a very hard one ind his IiDuI panted IDr rehcr 
"hcrefrcm. ll is nne Ibiing In underlike a lisk md anolhcr ihing 
lo peiscverc Id iIs succesikrul 1:0 rriplelio n. Auul Maiy's nephew 
wjs 1 1 red — very lircd. 

A lillle lalfr he Tell a weighl against him; he looked, il wis 
Auul Mary's head, — she waiv obi 1 vinu'v I here on his Bosom. [!2I| 

He heard a voice, il was Ihc parrol 

"Now \cc whal yo n'vc done," tl said In sepulchral lonc^. 

They reiehed Ihe house, boic the honored guesi wilhlu, and 
delivered herlo Janice 

"You can have ihal parrot," Jaek billed back lo Ihe cabman. 
"He^ guarinlced agiinslsLing " 

The cibman dn>\e awiy 

Janice receivenl Ihem wllh a look which mighl have been 
comlnicd m many ivayv, bul Ihcy were all far pasi construing 
ind ihe look fell lo Ihe ground unheeded 

And again AunI Mary was lucked carefully up lo dream herself 
reeled once more. 



|J?i| 
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~Tlic c H m igc !i Loppizd Lhn!c hundred frizL bclaw Ihe Irkcl ora 
ma F-girdf a." 



Chapter Eighteen - A Departure And 
A Return 



The ncilday poor Aunl Mar, biid lo undcr^ii Ihc ordeal of being 
obliged Id lum her face a"'aj from bII iho^e joj^s which hid vt 
ikUddenly and brilliiully allrrenl I he hiie?i uTlir^ For her. 1 1 pi?lly 
nearl>' used bicr up. She luuk bicr reviving decocliun "'Hh Iciis 
iilandlug In her eyes. — and IibI duu'n ihe gli^ wilbi a burbling 
ivlgh "My, bill T ii'ish I knew when I'd be liking in^' more dF 
IhLk'^" ivhe Slid lo J Bnice 

"Oh. you'll come biek lo ihc cily u»me diy," said Ihc miid 
ho[vrul1y. 

"Come back!" ■iiid Aunl Mary. "Well, t should say ihal I 
would come back^ Why — I — ''" ivhe Mopped suddenly, "never 
mind," she said iller i ininule, "onl^' youll ^ice Ibal I'll come 
back. Prclly i^urely — prelly jxj^i lively." 

Janiee wai^ folding her dre^'vCv inio the ^mall trunk. AunI 
Mir>' eo nlempl aled Itie green plaid ivaiivl wilh an air of mournful 
re flee lion 

"I believe I'll alwiys keep ihat wiist railed iwiy." she mur- 
mured. "I still I like lo ivhike lloul once m a while lo remind me 
of ihlngs." [3301 

"Mand me my puise," ^he siid lo Itie maid five minules 
Hflerwards "Heic's Iwenly-five dollai^ an' I winl you Id like il 
and gel anylhin' you like wilh il.~ 

"Bui Ihil's loo much," Janice cried, pulling her hands behind 
her and iihaking her ticid 

"Tike 1 1," said AunI Hir>' imperiously, "you're well worth il." 

"I dan'l IrkelD — lruLy,'said Ihe girl. 

"Tike il." 4 a id AunI Mar>' slemly 



I6D The R cj uvcn I IId ri of Aujil Marj 

Sd Janice toak ir ind Chinked hfi 

The Irain "cnl Bboul 4 pm , ind lI 'cemcd "'ise lo give Ibic 
Icavellec a quiel Lunehcon In her uwn loont and riJLy her eiteurl 
ifle cw H rdii 

When she had ealen and drank iihe sighed again and ihoiigbil- 
fully fpldcd her napkin 

"I've had 1 nice lime." she said, gazing QxedLj oul i>f itic 
window. "I've had a nice Ume, and I guess Ihose young men 
hive enjoyed ll, loo [ rilbier Ibilnk my bein' heie hasgLven Ihcni 
a ^hince lo go Id a gaud many place:^ ivbiere Ibiey'd never hive 
Ibioughl of go in' alone I'm jvell}' Eureaf ll." 

] a nice made no reply. 

"Bui ll's all over now," said Aunl Mary ivHh ^omdhmg Ihal 
sounded sui^piclouiily like a ivab In her vakc, "an' I ha'cn'l gol 
1127] only ju&l one consolation lefl in' Ihal's — ' igain '>he paused. 

Janice cirned I he Iray aivay ind I tic neil minule ihcy ill buisl 
in bearing I heir parlinggifis in Iheir irms. 

The gifliv were an indiscnmlnalecDllccllon of CIdwcih, candy, 
magazines, books, ele 

Aunl Mil}' opened her eloscl door and \haveii Ihe Idur 
dressi n^-c asei Everyone bul laek waii mighlily surprised and 
everyone wiiv mighlily pleiivcd Ttic room looked like Chri'il mis, 

and Ihe faceii. Idd. 

"I shall die wilh my he id an ihe hiirbnch,' Clover declared, 
ind Mllchell ivenl down an his knees and kissed Aunl Mary's 
hind. 

"You mu'il all come an' see me if you ever go any where near ~ 
■viid Ihe old lady. "Noiv promise " 

"We promise," Ihey yelled in unison, and Ibicn Ibicy asked 
in beauliful rbijlhm "Wbial^ Ihe mailer wilh Aunl Mary^" and 
yelled Ihe answer "She^ all righl'' ivilh i fervor Ihil neirly blew 
Dul ihe window. 
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"I dcclBrc," Aunl Mary cxc I »i mcd . ti Ihc echoes ■vClllaT bflck 
Bmong Ihc rumilurc, 'Wbicii [ ihint ol LucmdB ■vccms b^ [f — " 
&he pBUBcd, further i^jieri: h wis foi [he nonce impcssible. 

"The CBCCLBges are reid}," Janice inuoiinced ■! ike dear, and 
Trom ihen until Ihcy rcachot the train ih yts CDnrusiDU and 

bubde. I22SI 

Only ihc Irain whi&lLe ccuLd drown ihc farewells which I hey 

poured Inlc her car-lrumpel, and when lliey could haver in her 

drawing-room no Longer ihey alcod oulside ihe windcw is long 
as Ihc window w»4 iherc lo Maud oulsLdc of And Ihen Ihey 
walchedil unlilil w as o ul ol sighl, and aKec Ihal luined aolem nly 
■way. 

"By grab!" sajd Bumcll, ~l ihink she ought lo Feave us all 
forluncs. I never was so com pLelcly dene up in my life " 

"My Ihroal's blistered "said Clover feebly " I'm going lo^laitd 
on my head and gargle wilh salve imlil my ihroali healed." 

"I shall never shine on ihe leim again," siid Milchell "I 
shall hire oul lor bleacher work. He who has successfully 
convePvcd wilh Aunl Mary need not fCai lo allack a Wagner 
Opcia single-handed." 

Jack did nol say anything. His hearl abs athirsl for Mis. 
RoiHcoll. 

She was back in her own librar>' Ihe nexl nighl, and he rushed 
Ihilher b' soon as his fiisl day^ labor was over. She was preltier 
and her eyes were sweeter and bnghler Ihan ccr as she lose lo 
meel him and held oul — firsi one hand, and then bolh. He look 
ihc one hand and Ihen the Iwo and the longing Ihal jxt'isessed 
him was so overwhelming ihat only his acule conslderalion For \!m\ 
all she was lo him hepi him from lahlng more yet 

"And Ihc week's over," she said, when she had dragged her 
fingers oul of ha and gone and nestled down ujnn Ihe divan, 
among Ihe pillows Ihal rivaled each olhcr in Iheirallcmpis to gel 
closer m her, "ihe weck% all ever and our aunl Is gone." 
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"Yc^." he said, rolling ha fBvorile chair up near To her iicir, 
"ill IS ovcriniil iveLl over." 

She smiled Bnul bir 'vim Led loo. 

"She mii'vl have cnjayed il." ^hesBid I ho ugbilful Ly. 

"Enjo>'ed il'~ ^Bid Jick. "Sbic won'f like Paridac incompBri- 

"And yoii'\e been a gnod boy," said Mis. Ranscoll. regirdEng 
him merrily. "You've played your pi 1 1 ivell " 

He n>&e Id hia feel and pul tiK hind la his lemple. 

"I aalulc my general," he &iid. "I was well [rimed m ihe 
maneuver.' 

"Il'i odd," 'iBid Mn Ros^coll ihoughlfully. "Il wb^ really 'rn 
■vlmplc We are only "omen afler all. "'helher lI is [ — or .^unl 
Mil J — or all Ihe rcvl o f I he worid We do so crave Ihe trtowLedge 
thai sameane cireii for us — for our houib — for our ple^iirCk. [I 
pan isn'l Ihc bonbons — H^ I hal someone troubled lo buy Ibic banboni 

becBUie bic Ihougbil I hal Ihey ■tould please jri." 

"Doesn'l i man hive Ihe 'kime reeling''" Jack B&ked "Il isn'l 
ihe lea we come lor — It's Ihe knowledge I hal ikDmeane bDllier<k H> 
make II ind sugar 1 1 lud creim il.~ 

"I WIS n't laughing." siidfihc. 

"I WBsn'l laughing ell her," ivaid he. 

"Bui il'iv I rue," she wen I on, "and I Ihlnk Ihe sniulionof many 
unhappy puzzles lies Ihere Don 'I forgel If you ever have a wjfc 
lo pay lolsarnienllDU lo her " 

"I always hive paid \alE of alleulian lo her, hiven'l l^~ he 
demanded. 

Mis. Rnivscol I shoo k her heid. 

"We won'l discuss Ihal," '>he said "We'll ivlick lo AunI Mary. 
AunI Mary is a rock whose rauitdBllDii is firm, when il comes 
lo yo ui reL bIIdhs iDwird ol her women — "she iilopped, sh rugg ing 
her&houFdeis, ind he undeislood 
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"BiLElE'^gDlnf Id come Dili ill rif tiEnohV, T'[ii^iirc."shcwi!nlDn 
i£[cr 1 minulc, "and I'm s\i gLnd — fu \cry gind — Ihsl Ibic ^hiucr 
L^i^ gjvfn In mc la right Ihc ismng [hal I wa^ Ehcciubcaf," 




"And mu' Lhi: fun'-h ill a\cr und I he 1.^0 ck bcgitti/shcsiid, 
kxtki ng down." 



He looked il her ind his eya almcsl burned, ihey wrre iko 
&lron| In iheirlt Dpiu^di^'rireKi fling lum^elfDl herTei!! and odoie 
heE goodnefhS ind sv,celnc^\ ind nocldlines^ and ikLkdom Irani 
ihil \ anl Qge-gTD u nd oT woiTiJijp 

Shechcked t hi lie hI the glance ind pur her hands Ingerherln 
her lap HiCh h quii:k cilchjng al self-eo n liul 

"And now Itie Svn\ all over and Lhe nocli begjns,~ bhc biid, 
Soaking down. 

"I km It Ihil." he i?iiicven1ed. 



LUII 
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She liflenl up her e>'Cv jnd looked bI him f^o icrj kindly And 
thfn — sCler i Lillle pBLl^e lo gun canunBitd ol ward and ihougbil 
&hf £jnke agsin, sLowl>' 

"Lialen," /it\c st\d. iHlp lime very soflly, bul vcij' beriou&l^' "I 
win I Id lell youuue Ibiiug ind I win I Id lell ll Id you nuw I had a 
good and sufficicnl rcB^on tat helping you oul wi'h Aunl Miry, 
bul — ' Sbic hesililcd 

"Bui?" he f^kcd 

"Bui ['\e no reaMjn al bII Tor helping your Aunl MiiyDul wllh 
you. unLciii yau prove worlhy dI her, and — " 

"And^" 

She looked al him. andshoDh her head iilighlly 

"I won'Isay 'andDf me," she '>t\6 finBLly 

"Why no I''" he i&ked, i slorm Df lem peiil uo u& Impabencc 
rigiug behind h^s llp^. 'IDa say ll," he ^eided. 
17371 "Nd, I cm 'I say il ll wouldn'l be nghl. I don'l mean ll, and so I 

wan'l ^By il 111 only lell you Ihil I can piDmise nolhin^ as Ihing^ 
are, and Ihal unices you gD al lilelrom noii'Dn wilh a Iremendous 
energy I neverikhill even dream of a povvible prDmising.' 

Hero&cio hia Teet and lowered abDveher, lall andslraighl and 
handsome and vcr>' grave 

"All righl," he i Bid simply. "I'll remember." 

Eveiu» much talerlhal evening he rose lo bid hergond-nighl. 

"Whjiever comes, yDu've been in ingel lo me," he said in Ihal 
hisly five second' ihal her hind was his 

"SJiiLl I ever regrel il""" she likenl, LDDking up lo his eyes. 

"Never," he de^.lBred carncvlly, "never, never. I can swear 
ihal, and I shall be able Lo sweu ihesame Ihing when I'm is chl 
Bs my .^unl Har>' " 

Mrs. Robscoll lowered her eyes. 

"Who could ask more''" she said 'vDflly. 

"I could," Slid Jack. — "bul I'll wail fiisl." 
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Chapter Nineteen - Aunt Mary's 
Return 



Joshua WB^ il ihc 'klBllon Id laecl his miJilrras, and Luclnda, fuJt 
la ihc bnm wilh i: u rii>sil}' , a il on the bschsr BlDnhccBccyall. 

AunI Marj quilled Ibic Iraln wllbi a dlgmly wbilcbi wbs ivuF- 
ficicnlly nvcrpairring lo counlcraci Ihc cffcci of her bnnnciS 
bcLng JiomcwhBl b"t>' She grcclcd JoihuB wllh b chill perfuin:- 
lanue-k'v Ihil wi^ iihIcm: cib b b Lr . i nd her glance glided cumpleleLy 
D\er Lucluda ind faded iwb>' In Ihe open CDunlr>' on ihe fujlhcr 
Aldeof her 

Lucindidid no I care L uci nda w bii o f i hardy slock and eIo nny 
glances ncilhcr benl nor broke her spinl 

"I'm glad lo sec jou come bBC Hooking ivD wcI L,~ she iiC reamed, 
when \ II II I Hary waiv In and I hey were off 

\uiil Mary raised her cjcbiDivs in a manner ihal Bp[>cared a 
Irifle indignanl. and riveLcd her gaze on Ihc hlndquarleis of Ihe 
hoise 

"I Ihoughl II wa^ more like heaven myself,' '>he \t\6 coldfy. 
"Nol Ihal yo ur Dpi n i4in malleis any lo rrie Lucinda." |ltl| 

Then zhe leaned forward and jvked Ihedrivci. 

"JiHhuiV' Ehesaid 

Joi^hiiB jumped In ha seal il Ihe aivperily of her [uke and her 
lone. 

"Whal 1'^ ll''~ heiiBid hBslily 

"Juik' ^ vian as negel home I wani you lo lake ihe saw — Ihal 
ItllFc, Eharp one, you know — and dock Billy's lail. Cul II off as 
close IS you can, do you hear?" 

"I hcai," WBE ihe 'klarlled answer. 
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"Did yiu Kavc Bgoad tune''" Lucindi JiicL thr Icmcrily Id Msk. 

iflcr 3 minulc 

"I gufii'k ] could if I Incd," live lady tejUted. "bul I'm loo Uicd 
lo Iry HDW." 

"Hdw did you Ichvc Mt. Jict?" 

"I couldn'l sliy fnrcvcr, could I""" aivkcd ihc IrBvclcr impa- 
UcnlLy. "I ihougbil IhBl a ivcck v,t' long enough for Ihc fitM lime, 
anyhow " 

Luc I nd 1 MI biiidcd and ihc r«il of Ihe dnvc was lakcu in silence. 
Wbicn Ihcy reached Ihc houivc Aiinl Mary cuvcLojxmI cvcrylhing 
in one glance of blended wcarincsiv, Hcorn mdconlcmpl, and I hen 
madeihorl work of gelling lo benl, where 'vhc'Icpl Ihe luMirioui 
I nd d re a roles.' ivlecpol Ihc iiujusl unlil I ale Ihal ifleruDDii 

"My, bul she's come hack a IcrrorV' Lucinda cned Id Joshua 
UBI In 1 high whisper when he bioiighl in Ihe Irunk "She looks like 

nDlhLn' was go in' lo be good enough for her from now dh." 

"Nolhm' ain'[ goin' m be good cnokigh for her,' siut Joshua 
calinly. 

"Whil arc wegoiu' lodo, ihen?" anked Lucinda 

"We'll hive enough Id do," ^aid Joshua, lh i lone lh»l wt^ 
jiorlemous in ihe exireme, and Ihen he pLiced Ihe Irunk in Lis 
proper posilion fur unpacking and went away, leaving Lucinda 
lo unpack il 

Aunl Mary awoke JusI as Ihe failhful servanl wis unrolling 
ihe green plaid waiM, and ihe inslanl Ihal shespLike il was plain 
Ihal her allilude lowanJ life in general was become ^IrangeL^ 
ind vigoio usi y ch inged, and ihal for Lucinda Ihe rack was lo be 
newly oiled and frcvhly racking. 

This allilude was nol in any degree allered by ihe une ^peeled 
arrival of \relhusa Ihal evening Sirangc laLes had reached 
Arclhusa''k eais, and \he had flown on Ihe wings of sleam and 
coal diEl lo see whal under Ihe sun il all meani Aunl Mary was 
nol one bil rejoiced lo sec her and ihe glaie which she direcled 
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Dvcr the edge ar ihc counlcrpinc bocf Ic^limony Id The IruLh or 
■bii'k slilf mcni. 

"Whilcvcr did yau come foi"~ she dfrnandfiH inhospilBbLy. 
"Lbcindadldn'l iiciid for jou, did 'vhc''" [!B| 

Arclhu'vi 'cmmo] Ihe bcvl lace Ihal i^he could duId her viiiiI, 
bill AunI Mar, li&lfnrd wllti an Inallcnlian Ihal was anything bul 
flallcnng. 

"I dan'l fcfl like lalkin' ovci my Inp," &hf Eiid, when ^hc 
saw her niece's lips cease lo move. "Of course I enjnyed myself 
becBU'ie I was wilh lack, bul as lo nhal wc did tn' ^Hid you 
couldn'l undeis land il alJ if I did Icll you, sa wtial^ Ihc use or 
bolhcnn'." 

'irelhu'vi LiKtkcd nciilr»l, calm and cunotrs Birf AunI Mary 
fnn^ncd and ivlhiok her bt'Ed 

"S'lung t:^ you're here, Ihongh. I snppD&c >ou miy is wfJI 
make yauiself useful,' she siid t few mlnulf& lalci "Came Id 
Ibink of II. Ihere'iv »n cirand I winl you lo do fnr mc I winl you 
lo go lo Boslan Ihc ver>' fits I Ihing lo-mormw mnming an' buy 
me Home collon.' 

^relhuivi ilarcd blankly 

"Well," 'iBid Ibc aunl. "If you can'l hear, you'd beller lake my 
ear-lrumpel »nd I'Ll iey il over »g am." 

"Whil kind of collon"" Arclbusa yclLcd. 

"NotsliKkni's.'" said AunI Miry, "Collon^ Collonl C-O-T-T- 
0-K[ 1 1 bejis Ibc DuH.b how deaf everyone is gellin', an' If I had 
yourcirs in parlicular. Arelhusa, I'd cerlainly hire » ^.»rJlcnle^ lo 
gel 11 'cm wllb a bi1-:^1alk iui'i II yon didn'l know as uell as I 
do how many slocking I've go L ilrcidy? I 'should Ibink you'd qui I |!;7| 
bein'so heedless, an' use your commonsense, anyhow I've lound 
commonsensc i very hindy Ihing in laLkin' ilways always " 

Arelhuiki launched herself full liLl inio Ihe ear-lrumpel 

"Whil — kind — of — oollon'" she asked in Ihil key of kolce 
uhKh makci ihe crowd pause in a panK. 

Auul Mary looked disgusled. 
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"The Bo'lun kiniJ," ivhc^BLd, nipping Tier flps- 

Arclhu'ki Luuk i nlouble hilch un bier larynx, Bnd Infd Bf aln 

"Dd jou mean thread''" 

AuTil M ary'iv dl^guivl ulccjieiiciJ visibly. 

"If ] mcanl silk I g:>a^ 1 "'ouLdn'l ay coIIdh I mighl jusl 
happen lo say 41 It. I've bcfn In Ibic hibil of saying 'Ak ivbicn I 
mfinlsiLh inilcolinn when I mcanl eollon for qui le a nnmberar 
ycaPv, and I might no I ha>e ehangenl lo-day — 1 m i^bil Juikl happen 
lo no! have 1 mighl t\at hive — maybe " 

Arclhuiki wilhered under IbiK blllcr iiony. 

"How many spools do you wanl""' ihe asked in a meek bul 
piereing howl. 

"I don'l oirc," siid AunI Miiy lofllly. "I don'l care how 
many — oi whatooktr — or whal number. I jml wiulsomeEasron 
i:atlon. ind I wani Id see you sell in' oul m gel 1 1 prelly pcomplly 
lo-mormw moroLng." 

"Bul il yon only wanl some collon." Amhusa yclleil. wilh a 
Fdicc ivhich seni cnmikOn waves all ovei hci. 'why can'l I gel il 
in ihevLllage""" 

AnnI Mary shal one toai: al her niece ind rhe laller Tell The 
CO ucu'vsion 

"Bee ause — I — winl — you — lo — gel — il — 1 n — BoivId n ." sbic 
&iid, fitling Itie breaks belweeu her words wilh a eo uce n Inled 
e&Eence of i^erbily su^h a\ even she had never displayed be- 
fore. "When 1 say a Ibung, [ mean il prelly generally Quile 
oflen — mosl always [ wanl Ihal eollon and il^ lo be bough I in 
Boslon There's a I rain ihalgoei in al seven- forly-five, and If you 
don'l favor ihe idea of ndln' on il you can lake the express Ihal 
goeii by al fii-five " 

Arelhuiva pressed her biandiv very li^hlly logelbier and ^.aJTled 
the dis^usiiion no Inrlticr She weni lo bed early and lose 
early ihe nc^l mcmlng and Joshua diove her In town Ic Itic 
■leven-lony-five 



chapter Wmclccn- Aujil Mary^ Rclum 169 

"ll docMi'l seem lo mc ChBl my auni is very *cfl." Ihc ^lc^.c 
Slid during Ihc dn\c "Wbial ulu yuu Ihink?" 

"I don'l ihtnk auylbiiug aboul hci," sud loshui wilh grral 

izandor. "If I wts la givf Id Ihiukin' I'd o' movsl du4 Id Chli:agi> 

in' bccnscilpLn' Tndiini lo-daj " [!B| 

"I wo ndcr I f I h al IriplDNcw VDrk wis good lor hcr?~ Arclhma 
WDndcrcd mildly 

Jo$hiiB Cll^ko] Billy wilh itif whip and refused Id voice any 
DpinlDn as Id New Yo rk's cffc^. I nn his miilrcss 

ArclJjusi w»i wcIL Dn her way lo Bnivlon when \unl Mary's 
bell, lUTig ii'ilh a stiarp jangle, summoned Luclnda lo open 
her bedroom blinds While LucLnda was leaning f ar duI and 
Hllempling lo cause said blinds lo ealch Dn ihe hDDks, which 
habilLially held Ihem bach agiinsi Itie side of ihe house tier 
mislress addressed her ivilh » suddeness which showed Ibial she 
had iwikened wllti her wi Is surprisingly well in hind. 

"Where's loshua? Es bie gol bi^k from Arelhusa'' Ani^werme, 
Liicinda." 

Lucindi drew heraelf in Ihrough the open window wilh an 
ilicrlly remarkable fDroneorheryeii^ 

"Yes he's back," she yelled 

\unl Mary looked a I her wilh a son ofiueertsed pa Hence 

"WelL, whal's he doin'? If he's back, ivbiere Is he? Lucinda, if 
you knew how hard ilis for mc lo kecpquiel you'd answer when 
I ashed ihings Why in Heaven's name dDn'l yon say siLlhin"' 
Anylhin"' \nylhlii' bul nolhin', Ihal is " 

"hle's mDwIn'." Lucinda shrieked |UD| 

"Scwin'i" exclaimed Auni Mary. "Whal's he sewln"" Where's 
hesewin"' Have yDU slopped doin' his darnin"'" 

Lucinda galbierenl brealh by compressing bier sides *ilh bier 
hands, and Ihen replied, direcliug tier voice righl inio ihe car- 
Immpcl: 

"He's mDwIn' Ihe back lawn " 

Anal Mary winced and shivered 
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"My hc»vcIl^. Lucliula'" sbic ciclaiincd, Tiharply. "T "'ish'! 
there W1& 3 schDol lo If Bch uuI'vIiIcfti ihc ll^c of an cir- Icumjiel. 
They CBn'l stem lo bil ihc inedium bclwrcn flltirr muinblin' or 
'^plillin' one's ci c d m ms " 

Lucindi waiv lna nnic bi o u I o f b rcil bi Ironi bicr cflorllo altrmpl 
my audible [vnllfucf. Her m islrciiv co n llnucd: 

"WeJt, you find him whcrrvcr he is, and IcLl him Id hirnsi^ up 
ihe buggy ind go lud gel Mr. Slcbblnik as quick bs ever he can. 
Hurry r 

Lucindi exiled u'llh a pro nipl il udc Itial TulfiHcd bH ihal tier 
lady'iv hcarl eould nl'ih She lound Joiihiia ii'hclliug his iieylhe 

"She "'anK Mc Slebbirts righl oiT," said Lircinda. 

"Then she'll gel Mr Slebbins nghl ofl." said loT,hua. And tic 
headed immedialeLy for Ibic barn 

Lucindi ran along beside tiim 1 1 did ^leein lo Lueirtdi as If m 
III CO mjiens alio n for bicr slavery lo AunI Mary she might hive had 

B sy m pil hizer In Joivhui 

"[ guess ivhc *Bnls li> change her *ifl." '^hcpanled, very much 
oulorbrealh 

"Then shc'JI change her will," ii\d Joikhui And as his ivlead^ 
gill <\BS much quicker Ihan [uor Lucirtda^ hailing amble, artd 
BTi he iviw no occasion lo alien I, ihc convcn^Kion belween Ihem 
di^lndled mio ivpi^e Ihcn and Ihere. 

Hair an hi>ur laler Billy weni oul oT ihe dnve il t swinging 
]kHce and an hour ifler Ihil Mr. Slebbirts waiv broughl caplive Id 
AunI Mary's Ihione 

She welcomed him cordiilLy; Luclnda ^a^ promplly locked 
Dul, and Ihen ihe old lidy ind her lawyer zjieni a mDmenloii'i 
hour logelher Mi Slebbins was laken inio his clienl^ fullcsl 
confidence, he was regaled wilh enough Df Ihc week's hKlor^' Id 
gues' Ihc resl; artd he Foresaw Ihe oulcome as he had foreseen il 
Irom Ihe momenl of Ihe ruplure 

AunI Muy wis very sirtccre in owning up lo her own pasi 
crn>rs 
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"I midc 3 bif inl&lakf sboul ihf lifr ihal bny wb'i Iciil i n',' sbir 
■viid in I he coui^c ol Ihcconicisalion. "He Kji>t mc cvcr>'*hcrc 
where he was 1 n Ihehibilofgain', i n' iiif f b r f jdhi Im bei n' wic ked, 
I never enjayciil myself so rriiicbiin my life. There iinl nu harm in |2I?| 
havLu' lun, in' lI duescoiil a Id I i>f mu ney lean undersland il ill 
now, an' a^ I'm a ^rcal believer in iellin' "'ron^ righl whenever 
you can, I wani lack pul n^hl In my will nghlaff. I wani — " and 
Ihen were unfolded Ihegloriims [xjs^i b i li lleji of I he Tulure for her 
youngc^l, pelled nephew hie was nol only lo be reiniilaled In I he 
will, bul he WBi Id reign supreme. The olher four children were 
Id be nch — veiy nch, — bul Jick was Id be the heir 

Mr Slebbinn was well pleaded, lie was verj' fondoTJaek and 
had always been pirlieulirly pilieni wilh him on ihal aceouni 
He fell Ihal Ihis was i pcisonil reward of meni, for II eannal be 
denied Ihal Jaek had eerlalnly CBbhed \ety Lirge checks on the 
bank or hl^ forbearance 

When ill WIS finished, and Jpshui and Lucinda had been 
called in and had duly allixed Iheir signilures lo Ihe Imporlanl 
documeni Iho buf^y was bioughl Id ihe door again and Mr. 
Slebblns slepped In and allDwed him^elT lo be replaced where 
Ihey had laken him TiDm 

Joshua returned ilone 

"There, whal did I lell you'" said Lncinda. who wis walling 
for him behind Ihe wood-hcu&e, — ~£he did wanI Id change her 
will " 

"Well she changed il.didn'l she?" siid Joshua. |JJ]| 

"I ^uess she winls lo give him all she's gol, since dial week in 
New YDrh," siid Lucindi 

"Then she'll give him all she's gal," said Joshua 

Lucindi's eyes grew big 

"An' she'll give il lo you. Ii>d, if you don'l look oul and slay 
where you can hear her bell if she rings II," JDshua added, wilh 
his usual frinkness, and Ihen he whipped up Billy and drove on 
la iJie bam. 
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Arcrhu'va relumed lile in Che Hrieriuion, very warm, very 
wlJred \unl Mary looked ovfc I hfcollDU purchi'ke, anddfigncd 
lo approve. 

"Bui, my heavens, ArfThu&i," she CHclilmed i mmril] aleL^ 
BrieruBcds. ~lf >DU biail any Idea Iioii' dirly and diiM> and 
Bllogelher aivCul you da laok, you wouldn'l be ib\e Id gel lo^ioap 
ind WBlcrfaiil enough.' 

Al ihil poo r Arelhusa sighenl, and, gBlhenn^ up her Iiil, and 
ha I- pi nil, Bnd veil. Bud gLovrs, and purae. ind h andhr cc hief , went 
Hway Id WH&h. 



IIUI 



Chapter Twenty - Jack's Joy 



Aboul Ihe fiislof 3uly many agreeable things happened. 

One AB^ IhaL Air Slrbbins fnunul iL advliviblf lo addmz 
H uliscrccl Idler Li> John Walkins, Ir , Dcnhim, conveying Ibie 
inrucmBllon Ibiil allhougbi bic musi nol CDunl unduly ujun Ibic 
fuluic &IIJI, \f he behaved himivflr, he migtiL wllti safely allow 
his expend I lures lo mouul upuaid monlhl>' lo 1 cerlaiu limiL 
TbiLiv was I he "'ay in "'hieh AunI Mary salved her cnnivc icnce and 
sived her pndf all al once 

"I dan'l wint hi in la Ihink Ihal 1 don'l mean things when I say 
'em," zhe had ^.arefuLl>■ explained lo Mr. Slcbbins. "bul I cin'l 
bear lo IhLnk ihal Iherc^'' inybody in Wew York wllhoul money 
enough lo have agiKid lime Ihere." 

Mr Slebbln^ hid madiz 1 uoleoflhi: ivum ivhich Ihe illowiucc 
wts lo compass and hid promised lo wrile ihe leller al once 

"Whil did >'cu do ihe laul lime yaa were m the ctl^^" AunI 
Mtrf asked 

"I ivaiv much cccupird wilh busiues'v,' said Ihe liwyer, "bul I |U5| 
round lime lo vmllhr MeHopolilan Muiieum of An and — ' 

"Good gracious^' exclaimed AunI Mary, "who was lj+:in' you 
'nnund' I never had a second for any museums or iris — you 
oughl lo have seen a vaudeville, or Ihal gondola place' I wis 
femed iround Four limes and the music lisled all Ihrough " She 
slopped lEid reflecled. "I guess you can mike ihal money a 
hundred a monlh more " she siid ilowly "[ don'l wanlihe boy » 
ever feel slinledor hive lo run indebl " 

Mr Slebblns smiled, lud ihe resull wis Ihal Jack began lo pay 
up [he bllbs for his aunt's enlecliinmeni very much more rapidly 
ihan he had anlkipaled doing. 
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Anolhcr plca^anl ihing wai ihal a week or so larcr — very 
icxm afler Mpv. RosicoH biid given up her lo*ii biuusc and 
relumed la ihe praleclian of the parrnlil 'klale-lllrs — EumeLI'' 
Tilhei, a pcpfvrf bul jovial old geulLemin |we ati know the 
kiiufi, iuddenLy asked ivbiy Hob never came biome any more. 
TbiLiv aclLouon IhepBcloflhe headoflbie hQU'vC bein^ liu lamo unl 
lo Ihe 1:0 mpleles I fos^ible fo rf 1 v euess ind o b I Iv la ua nes^i of Itie 
pisl, Eurnell'smolher. of whom Ihe [nqu 1 ry h ad been mide, *epl 
leirs of 'vlin.ereil joy and wrolc lo Ihe j'oun^e'vl ol her Clock Id 
relum Id Ihe anceiilral loLd juM h:^ i^odii a;i he posiiibly could He 
mm came, ind ie t re&ull, 1 forlnlghl liter Jack came, and MiKhell 

came, and Clover came. Mr^. Roe9:dII, ie we have prci'iousl^ 
■vlaled. waiv already Ihcre and so were Maude Lome and a grcal 
many olhePv. Same of Ihe iilhetJi were prelly girl' iiid Humcll 
and IWDorhiE fnendik Fuund p]enl>' lo amuse I hem, bulEumell's 
deareEl fneml, hiE boEom fncnd. Hie FlduE AchalCk, IDuiid m 
one Id amuse him because he was m earnesl, and had eye:^ for 
hd femmiue pcelllnes'i, his sighl being dazzled b^ ihe radiance 
of one ^urpa^ivlng lovel lueii:^ He had worked Iremertdou'vly hard 
ihc firsl monlh of dally labonng, and fell hedcEen'ed a reward. 
Be 1 1 said fur Jack Ihal Ihc reward of which Aiml Mtrf had Ihc 
beslowing CDimled for very lillle wllh him excepi In lis relalLon 
Id Ihefar Tulure. The real goal which he wasElnving iDward, Ihc 
real laurels Ihal he craved — Ah' ihey Lay in a no Iher direction 

Middle July is a lovely lime lo gel off among Ihe Irees artd 
grass, and lie around in while flannels or while m us I lniv, j uivl as 
Ihe case may be ]l was loo warm lo do much else Ihan ihal. artd 
Heaven knowE khiE Jack desired rtolhing beller, as long as his 
goddess Em I led ufcn him. 

Ll was curious aboul hiiv goddess She seemed lo gnnw more 

beauliful every lime Ihal he saw her. Pcrhajis il was her n alive 

174 TJ iir Ihal gave her ihal charming Hush perhaps il was Ihe joy of 

bemg al home again; perhaps II was — rto, he didn'l dare Id hope 

ihal Nol yel Not even wklh ill Ihal '>he had done lor him fresh 
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In hlik mcmDry Tbic humilily of Itue love wiik so hr Hvy an his 
hcan Ibial ha \e'y dreams ivcrc dulLciil i^llbi ho pclc^snnis , Ibic 
majonly or [htm seeming mo vividly d>'ed in Paradise huen IDr 
ihei c f u^fi I Imcnl m dail^ Fife lo ever apjx^ar jus'vlblc. Bui 'vliLl bic 
WIS \erf. icrj biappy lo be Ibicre wiLbi her — hc^idi: her — and li> 
hear her voLce and look Lnio hercye^ whenever Lhi! IroubLesomc 
"Dlhcr people" would leive ihem alone lagclbicr \nd she did 
icem happy, loo And so rejoiced Ibial Ihc iLde of Aunl Mary's 
wralh had been s uccesivful I y lurned. And ■>[> rejoiced Ibial bic w»' 
Hi wort, even in Ihe face of her hones as lo his college career. 
And also so rejoiced lo lake up Ihe ga^'. eareless ItiFead of Iheir 
muluBl pleaivure again. 

The morning afler ihe gilhcnng of ihe parly was Salurday 
and an ideal day — Ihal son of Ideal day when hou've parlies 
naluraLly sifl inlo pairs and Ihen lade away allogelher The 
counlry ^unoimding our parlieular parly waik denively u'ooded 
and nnl a1 all 'vellled, Ihe u'ood^ were laid oul in a Taseinaling 
ayslem of walks and benches "'hich in no case commanded views 
of one anolher, and Ihe shade oveihcad was ihe shade of July 
and as ptopillDUE Eo rcsl fi il ivas lo mollon Milchell Eook a |3l?i 
girl in gray and Iwo sels of golf clubs and slarled nul In ihe 
opposile direcllon from Ihe links. Clover look a girl In green 
and a camera and vieni anolher way, Bnmell look a girl in a 
riding habil and Iwo saddle hoise'v and followed ihe ho ises' noives 
whilher lhe>' led, and Jack — Jack smoked cigarelles on ihe piazza 
and walled — wailed 

Mi\ Rosivcoll came oul afler a while and asked him why he 
didn'l go lo walk also 

"Juikl whil I was Ihinking a\ Id ^'ourseff,' he s aid . very bnlcTty 
IS lo voice, and very beseechingly as lo eyes 

"Oh I'm so busy," sheila id, laughing up inlo his eyen and ihen 
laughing down al ihe ground — "you ^ee I'm Ihe onl^' mamed 
dau^hler lo help mamma.' 

"Bui you've been helping all ihe morning," he complained. 
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"Bnd bfivliHes biuw can yau help? One woulil iKluk Ihil your 
imilher lya^ beiling egg^ or turning niBHrc^iizs " 

"I have Id work haidr r Ihin Ihil," said Mn. Roy^coll. ~l hsvc 
lo make jieople know one Bnolhcr End lite one another and nol 
bII wsnl lo mike love Id ihe same girl " 

"You can'l help Ibicir bII ivanling Id mike love lo Ihe ■viinc 
girl," said Jick, "Ihe more you Iry Idcdhviocc Ibcm ol ihelrfolLj 
Hm the deeper in love Ihe^' ai? bound lo fall I'm in illu&lraliDn or 

thai myself " 

Mis. Rds&cdII laahed ■< him iheu ind curved her mouEh 
awcclly. 

"¥du da £ay ^uch prelly ihings," she ^iid. "I dan'l see how 
you've teamed sa much In £□ linle Hme. Why, General JIggs 
in Ihere K ihrec limes >'our age artd he langlcs buni'ieLf iwlulLj 
when he Incv lo beswecl " 

"Perbiajis his phj^iclin has recommended gymnislici," &i>d 
Imck 

"Pertiaj>k,~ !iaid Mrs RdviCdII liughing, and Itieu \he lurned 
BTi if lo go in. 

"Oh don'l," iviid her lover, barring Ihe wiy wilh greal iiud- 
dcnncss, "you really muiln'l, you know I've been palieni fDrivD 
long artd been good far so lang artd I musi be rewarded — I reilly 
musl. [>o come oul wilJi me 'vDmeiv bicre — anywhere — fDranly a 
haLf-hour. — please ' 

She Looked a1 him 

"Wdu'I Maude do ^" she likcd. 

"Nd, she won't," he said benealh his brealh, "whaleierdo you 
■vuggcsl such 1 Ibiing for"" You make me ready lo IciL you la your 
face Ihal you ivanl lo go as bid is I wani you la go, bul I &hin'l 
\iy so becauie [ know Ido much." 

"¥du da know a lot, don'l ^ou^'siidshe, wilh an exprciSLon 

IIMI] of greal ccvpecl, "why, ir yau were lo dare lo hint lo me ihat 

I ivanled lo ga out wilh you rrulcad af slaying in and lalking 
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RcmbrBndl wllbi Mr Hiirlcy, I'd never forgive you Ibic longcsl 
day I live." 

"I knan you WDuldn'l," &iid bie, "and yaii mi> be quilc £uic 
ihal I shall not say ll. On Ihe conlracy I iihall meicLy lEuplore yau 
"D foigcl your own pleasure i n coitlderal [i>n of mine " 

"T really Qughl Id demote I he maming lo Mr Morley/shesitd 
mcdililLvely; 'jl'ikSiich an tianor hl^ coming herr.you know " 

"A lllllebilDf a whiskered monkey," said J B^h in great disguM, 
"in komr, IndecdV 

"He's a very greal min." ^aid Mjh. Ro^scoH "every son of 
inslLlullon biaiv given him a few lellers Ld pul iller his nime, and 
bome hue given bilm ivhoJe syllables." 

"You musi gel a ^Iraw hal, you know, or i&un-shadc, ll will 
be biDl in biall an hour " 

"Cih.] couldn'Islay okiL hiJf an haur; Tiflecn mlnuICk wouJd be 
Ibc longesl." 

"AlL nghl, fiflcen minulcs, then, but do hurry." 

"I didn'l iviy Ihal I would ^i>," she s a Ld, opening her cyeji "and 
yer I feel myscll gone." She laughetl Lighlly. 

"Dd hunji," he pleided frcshl>'. "oh, I am fio hungry lo — " 

She disappeared wllhln doors tnd five minules liler ^imc |7SI| 
back wUhoncoflho'vC charming floppy English garden hals, lied 
wllh 1 m us I In bow bencalh her dimpled chin. 

"This IS so good o f jne,' s he s I id, aslhey wenldown Ihesleps. 

"Very good, heavenly good," said Jick; and Ihcn nci Ihc r spxj ke 
again unlil ihey had cios'ied Ihe Tliliin ^aiden and entered Ihe 
American wood She looked Inlo his eyes Ihcn and smiled 
half-ikhyly and hi I f-piov oki ngly. 

"¥ou are such i baby," she said, "such i baby' Oj isk me 
why and I'll lei I you half adojen whys, fd Love lo." 

The palh was Ihe 'vmoolhesl and shadicsl of foresl palhs Ihe 
ho u r w as I he 'vweelcsl andsunmcslof ivummcr houis, ihe momeni 
WIS Ihebnghlcil and happiesl ol ill Ihe momenis which I hey had 
known logelher — uplo now. 
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"Do Icll mc," he iviid, "I'm "'iLd lo knDU' " 

Mc leak her biaud ind laid ll on hia icm. Far Ibial lilllc while 
she wiE ccrliinly his uid hi£ alone, lud no man hid i bcllcr 
[:liim la her. 'Go an and If II mc,~ hcicppalal 

"Thf re IE o HIT bigrcaiiaii andlhcrr arcloQof li lilt oncE. Which 
wllL you have fiiM""" 

"The hlllconcv, ptcane." 

"Then, listen, ^lou iec like i baby because you arc iinpallciil, 
[1H| because you arc sjulIi, because when you wanl anylhing you 

Ihink ihal yoii mu'il have il, and because you like lo be walked 
wllh." 

"Ace iboEC ihc llllle reaivons," he ivaid when \he pauiked. "and 
what's ihe big one""" 

"The big one," ivhe i a id slowly, "Oh. I'm afraid Ihal you "'on'l 
like the big one V 

"Perhaj>v il will be all [he bclleT foT mc If Idoji'l,' he laughed, 
"hi any rale [ beg and pray and plead lo know il " 

"Whal a dear boy!" she laughed "If you wani lo know a^ 
bidly ti Ihal, I'd have lo lell yoii anyhow, whclher I ivauled loor 
not. IKe becauEcl'ni i^o much ihcoldebl " 

"Oh!" ivaid Jack, much disappoinled "Is ihal why"*" 

"And Ihen loo," ihe con iLnue^l , "you Hcem even younger 
bee lUEe o r your bei ng so unsuphi'vlicalcd " 

"So I am uniiiphis ILC aled, am 1"^ he asked gnmly 

"Yes." 'he 'Bid nodding, "al leaivl you impress mesa " 

"I'm gladol ihal." he said afler a lillle pause. 

She looked up quickly. 

"Truly ^" 

" Yes, 1 ndeed." 

"Oh," ivhe laughed, "if you say ihil, ihen T shall know ihal you 
IliJ] arc lejvi unsophis Healed Ihan [ Ihoughl you ivcrc " 

"Why HO?" he asked ivurpnsed 

"Doni you know that meek, mild men always try to insinuate 
ihallhey are icgul ar fl rc-c a leis, and>ke versa? Well, It's so — and 
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ll's so every lime There vts once a mBn who wbii ki^'klii^ me. 

Bnd he drew m>' biandiv up an>uiiiJ his neck In 'ucbi i ^.lcve^, 
gcnilc wiy Ihil I w^iv sbsolulcLy jq^IIlvc Ihsl he hid had no end 
of pricli^e dealing iniis up in Ibiil viay and E ju&l couLdu'L help 
siying: 'Obi, hnv^ mmy "■omen yuu muiil hue kiiivcdT Whil da 
you Ihink he ansiicrcd"^ — mcrel>' smiled and '>tid: 'Nol ivD many 
MS you Eni^bil imigine.' Kc showed how much he knew by ihc 
wiy he iJiswered, for oh! he Kad. 1 found Ihiloul anerwacds " 
"Whildld >'ou do Ihen""" he asked, frowning "Cul him?" 

"Np. I niBrncd him Why, of cnuPvC I was going lo marry 
him when he kisi^ed me, or I wouldn't have lei bum klvv me. I>o 
you supfiGse 1 lei men ka\i me as a general Ibiing'' What iTe you 
Ihfnkingof?" 

"T w»^ IhinkLng of ycu," he said. "It's a hoiTLble habll I've 
fallen lulo Lalely Eul, never mind, keep on lalklug " 

"I don'l rcmem ber w h al I iv aiv s aymg, " sbie said "Oh, yci, I do 
loo. Aboul men, about good and bad men. Now, even If I dldn'l 
know how much I fo ub ie ^'o u'd mide in Ihe world . I'd d i > lue il ill [Z.'UI 
ibie inslaul Ihal you were willing lo idmil being unsopbiisli^iled. 
People »l ways crave lo be Ihc opjicvl le o f w h al Ihey are, Ibiednig 
shop'kCDuldn'l&ell any peroxide of h>'drageii if Ihal wasn't sa~ 

bie laughed and Corgol his previous vexaHon. 

"Now, look Hlmc'ikheconlinued "Oh, Ididn'l mean really — I 
mean figura lively, bul nevermind Now, I'm nothing bul a bubble 
and a loy, and I icbie lo be considered a philo'vopher Oon'l you 
remember my lei I lug you wbial a phiioMipher I wis, Ihe very firsl 
conversilkon ihil weever had logel bicT'' I do try so biird In delude 
myself inlo Ihluking I am one, ihal mmr days E'm almosi sure 
Ibial I reilly am one Lasl nighl. To r In'il artce, [ was Ihinking how 
nice 1 1 would be for my Cousin Maude Id marry you " 

"Yegodfii" criedJack 

"She's so very rich," Mrs. Rosscoll pursued cilnil>' "and you 

know the liw of heredily is in eslablished scienlific fad now. 



ISO The R cj uvcn I IId ri of Aujil Marj 

ikD yoii could r^cl quICf ivifc aiv lo hcc no^ic skipping ihe next 
gcncrBllon " 

lack vny lunlibly ainu'vcd 

"It's nol Hnylhing Id laugh aver." hi^i campaniou conlinunl 
gravc1>' "ll'^ ^omclhing lo ponder and pray over If 1 were 
|2U| Miudc I sbioulil be on m^' kriee:^ about il mo^lof Ihe llmf.' 

"NolbiLug can Kelp her mw," i^iid Jick. "Hei parrnb hive 
becji aitd gone aitd done il, ie far a?i /it\c\ concerned, fajc\er. 
Pri>'er WDu'l cbiange her nose, although age may biDadcu lI sIIIL 
more." 

"DdhI you believe lhi[ nDlbimg cm help bier now. A good- 
loakiug huivbind could help Ker loQ I've seen homelier girl^ 
Itian ivhc go juivl everywhere — on accounl nf Ibicir biuiibandiv, you 
know. Tbial was where m>' pbiiloiophy ciinc in " 

"I'd qui le forgo lien your ph i In'vophy "He Imghed igalii ab tie 
Apoke "I muikl apologize Pleiive lell me more aboul H " 

She liugbicd, loo 

"I'm going lo You sec, I waiv lying Itiere, looking oul al itie 
moon, and Itiinking how nice lI would be lor MaucLe lo marry 
you " 

"Did youcon^iderme il all^" he inlerpi>sed. 

"Tiow you inlenupiV she declared, lh OM-ivpe rallo n "You 
never lei me finuiti." 

"I am dumb.' 

"Well, I thought how mce il would be lor Maude lo many 
you You'd have i biron for a papa-in-la"'. and an helresi lo 
bitince AunI Miry wilh ir>'ou weni lulo cou'iumpllon and had 
lo relreil lo Anzoni for a lerm of years Ihe climale could nol 
ruin her compleiLon as lI would m — mo'l peopled. And she'^ 
■lO re»d>' lo h»\e you ihal lI's ilmoivl palhelic. [ can'l Imagine 
|U4| anylhing more awful Ihan lo be as ready lo marry a man who 

lE'nl al il I dc'virou'i o r lio do Ing . 11 Maude 1^ o f m irry m^ >'o u Bui 
if you would only Ihink a haul tl I Ihoughl and Ihoughl iboul il 
lasl nig hi and I he longer I Ihoughl the more il seemed llkenuch a 
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nice Bmngcmcnr ilF anjund; Bnd Ihcn — all of t i^uililcn — do you 
know I bcgBn In runnier il [ waii phi Li>so phcr enough lo enjoy 
being m al ro n-(j f- honor lo Mi tide and really — " 

"Al the wedcTmg I coutd have hisicd yaii'' he exclaimed, 
and !iuddenl>' ^ubivlded al ihc lock wilh which she withered hl^ 
boldncui 

"And really I whsu'I allogelhersure, and I hen, Il occurred lo 
me ihal nolhingon Ihc faccof Ihe earl h would ever jiersuade you 

10 marry Maude And I sa"' my caid CBilLc go ^mishlng dnwn, 
and Ihen [ saiv Ihal J reilLj ami phi Loirfiphc r. afler all, for — fori 
didn'l mind a bll'" 

Jack Ihrcw hK head back and roared. 

"Oh " he 'Bid aller 1 minule "you arc so rcfreiihing. Von ruffle 
me upjuM logivc me Ihejoy of 4moolhingmedo"'n,don'l you""" 

"I do i*hal [ can lo amu^ke you." she i^aid, demurely "You 
are my falherli guei^l and my brolhei^ fncnd, and so I oughl 
Id — oughln'l H" 

"Yes." he said. "[ hive i l"o-foLd cLiim on you If you Look al 

11 iJiHl nay and sume day I mean In go lu woik arid unfuLd sllll 
lEmlheE." |U7| 

They hid come lo h dellghlful llllle nook where ihe Trees 
sighed genlly "Sll down," and Iheic seemed lo be no idequile 
rea-ikCn lor refusing Ihe invililion. 

"Lei's rc^l, I know you're lired," ihe young man i^iid genlly, 
iruE ihe nexl minule found ht'> companion down upon Ihe sofl 
gras^, her back igalnivl a Iwlsled Iree-iool and her hind^ aboul 
her knees 

He ihrew himself down beiiide her ind Ihe hw^h and ihe 'vi>ng 
of mid-summer were all iboullhem. filling Ihe air, ind Iheireiis, 
and Iheir heaMiv ill b I once. 

Presenlly helook her hind upoulof Ihe grass where iKfingcri 
had wandered lo hide Ihem^elve^, and kl'ivcd il She looked al 
him reprovingly when 1 1 was loo I ale, and ivhook her head. 

"Such a ItlllconcI'' he said. 
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"I ciir ]l 1 prcriy big nnc," she answered 

"I mcHn Ihc biand — no I Ihc kiiiS," bicsaid smiling. 

"¥du rcilly iic so pbilivlici If d , " \he lold him. "Only fancy rr 
you had rcvciscd ihosc nounsi" 

"1 know." bic iviid, "bul I've killed hands before You sec, I'm 
mare lalenlenl Ihin you Ihink " 

"Donl be silly." iihe i^aid ikmillng "I rcilly im beginning Id 
HHI think vciy well of you. Voudan'l winl mcloccasf lo.du you''" 

"Why da "omcn alwayv say 'Don'l be ■villy"'" he queried 'I 
^l&h I could lind one who wanted lo be \erf original and ikO 
Slid, 'Oo be ill I ly' . J usl tOi a chinge.' 

"Dear me. If women were lo beg men la be silly what would 
happen'^" Mn RosicoH exclaimed "The m»jonly are so very 
fooliivh wilhoul »ny ijiccial egging pn " 

"Bul ll iivso dreadfully llmc-wom — ihal one phnse." 

"Oh, if ll comes lo ociginalily," '>he answered, "men are nal 
original, eilher Whenever Ihcj lie down in Ibic 'hade ihcj 
always begin Id lalh nDitscnse You reClecl a bil iiid 'ce if Ihal 
isn'l Invariably sd." 

"Bnl nDitsfnse n such fun lo lalk In Itic shade." he said, 
spreading hec fingers oul upon his Dwn biDid palm "So many 
Ihings ireso ncxi Id heavenly in Ihc shade." 

"Yon oughl nal Id hold my hand " 

"I know ll." 

"I am aslDni'hc^l Ihal you do no I rem em ber yo u r AunI Mary's 
lcn.hlng you bcllcr " 

"She never forbide my holding your hand.' 

"Suprose anyone should come suddenly down I he palh''" 

"They would see us and lum and go biek " 
|Ji*| "To lell ever>one — ' 

"Whif" 

"A he " 

Jack laughed, folded her hand hard in his, and drew him'ielf 
IniD I SI [ling pDslure beside her knee. 
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"Now, don'l be ■vIlLj," she ssid with cirncsC anxicly ~l wonT 
have ll ]f^ pulling faLikf Idciik in your hr ad, brcauikf I'm rcilly 
only ptaying, you know " 

"The ihanloiv of lo>c." he siiggcvlcd. 

"Quilc SD." 

"Ami if — ~ He lemed qiillc near. 

"No I by any mcaIl^." sbic exclaimed, springing quit Hy Id her 
feet "Conic — [:ame^ ll^quiEe lime thai wc were gQing bach lo 
ihc hou'ic " 

"Why muM "c?" he rcmo nMraled. 

"Ydu know *hy." sheiiid. "Il!i lime wc were bei ng scitlb Ic. 
When t mangeK a^ near is you arr, I prefer Id bcenffne'iiiiSe. 
And don'l lei us be foolish any longer, either Lei m^ be cool and 
worldly. Hoiv much mone>' biaiv your aunl, inyhow""" 

iiiV. had ci'vcn, loo 

"Whil impcnincnce!"' he ej acul aled. 

"No I al all." ihe^iaid "Hiude hi-ivso much money of her own 
Ihal r ask m a wholly disinlercvled spinl " 

"She's very nch," i^aid Jack. "Eul \.f youc spinl ks eo ctislnlcr- lUQI 
esled, whildo you win I lo know for^" 

"ThiE Ie I world o Teh a nee. and I he main chance m a woman's 
case IE alimony; zo i\.\ ilways nice lo know how lo figure il " 

"ll'ik 1 Elim chance far your ccuEin,' siid Jack "Oc lell her 
Ihal I E ltd so." 

"No, I shani," said ihe perveiscLy. "I won'l be a gc-helween 
for you and her Besides is lo Ihal iLlmony, Ihcre arc more 
heLresikCE ihan Maude in our family." 

"¥e&,"saict he; "I know ihil. Bull know, loc, Ihal Ihcre iscne 
among ihem who need never figure on gelling any iLlmcny citl 
of mc. If I ever gel Ihe iron grasp of Ihc law on ihal heircfv, I 
can HEikUrc >'ou Ihal only hec dealh or mine will ever looi^en He 
fangs " 

"How flen'c you irei' Eitd Mis. Rosscoll "Why do >'ou gel 
&D worked up^" 
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"Oh." he nclHimol, ii'ilh soinclhlug ippraaching a groan. 'I 
don'l mcBn Ip be — bul I do care ivo much! And 'vomcli m Cv — " 
he ciuf hi t\ci quickly' in Ki'^ amiE, dicw her nilhin IhcimliDng 
cmbrBCf, snd kibsrd her pasiiio nalcly ujxtn Ihe lipiv Ihil biail bcfn 
lanlalizluf him forfivr inlccnilnablc inomh?! 
ITAII He was almost rrighlrued Ihc nfM&ccDiiil by horslllknfBS. 

"Ddu'I be angry," he pleaded. 

"I'm nol," Bhc m ur mured, res ling very quiclly ivnh her cheek 
igainil hm hear! "Bul you'll hi\e lo many me now. My oJhcr 
hu'iband did, you know " 

"Marry >ou'" he exclaimed. "NeM week? To- morrow^ This 
iflemoon^ Vou necdonl^' Biy ivhen — " 

"Oh nol far years and years "shciBid. [nlenupling him "You 
musln'l drcim of such a Ihing for yean and jearsV 

"For^'eaPk ind yetn'" he cried in aslunLkhmenl. 

"That's whal I 'kaid,'she lold him 

tie released her In hl^ surprise and ivlared haid at her. And 
Ibien he seized her again and kissed bier ivDundl^' 

"You don 'I mean \I'." hedcLlared 

"I da mean ll'" she declared. 

And ihen she iktiDDk her head in a vciy siveel bul painfully 
resolute manner. 

"I won! be called a crad le- ro b ber, ~ she ^aid, firmly; and al 
ihal her CO m pan lo n swo re mildly bul rer^cnlly. 

"You're so young," 'khe said furlhei. 'and nol a bil settled, ~ 
\he added 

"Bul you're yaung, loo," he reminded hci. 
I1&TI "I'm older I h an yau a re,' she said. 

"I suppose thai you aren'l any more settled than I am, and 
ihat^ why you hesitale." he said grimly. 

"Now Ihal's unwonbiy of you," she cnenl, "and I ha^e a good 
mind — ~ 

BiLl ihc direful words were never spoken, for she wis m 
his arms again — chue In his arms; and, is he kibsed her with 
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B ilcLlclnu'k !ic[i?i Blio n iFial il whs iH [do goad Id be Inir bic 
whiiijieFnl, laughing: 

"1 1 1 w ays mcaul Id Lnrd Llovfimy wife, so I'll begin by raying: 
Tiivc 1 1 your own way, as long is 1 hive you.'" 

Mn Rosscoll laid bierchcrh back igalu'vl hl'i coil lajiel, and 
lookfil up lulo hliv eyes wilb Ihc swcclsil smi I e Ihil rvcn he bad 
evei\eett upon even her face. 

"Hi ■ bargain," she murmured. 



[JfnJI 



Chapter Twenty-One - The Peace 
and Quiet of the Country 



Along En ihc bcglun i ng of Ibif fall AunI Miry bfgin nuddfiil^' Id 
grow vfi) fcfbic Litdrcd. AUcc Ihe fii&l wrck ai Iwa il becimc 
Bpparcnl Ibial she would biivc lo be quLCI ind very prudcnl far 
Mime lime, inul il iv as when Ihl' Info i m »l Lon was imparlciLl lo her 
Itial Itir family dif ovcml Ihal '>he had been inlcndlug lo go Id 
Ucw YDrl: for ihc liDisc-ShDW. 

"She's iwful mad," Lucinda ^aid lo iDshui. "Thr dDclar \ty^ 
■ihc'Ll have lo ^l»y in bed " 

"She "on'l ivlBy lh bed Long," '>t\6 Joshua 

"The dDcHir Eiyb If she dDn'l i^lay in bed Ehe'Ll die,' Eiid 
Lucinda. 

"She won 'I die,' said JoikhiiH 

Lucindi looked al Joshua and fell a keen desire Id Ihrow tier 
flalicDn al him The world alwi>':^ Ihlnk:^ Ihil Ihe Lucindas have 
no feeling:^; Ihe woiLd never knDws baw near ihe flalininE come 
lo IhelD^huBE of leu and ollen 

ArelJiusi eime for Iwo dtyi and looked ihe sllrraliDn well 
over. 
|7A4| "I ihinh I won'lElay^'EheEBid Id Luc i ndi , ~bul yDU muEl write 

me Iwice a week and I'll wnle Iheolhets " 

Then ArelhuiiB departed and Lucinda remained alone Id eu- 
pcnnlend things and be s u peri n lendcd by AunI Mtrf 

AunI Mtrf\ supennlendence wiied eMremely vigDnius bL- 
mDEl II Dnce She had nul her wciling desk, and wcole lack a 
leller, as a CDnsequence of which everjlhin^ published In Mew 
York WHS milled [d his aunl aiv ivDDn is lI wis off ihe pre^'ves. 
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Luclnda wis scl reading iloud Biid, cx^-cyA ivbiim Ihc mill cimc, 
W1& hscdly BllDwed Id hsll for food and ivlcrp 

"My hf Bvciiik above." said tbc EJavr Id Jonhua, "il dDn'l 'vfcm 
like I cin kvc wilh her'" 

"Ydu'LI Ilvc wilh her," said Ji>sKua 

"ll'ik mDic aik n«ih and blood can brir " 

"Flc^h ind blood can bf ar a good deal mDrc'n you Ihink Far," 
ikiid Jo&hui, and ihcn he df livcrfd up Iwd Icllcia and dnivc olT 
law aid I he bim 

"If IhDsc arc Lcllcni." said Aunl Mary from her pillow Ibic 
Imlanl eIic heard I he frani dDDr close, 'I'd like 'em. I'm a gi? al 
believer in rcidin' my own mall, an' anolher lime, Lucinda, I'll 
ihank ynu lo brmg il is ivDDn tv you gel il tn' nolMandDul on Ibic 
Jx>^^.h hDllyhDckm' ivLlh Joihua for bill fan hour while I waH " 

Lucindi delivered up Ihe lellers wilhDul demanding what [3r5l 
species or CDnvers alio n al sigml le ance her mi'klres'v attached Id 
I tie phrase, "IidII y- bioeki ng " 

\unl Mary lurried Ihe lelleis Ihrough eagerly. 

"My lind^ allic'" she i^aid ikUddenly, "if here Isn'l one from 
Mitchell. — Ihe dear boy. Well, I ne^crdidi — Luclnda, open ihe 
blmdii Id IhcDlherivindDW, loo — so I — c»n — ^ee Id — " her VDlce 
died away, — ^he was loo deep In Ihe Idler lo recoiled whil she 
WIS iviying. 

Mile hell "Tolc 

MY DE.^H HB5 Wi-IKINS — 

We are EilliD| in j iDhi' •ttk liskcv dd llie kejds of our 
cigaidlcs moujDiiii moujBing noiming becjnse we hj'-c 
kad llie aew >> I k Jl > ou jre ill. AsdsijI ii is up Id ne lo ek press 
Dui feclia^s, so I kave decidcil lo auil Ikem and ihe ctkeis 
agree lo pay For Ike mk 

I '«i'vh lo icaiLut Jl once lliJl wc did anf ivleep day IjsI 
HIE III Ijcliold I'm! dianer Lmd wespealikeeveaiiiE nuking 
a Die l!inc lioly loar oE [iliHes ivliere we Imil t^en -tak >ou. If 
yoa hdd oaly beea willi ai^^Tke idoI f drd eaiv j re [ijniculjjl> 
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i1e:«i|jle ivIllioDr >OLi. Tbe ivkolc of I h c { il > vemslo rralize 
]|. Tlie '^aierjDg c-ini hi'eep (ntm dji^i Id djrk. ^Il Ike 
|jnp-[Kvls jre 'icjriDg bidil;. ]l is naj] ^ o»c cxltcme and 
madder Jl llie txlier 

Ydu mi^ brKC ip IE you c-i»'I dolkal Ivy -i bell Life is 
Im^uH loi^peid n ted. My miHIo k!LS jIivjv:^ bcei '^peud 
Trecl^ cvei}i«1iere elx ' Al pirscU I recDminend JiayiliJDg 
ITA&I rdhuljled lo meld ynu. 1 nid> id jII oiode^y inenlh>n ikjJ 

jD^ beloie CliJislin!is I shdil beinveliDg norlk jud sljall Ihea 
adoie laaopand cheer you d|i a bJ If yoi in vile ne I have 
made V Ji iDvanjble rule lin^'evec anc id '^!iy n-er d]|IiI 
jiyii'lieie hi'hei 1 dm doI jn-jled ho 1 hope > oil i^ill consider 
in> leeliDf s LiDd seid meiia iivVdlion 

My eyes fill OS I lliiiki«ha ii i^ill te Idi^ii be^de yen Jiid 
leeall dear nid Ne^^ Vail ll i^ill be ihe neiE Deal lliiDg lu 
teing TUB over by !iii aulomobile, ivdd'I V 

Voura, *ak fondesl recolleelJODS 
ETEHEERT KENDPICK MITChlELL 

AunI Mary laid Ihe Idler dnwn. 

"Lucindi,' ikhe iisid In a ciinuusly veiled lone, 'give me a 
liindtcn: biief — a big one. .\^ big b unc b:^ I've go! " 

Lucindi did as requesled 

"Now, go B"' ay, "said AunI Mary. 

Lucindi went twty She wcnl i^lralghl lo Ji>stiua. 

"She's bad b leller an' read 1 1 an' il'^ made hcroTj." Ehc&itd. 

"Thil's beller'n if il made hec mad," said losKui, who wi^ 
winning hia hands il Ihe slave. 

"I ain'l auic ihil ll non'l make her mid laler," said Lucinda. 
"Si}', bill she a aTBCIicsinee&hecame back Seems some diyi^'s 
]f [ couldn't live " 

"YduII lL>e." Slid Jofhua, ind as bis bands were now well- 
lliS] wiimed, he wcnl oul igain. 

Afler a while AunI Mary's belL jangled violenll>' and Lucinda 
hid Id huny back 



IS9 



"Lucindi, did Ihc ilnclar ^ay auylbiin' Id you Bbaul haw long 
he Ihoughl I migbil bcsick^" 

"¥«,hcdlid " 

"Whil did he aay^ I wani Id know jiu' whil tic said. Speak 
up'" 

"He said hcdidn'l have no Idea hnw lon^ yuu'd be^ick ~ 

^unL Marj Ihreiv a look al Luclnda lhBli>u|hl lii hive anmbii- 
Jaled her 

"I winl la Ecc ltck~ sheEtid. "Bring my unlln' de?ik Ri^bil 
off Quick." 

She wrote la Jack, and hecHme up and ivpenl Ihe nexl Sunday 
wllbi her. cbicerLng her mig hilly 

"I wish Itie olhei!i could hivf came, Iod/ she siid oncf an 
houi all through his vij^lJ Mitchells I elle r seemed Id havf bred a 
iFcmendau'v longing wilhin her 

"Thc>'Ll come laler," ivIkI Jn.k, wllh hean>' goad-wllL "They 
all wanl lo came " 

"Idon'l know how wecauJdcveihave any fun up here Ihaugh/ 
AiicE he BunI ividly. "My heavrniv alive, la^k, — bul IhK t\ an 
iwful place lo live in. .\nd lo Ihink ihal [ lived la be ^evenly 
before I lound il oul." 

Jack laok her hand and kissed II n e did s>' mpa Ihize, eve n If he 
WIS aniy Iwenly-lwo and langing unullecably la be someuhecc l^h^l 
else and kissing someone else al Ihal ver>' minulc 

"Mile hell wrale me a leller," ^.anllnucd \unl Mary "He said 
he was coinin' Well, dear me, he can eal mince pie and dnve 
wllh Jonhua when he goe^i for ihe mill, bul I dan'l know whal 
else I can do wllh him Oh. if I'd only been bom in Ihe eily '" 

Jack kissed her hand again, lie didn'l know whal lo ^ay Aunt 
M»r>'^ lal iicenied la bonier upan ihe Iragic jusi I hen and Ihe re. 

The neni day he relumed la lawn and Lucinda came an dtily 
igaiu She saan found Ihal Ihe nephew'E vl&il tiad rendered Ihe 
lunt hardcTlhan e^crlo gel alaug wllh. 
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"I'm goin' lo lown jus"^ saon a^ ever I feel well enough,' 
she dccLared Bf^rcvsnelj on more Ihan one occbmoo "An' nex' 
Itme I go I'm gain' lo iilay ju&'^ long >^ fverl'm bavin' a good 
Itme. Now, cLon'l conlradli:! me, Luclnula, becauike iI'e youi p\tce 
lo hall] your longue I'm i greal believer in your bokding your 
longuc, Lucinda." 

Lucindi, wha ceiliinky never Tell ibe sllgblfvl inclinilLon 
laivaid CDnlradklioEi, held ber lougue, ind Ibe poor, unbappy 
one Iwisled about iri bed. arid bemoaned Ibe quietude of her 
envLJDnmciil by Ihe baur al a lime 
ITAI "Did you £ay we had a izalf ' iihe i&ked suddenly one day. 

"Well, wby dan'l you aniiwei^ Wben I ash i queMiDU I eipeel an 
imwer Didn'l you ^ ay we hid a calf?" 

Lucindi Jiodded. 

"Well, I warn Josbui lo lake Ibal ^ilf Id Ibe black'imilb and 
hive bim ivbiid behind in' before nghloff To-day — this mimilc " 

"You »'am Ihe ^ilfsbod'' cried Lucindi suddenly alarmed 
by Ibe fearlesl her miivlresi hid gone I Lghl- beaded. 

An III Mary glarenl in i way I bat showed Ibilbbe was fir from 
being Dul of her usuiL mi rid. 

"If [ iiaiil 'hod [ guciiv I meml Tibod," sbe said, icily 'I do 
'vomelimes mcin *hBl I ivay Prelly oflen — as a usual Ihiug " 

Luc I rid 1 slood al Ibe fool of Ihe bed, jielnlied arid paralyzed. 

Then Ibe invalid &il up a lillle lud showed some mercy on ber 
ficivanl'E very evideni f nghl 

"I ivanl Ihe cilfsbod," sbe evpliined. "so\ Joshui cin run up 
an' down Ihe [Xfirh wilh him " 

So fiTfrom imelioriliug Liicindi^eondiUori, Ihisexpiamlion 
rendered il visibly worse. AunI M ary coniempi aled benniilcncc 
for a few seconds, artd she 'iiiddenly cned oul, in a lone ibal wts 
full of palhos: 

"I feel like maybe — maybe — ihe calfll make me tbmh \I'i 
P'fll honeb'feelon Ihe pavemcni." 

Lucinda Tushed froEn Ihe iDom. 
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"She I'anl'v Ihccilrshod'" i^hccriot, buislin^ in upau Joshua, 
who ^ti piling wood 

For once m his Life Joshua was shikcn out or hia ubual 
placidlly. 

"She "'anK I he c i If ■^hod i " he repeated bf»nkly. 

"Y& " 

"Youeanlshac leilf." 

"Bui she wants il done.' 

Joi^huB ccgBineil his ^elr-i:onln>l 

"Oh. well," he s Bid, I u ruing lo gu un "'Hh his work, "ihecaLfs 
gone lo ihc bulcher. anyhow. TeLl bicfio." 

Lucinda went back lo Auul ^lacy 

"The eairs gone lo Ihc bulcher," she ycllKl 

^unl Mary frowned heaviLy. 

"Then you go in' gel a lamp mil lum il up loa high an' leBvc 
il,'sbic ivaid, — "IheMTielL'll make me ihinhaf Bulamo biles " 

Lucinda waik appalled A^ a pracllcal houikekeepcr i^he fell Ihal 
here was a proposilian ivhich she could not Taee. 

"Well, Bin'l you goln'^" Auul Har>' asked larlly. "Of eauisc 
if you aln'l in lend in' lo go Td be glad lo knoiv 1 1, 'n while >'ou'rc 
gone, Luciitda. I ivisti you'd gel me Itie handle lo Ihe ice-crearri 
freezer an' lay iL wtierc I can see II, il'll help me believe In Itic 
smell " [11\l 

Lucinda wen I away and broughl Itie handle, bnl she did no I 
light ihe lamp The Fates were good lo her, Ihongh. for .^unl 
Mar^' forgo I Ihe lamp in her dlsgusl over Ihe appearance ol 4tie 
handle. 

"Take il away," she ivaid ivharply "Anjbody'd know il ivasn'l 
in an lo mob I le era n k I don'l wani lo took like a fool' Well, why 
Hin't you I akin' il away, Lneinda'^'' 

Lucinda look Ihe crank back lo the freezer bul as Ihe days 
passed on, Ihe ikltualion grew woisc. Auni Mary slepi more and 
more, ind awoke to an ever-increasing rallo ol belligerency 
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B^riirc long Luc][id3''v ihiid colimh dr miuilRl her as^i^Liucf 
in "moving," and Ibicrc waii nolhlng for poor Arclh[l^a lo do buL 
lu Iskc up I he burden, now become i ff Erfull>' hciv> one. 

AunI Mary was gelling lo ihal pe ciod in Life when Ibie mzarcr 
I he rc I alive ihegrcBlcrlbicdIslitc, ivo Ihal ivbicn hcrmcce amval 
Ibic welcome wbiich aiv ailed her "'as even Lc's cordial Ihiu ever. 

"Did yaii bring a lrunk'^~sbie Biked. 

"Aikmall one," replied Ihe visilor 

"Thus utmelhing lo be graleful lor" said ihe aunl. 'IT I'd 

inviledyDU lo visilme, of couiyel'd feel differe n lly aboul Ihlng' " 

Arelhuivi accepled Ihl' b' '>hc acceplcd all Ihings unpacked, 
■viw Lu^.LndB olf, assumed chaijc ol ihe house, »nd Ibien dragged 
WH B racking chair lo her aiiiil's bedside ind uuFnided her seii'ing. 

Ere she had ihreided tier needle Aunl Mary was sound asleep, 
and ED her niece sewed placidly for an hour or mocc, unlil, like 
1 ighl n I ng oiil of a clear sky 

"Arelhus»[" 

The owner of ihe nameslarled — bul inswered im mediately: 

"Yes, Aunl Mary." 

"When I die I wanl la be burled Tiom a coof garden' Don'l 
you loigcl' You'd beller go in' wrile 1 1 down Go now — go this 
mmule'" 

Arelhiisi shook b^ if wilh Ihe dischaige of a contiguous field 
bitlery. She tiid nol had Lucindi's gradual breaking-ln la her 
lunl's new trains of ihoughl 

"Aunl Mary,' she ^aid feebly a I IhsI. 

Aiinl Mir>' saw hec lips moving, she sil up m bed and her 
eyci n as hed ci ndeis. 

"Well, Bin'l yo u gol n""" she asked wralhfuHy "When [ say do 
a ihing, ztn'I il be done? I declare il's bad enough lo live wilh a 
pick of idiDls wilhoul havin' 'em, one an' ail, acl as if I was the 
ld»lV' 
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Arclhu'vi laid Biidc her WDrt ind msc lo quH Ibic nH>m She 
relumed £nc mlnulcv IbIl:i "]Lh pen and Ink, bul AunI Mary wis 
now off on amlhcr iBch [Jill 

"I want I biiMdog'" ahccnfd imperatively 

"A bulldog!" ivhriekcd her n[c^.c. ncirly dropping whi[ she 
hefd in bicr hands "Whildo jiiu waul a bulldog for''" 

"Nol 1 bullfrogi' Itif old lady correcLed, "a bulldog. Oh, I do 
gel &D sick of your Mupidily, ArelJiu&i." she iiaid. "Whal should 
I or any oneelivc wanlof a bullfrog''" 

Arelhuivi sighed, ind Ihe sigti ivaii appirenl. 

"I'd sigh il [ "'as you," said her aunl. "I eenainl^' would. If 
I wa£ you. Arelhusa, I'd cerliinly feel Ihil I hid cause lo sigti,' 
and wilh Ihilshe'vil up and gave her pillow a punch Ihal »' as lull 
ol Ibie dircvl miM oI suggesllon 

\iclhu'vi did nol gainikiy Ihe Irulti ol Ihe sighing piDposkkDn. 
J I was loo apparenl. 

The neilday AunI Mary sicpl unlrl noon, i nd ihcn ope ned her 
cyCk lud SI m ul laneo us I y dee li red : 

"Ne\l ■vummcr I ' m gi>ln' lo have »n aulomobllci" 

Then '>he looked iboul and \iv Ihal n he bad addressed Ihe air, 
whKh made bcr more mad I ban ever She rang ber bell violenlly, 
and Arelhusa lefl Ibc luneb lable so baivlily Ihal she reached the 
bedroom hall-eboked 

"Nexl Hummer I'm goin' lo have in aulomobile," ivaid Ibc old 
lady angnly "Now, gel me some b rea kf as I." |!ll| 

Her nLe^.c ivcnl oul quickly, and a maid was Hcnl in i*ilh lea 
and loasl and eggs al once Their effecl was lo brace Ibc invalid 
up and make Ibc lolonho&e aboul bcr yel more wearing. 

"I shall run II my&eir,' she vowed, when Arelhusa relumed; 
"in' I be I Ihey clear oul i*hcn ihey ficcmceDmin'." 

ridid zecm highly probable. 

"I don'l know how I can live ir I don'l gel awiy froin heic 
ADon," she declared a few minule^ laler "You dcn'l appreeialc 
whil liTe IS, Amhuia. Seems like I'll go mad wilh wanlln' lo be 
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somewhere cLkf. T can ivec Jack get his dlEpcullion slriLghl from 
mc- 

Thf le wa^ a 'kigh and i paiEe. 

"I aha II dic,~ AunI Mary then declared wilh vialence. "if I 

dnn'l biave b ^biiuge \crlhuEi, you've gal la wnle lo Jick, and 
Irll bilm Id gel meGranllr " 

"G ra nLle I ~ se rc amenl Ihe niece in surprise. 

"¥es, Grinile. She wis a maiil I had In New Yock [ wani tier 
lo come here. She musl come. Tell him lo offer her anylhing, 
and ■vcnci hcrC.O D If I can have Granllc, maybe Til feci 'omc 
beller. You ivnle Jack." 

"I'll wnle iD-nIg hi,' s h nc ked Arelhusa 

"Nd, you wan'l." sjid AunI Mary, 'you'll gel ihe iJik and wrilc 

[Dfl nghl nnw. Because I've been mceker'n Moses all my life Is no 

reason why I ivbi'd be willin' lo be dnw nl njuklen ^.lear lo Ibic end. 

Folk:^ around me'd beller be^in lo look sharp an' Elep lively from 

now on." 

Arelhuiia weni Id ifie deiik al once and wrolc 

DEAP JAGt 

Aoal Mnry '^nal'vlke mjid Ikjl slie knj] ivken she was ■■ 
Nc*^ York For llie love of Mcjven, it Ike girl iiv [nocnniblc 
do ed lier Hire lier it yon cja jad kidajp lier it yon cjb'I 
LucmdLi lijsplii>cd lie r ■'lu jI I ric k on aicaad i^jlked oFtjusI 
ivken bke Fch lile il I never sii* Aual Muiy la nnylhiaf lile 
llie '^^e of miad lk:il i^hc is bul I kiioi^ one iliiiia — if >du 
ciiana seid I ke n!iid,lhcre'IJ be aa eodof oie. 

Yoor lo-ma 'iisler 
APETHUSA 

Jack was much jierliirbed uftm receipl of Ibiiiv lellcr He 
whiElled a III lie and frowned agreal deal Eul al If^l tie decided 
lo be fiank and lell ihe liulh Id Mrs. RoEbcoll. To Ihal end tie 
wiDleher a I engltiy no le. Aflcilwo preli m In a ry pages so pemnnal 
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Itial ll wduIilI udI be ngbil Id pcinl ihcm for public reading, he 
canlinued ihus 

y-c had -I Idler (lom ny ivitfec hi'hu bi -tak Aual M3J> 

H pceHenl Skc '^>'v lli:l .^udI Mji> j' atx dl j|] >«£]] jnd 

decljre^ ll]!il ske mis liave lanirc Wlidl DDderlhcsun :in I 

Id jn'm^ 5kjll 1 Hiiv ll]!il llie |irl Ius^odc Io frjuce" J'm 

ivil]]i]| Io si^ cdr an yl h 11° i!iilierilial piil yDU Id one SKOud's |I7Q| 

iDcoavcDieiiee Vdu kuoivlkjl doa'l voi^ elc ^ac, eir. [juU 

be re I lie leii ec abm [■ Iv became pcnDuaL j|!ild | 

Jsch Itiou^hl Itial tie kuciv tiis flHncec viei\. bul Kr wiik loliJIy 
unprcpacol for such in cihibllLou af ^wrel n^i bs wa^ l«illf]fd 
Io hy Ihc Idler which he received In relum 

[I\ litM six pigeiv ivcre even mcirc pcPvi>n»l Ibian biLS o^n 
I being mote ferriinine^ arid Ihericarrie ItiK paragraph 

Ian ice isfDing[D>Durjinl by id- ai" kl'^ I mi n Nohi'^doa'lsjy 
a s^DidL ll 1^ nncliiiig — ncHliing — sibsolulely nncliiii|. Don'l 
yoa knciivlhjl 1 dn Ido alle rlv kappv Id be able Id d □ jdve lij ng 
lor an yoae I kal vud — elc ,elc elc 

Jack seized hK tial arid humed Io where hiik Jad^-love waivjusl 
Itieu reading. SulJanlce had gone' 
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Chapter Twenty-Two - "Granite" 



lofihui wu d«i pali: bind la drive through iniiid and run Id being 
AunI M B ry's so I ICC from Ihc 'I alio n 

AuiiL Mtrf hfld herself propped up in bc^l Lo be rcadj for Ibie 
rcluTU before Billyh feel had ceiicd lo erf spLi'h on Ibic road 
DuQide af the gale Her eagerness linked her pallor pink 1 1 wi^ 
IS if Ihe prosfwcl of seeing Janice gave hcrionieof ihal flood of 
vir»li1>' ivhich al*B>'s 'ecms lo ebb and How so richlj in Ihe life 
of a meln>j"lis 

"hly graclou'i tie a vens, Luc i ndi ~ IIDrLucindi waik back now), 
ivhe iviid joyfully, "lo Ihink Ihal I neetln'l look il yo^ifor a week if 
I don'l ■tinllo' You haven'l any idci haw lirenl I am of looking al 
you. Lucmda. [f you iDoked like inyltimg il would be diffcrenl. 
Bui youdon'l." 

Lucindi rocked placidly; hcis wis whal is called in 'PL'en 

dispD^illon " If II hadn'l been, she mighl hi\e led an enllrely 

diffcrenl lile — in facl. she would moil cerliinly have lived 

ikO mew here else, fur iihe couldu'l pcifklbly have liicd nilh Aunl 

izm Mil}' 

The hour ihal ensued afler los h u a's dcpa rlurc wi^so long ihal 
il reiiulled In i nap for Ihe Inialid, and Lucluda had lo wake tier 
by slimming Itie closel door when Ihe arrival lumed In il Itie 
gale 

"Has tie gol her''" Aunl Mary ^.ried brealhlcvsly. "Has he gol 
Homeone wilh him"" Run, Lucinda, an' bring her in Stic needn't 
wipe her lee I, tell tier, you can brush Itie tiall aflemards. Well, 
why iin'l jou tiurryin"'' 

Lucindi wi:^ hurrying, her cunoiiily being is poleni as llie 
CO mm ands of her m islress, and five ^eco nds I a le r J anicc appeared 
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In l[ic doar "'irli [icr ptcdcccBsor jitl behind her — t sinking 
conlriM 

"¥dli dcir blciivcd Granilc'" crLcd Ihc old lady, Mrclchlng uul 
hcF hinds in ■ son of eCkl aiiy ~Oh. m>'? bul I'm g I id Id i^ee you' 
Come rig hi Jilraighl here Nu, shul Ihc door litM. Luclnda, you 
go and da 'moM mylbilng An' ho* is Ihc cHy"^" 

Janice came Id Ihc bedside and dropped on her knees Iherc, 
laking AunI Mary''^ wllhcred hand close In bolh of heioivn. 

"You didn'l 'hul Ihc door " Ihc old lidy whispered hair^eLy. 
"1 wi^h >'oii ivoiiLd — an' boll il, loo An' I hen comcslraighl back 
lo me " 

Janice closed and boiled Ihc door, ind relumed Id Ihc bedside. 
AunI Hir>' drew her down ^.loie lo her and her VDice and eyes 
were hungry, indeed. Fdf a lilllc she li>Dted eagerly iipLm whal |I79| 
she had so craved lo posivcss agiin, and Ihen she suddenly asked: 

"Grinile, hi^'e yougol any cigirelles wilh you''" 

The mild slarlcd i III lie 

"Do >'ou smoke no*"*" she asked, wilh Ink'rcsl 

"No," iviid \unl Mary ividly, "an' Ihal's one more of my 
infill liDubles You see I'm Jus' achm' Id smelt smahc. an' 
Jiishui promKcd his mDlher Ihe nighl belorc he was Iwenlj-anc. 
Ydu don'l knDW nolhin' aboul how Icrnblc T feel I'm emply 
SDmew here J us' all Ihc lime. r>Dn'l you bellevc'l yDU could gel 
some cigarclles in' smoke 'em nghl close Id me, in' lei me lay 
here, an' he so happy while I smell. I'll hive i good doclor lor 
you. I f you' re s ick fnnm II " 

The mild ceflecled, Ihen she nodded. 

"I'll wnle lo lDwn,~ sheened, m her high, clear to nCk. '^hal 
brand do you like besi?" 

"Ml Ic hell !i." said AunI Mary. "Hul youcin'lgel rhose bccaufic 
he made 'em himnclf an' sealed 'cm wilh a lick Oh!" '>he sighed, 
wilh Ihe acceni of a slarvliig Sybanle, "I do wish I could see him 
do il agiin' Dd yon know," she added ivuddenky, "he wnilc me a 
Idler and he's gain' Id come here " 
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"When''" aivkcul Jinicc 
IBQI "Aflm while Bui ^du mui^l li kc o IT your I h i ngs. Th il'^k your 

■□oin in iheic,' poinling lowand a hilf-upeu 4liH>r al ihc aide. ~l 
wmled yQU i& clone a^ J eouLdgelyaLi M^i. bul I've winlcd you' 
J ^.all'l lell you ho"' much Bul i gooul dcil — i lol — B"'lully " 

Janice wenl lulo Ihc n>Dm ihal wa^lo be t\ci^. and hung up tier 
hi[ ind cloak. 

When she relumeil Aunl Mary wf^ looking a tiundrenl per 
ecni. impnnvcd ilccacly 

"Can jnu hum 'H I b "■ alh a"" " ivhe aiiked lmmedi»lel>' "Granlle, 
I mu^l have ivulhin' Id imuiic mc an' make me feel good Can you 
hum 'Hliwalhi' in' cm you do Ihil kind of '^h — sh — sh — 'ihil 
cvcrybiidj' docs all Ingclhcr al Ibic end, yiiu knnw?" 

Janice smiled pleisinlly, and placmg herself In Ibic cliiscsl 
posiiible piDxImilj' wilh Ihe car Inimpel, il on^.e rendered Ibic 
desiied mi?rceaii in a slylc which wauld hive done credil Id a 
utioisl In a <.aJ€ •.hiinfuni 

Aunl Marj'iv lifd wrealhed In seraphn. blisz. 

"MyV she said "I feel jus I as if I was back calln' crabs' legi 
ind lails again NDone'll evcEhnow how I've mi&'kedcily lifclhlE 
winlccbul — well, you saw Lueinili'" 

The glance Ihal accompanied ihe ikpeech was mysleniius bul 
I7HIJ slgmficanl Janice nndiled sym pal helically 

"I hope yDii bioughl a Inink I ain'l a bilsucc when Til be able 
lo lei you go," pursued Ihc old lady. "I don'l believe I can Icl you 
go unlll I go, IDO I've mosldled here alone " 

"I bcoughl a Irunk," Jinice cried Inio Ihccir Icumpel 

"I'ln glad,' said Aunl Mary. She paused, and her eyCk grew 
wiElful. 

"Granite,' Tihe asked, "dD you ihink you could manage lo do 
a ikkln dance on Ihe foolboanH'' I'm 'moiil wild lo ^cc some lice 
shikc.'" 

Jinicc Looked doublfully al ihc footboard. Il was wide for a 
foolboird. bul narrow — loo narrow — for a skirl dance. 
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"Bur I can do one on rlic (laor," '>he ccled. 

\unL Marj''i features bccanic iulfuscul wilh heavenly joy 

"Oh, Granilc'" ^tie mirnnuicd, in aecenUi orgreareiil aniici pa- 
tio il 

The maid iilood up, anil, foing dIT f^ fir b' ihe limlbi of ibif 
'vpi^lou'v bcilroDm would allow, exeeuled i moi^l fetching and 
daiuly pus seul lo a lunearhecowu humming. 

"Give me iulhin' lu jound wilhi" cried her enl biuii i iivl ic au- 
dieuec. "Oh, GcaniK, I ain'l been bo happy since I wis home' 
Wbialeverjou want you cm have, cml>' don't ever (cjvc mc ilonc 
wllbi LucindB agiin." [Si:| 

Janice WIS calcbilng hcT lired breath, buL she answered WElh a 
smile 

"Can'l you gel my Sunday umbrella duI cnkc clo&el now an' 
do 1 parasol dince''" I he ln^ all ale demanded; "one of Ihnsc where 
you ^hooL il open an'shul "'bien people ain'l eipeclm' " 

The maid wenl lo Ihe cLosel and brougbil i>ul ihe Sunday 
umbrella, but its shiny bkick silk did nol apjiear lo inspire any 
fluiTy maneuvres, so she ulllized il in Ihegun^ear a bioidswaid 
and did somelhin^ Ibal savored of Ihe Highlands, and seemed 
lo rebel blllerly al Ihe lenglh ol her skirl Auiil Alary wrilbed 
aniund In bliss — ullennd inlense. 

"I feel like I was livin' agiin," she siid, heaving i greal sigh 
of CO men I. "I lei I you I've suffered enough, since I ^.ame back. Id 
know whil II IS lo have same fun again. fJow, Granile, I'll lell 
you whal we'll do," when ihe girf lial down Id resl; "you wrilc 
Toi ihase cigarelles while I like a lillle nap and allecM'aFds we'll 
gel ihe Universal Knowledge book ind leacn how Id pliy poker. 
Vou dojj'l know haw lo play poker, do you''" 

"A Itille," cried Ihe mud. 

"Well, I wini lo learn how," said Ihe old lady, 'in' we'll learn 
when — when I wake up." 

Janice itodded asseni. 
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"Excuse mcshuUm' in>' cyc^." i^blJ Aunl Marj — End she w»^ 
■sleep m IWD niinuleiv 
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Chapter Twenty-Three - "Granite" - 
Continued. 

H»rj' End Arclhusa — AunI Hary'i Iwu niece: — were nol uncom- 
mjnly mercenary; bul Bbuul Ihrcc weeks iflcr Ihe new arrival 
Ibicy became scnously IroubLed aver Ihe liccrtilBncy Ibial sbic 
BppcBrrd Ici be gBinIng ovei ihc mind of ihcir aunl. Lucindi'^ 
duller hid included for many years ibc wnEjng of i weekly 
Jeller "'hich canlalned fnnnal idvice^ of ihc gcncraL 'laic of 
affairs, ind after Janice's eslablKhmcnl ihesc lellers became so 
pro LOCI live of gradually Increasing alarm IhiL firM ^lary, artd 
ihcn Arelhio tliaughl i[ advisable lo mikc ihc Journey Tor Ihc 
purpose of [n>e-ilig»l[iig Ihe iffaLr personilly. Tbiey found ibie 
new maid appirenlly devoid of evil inleni, bul cerliinly fast 
becoming absolulcly ludiii pertsablc lo ihe dally ha ppine-^'vol Iheir 
influenllal relative. Mary feared ihal i codicil for five Ihousartd 
dollars would be Ihc resull. bul Areltiusa Tell, u'llh a sinking 
licarl Itial Ihcre was anoltier naughl gi>ing on lo Ibie sum, artd 
Ibial. unleiiv Ihc lidc lurncd, Ihc end mighl nol be even Ihen [itl| 

Aunl Miry wu so cool Ihal neilher niece i^layed long, artd 
Lucinda'iv lellers hid lo be looted lo for ihc prof.re'vs ol rLcnIs. 
Lucinda^ Idlers "cre frcqueni ind nol al all icaivsuring Aller 
Ibie 'vi'vlcis had lalhcul Ihcm over. Ihey scnl ihcm on lo lack 

Slie |lhis Luciida iivunably begjuj iMlie Siioie iLivevcr ll's 
croiKSlhe Lcdrl jud bend llie kiee, !in'iliei] you aial Jo^^i ^r 
cioif k lo Mil her Bil slie's geiiia' bo afnihl slie'll go lk:il 
she!i <\-i\ in lier liaads fl '«ould scdre you Slie i^oa'l lei 
lie roil of lier siglii -i imame I amsl '^y lli^ ^^ k Jleve r slii:'s 
gi-mg lier, sbe ceilJiiily isedraiiiE llie money, forslie i^orks 
ker Jisnler every dny Tke poor lhiD| tk bopping !iboul, or 



203 The R cj uvcn I IId ri of Aujil Marj 

sin|ing.arpLyingcanls, fiom du'^ d Id dark. UDd uileivii M'sj 
prD-jivioi ■■ keri«ill I cji'l :icc V'\\-t i^nuld ptiy her eiougli 
lar'^ajlin| si. Lord hnoiis I CDDivideced I eimed my •taf.cs 
ivVliDil sl:ippin| iirDLiDd i^jLIi ny JegsEros'ied like ske diieiv 
jid slie \\-e ID cad uf [i:liei^e Itxf e-ci iFivhe hi'ui'l ever lei 
lierldked hi'alk Stie^geliiDg -js [ule j:^ i^lie tlieryelf Seem^ 
like bonelhiif akoild bedoHe. 

Rei^pHr Fully. 
L COOKE 

ThiFC diy& I alec Lucindi wiDtf igaln 

SJie doc'k'keein lo be|ell]i]g '^oryeuid <*oisc She nuleikliec 
iileepuD jsoCj teside hec jud 'lie te°iislD Look dcejdFulty 
WDm UDi I do belie- e 'she'll kill ker, before ivhe Jieiv licrieir 
I laid her ED Id- day, biE skeDnly imiiled ll^finiy, bil I lile 
liere-ei if I dm bohcd oul all ihe lime I !iin' jeaioi'i, and 
I'm I lad of I lie cem I 'liituld Himk ken Lid Jl f^ould ivplil ^'iili 
lalkinl bo mD^h. bui slie ^eilJiily dors \\c-it ker beller IhdD 
aiyDnc ete. [ ilimk siimeiliiiir mn^ be doie.lhoiigli. Slie'^ 
gellin| -JR loi^nj OS she is lieisell Tliey play eanlii and ^jII 
eackolhcr "auily" iOtt*c koiisiH aUrelck ikOnedays. 

ReivpeEi Fully 
L COOKE 

Al IhccndDf ihf wfck Lucindi wiDlf again' 

I rkink ri yDU doi'l eone ske '«ill si rely dir Ske i& «rjy 
fee bic lie iself bul lliaidoi'l keeplier Imm'iejriag kerloskia 
jid boie. Ske kee ps lie c doi ng I neks From inuiaing lo iif kl 
E-eiy miiulelkal she iivai-jke she kee ps lie c j u n pii° ll'sa 
mercy ivhe sleeps so mich, or she hi'onldnl °ei any ivleep al 
all I {aa'l do anhmg bul [ cdi sec bonelliiag kasgc< lo be 
doie file's killinE ker, and slie & |ell mf ''heie shedoa'l [die 
fUriobody bul lie r, did ilske'sio be l:e|x ii I run lo keep oa 
an using kerske'll liavelo have i^one leH pieii> quHl: 

Reivpeti Fully 
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L COOKE. 

If ihc SLivlcr!! wcFf [vnurbcd by Ihe general Irrnd af ihcBC 
cpullrs, Jick vis hilf wlJd over Ihc SLlualion Mc 'vworc 
vig.mi>iisLy and he Iramjvd up and down his n>oiii nighls unliL 
Ibii! people undccncilbi pul lI lu Ibicic priycis Ihsl hia aocii migbil 
^ugge&l suLcidc a\ ikpcalLl^' ts pos'ilblf. In vain he wrote Id 
Hrn Ri>sscim lo rcilorc lamcc lo bicr pni [x:r pi ace in lown, Mis. 
Roii'vcoll infwcred Ihsl t:^ long as \iinl Mar^ ile-kiinl Janice al |&lb| 
hci \iiie. Bl hci iklilc Janice should i^lay. lack knew his lady well 
cnaiFgh m know Ihil \ihe would keep her WDid. iJid illhaugh tic 
Jongeil Id busctC his aulhanly he was mm enough Id feci ihal ttc 
had beller wbH now and JiCllLe Ibie deb I afler m am age 

Wevcnheless Ibic whDie iffair wis unbearBblj veialious and 
Bl IbsI he fell Ihil tie eould enduie it no longer. 

"I'm a foal," he said, in b spinl of innayanee Ihal eame sd 
[:Id&c Id ingcr Itial il led Id an ullcr \oyi of pilien^r "I'll lake 
ihc Iriin Far Aunl Mary's ln-diy. ind Miaigtileii oul that mess in 
shDil order." 

It was Saturday, and he aTranged lo leave by ihe noon Irain. 
He laid in i heavy supply of bribes for his aged lelalive and dF 
reading mailer for himself and wenl lo the ivlBtion witti a heaH 
divided 'Iwi It many different emoliDniv [l was an unconscionably 
Jong ride, bul he did get I here safely aboul ten o'cloek 

[I was a pleaivanl nighl — nol Idd cold — even suggestive Df 
ivDme lingenng Indian summer inlenlions on the pan of Jack's 
namesake. The yDung man IhDiighl thai he would walk out Id his 
ehildhoad's home, and his deciivion was aided by Itie discovery 
ihallhere was na alhei way lo gel I here |lf7| 

Sd he took his suil-case in his hand and ivet off with a ivlnde 
'hal covered the inlervemng mileiv in 'vhDil oniler and bnnu^ht 
him, almoivl before he knew it. Id where he could see Lucinda's 
lighlinlhe dining-iDom and her pug-nosed prof i le o u 111 ned upon 
ihc drawn shade. Eveiyane else was evidcnlLy abed, and as he 
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laokril ^hc Coo, srosc and iDok up Ihc lamp He hurrifil his 
■vlcfPi "> Ihal ivhc niLghl Id him in before '>he wcnl upsliii^ bul 
in Ihc same InHlanl Ibic lighl wcnl oul ind wilh \ls wuhdrawal bir 
pcrccivDd a lilllr fig u rr slI Hug alone upLHi ihcdooislcp 

His hcan gavi! a LrcnicmJoui leap — bul injl WLlh frLghl — and 
he [ubilIc Ihrce rapiil ivIce?! andspjhe a namf. 

She 1 1 lied up her hcid Of count il was J>nicf, anil allbiough 
ikhe had been wreping, hereye^ were as beaullful ts ever. 

"Oh, Jack'" she cxcliimed, ind li»pp>' Ihe man wbic heais hl^ 
nHme called In iiucbi a lone — fven II il be only for once in ihe 
whole CDUi&e of hii^ eni&lcncc. 

He pilctinl hK suil-casr down ufon Ihe gra^^ anil look ihf 
maid in hl< arms 

Whil did in>'lhlng mailer, Ibey both weif lonely and bolh 
needed comforting 

He kissed her no I once bul Iwenly limes, — no I Iwcniy limc^ 
bul a hundred. 

"Il\ abDminable you're being heic/ hesiid il IisIl 

"I am very, vciy llred," s he co nfeiised 

"And you'll go back lo ihecily when I go""" he asked. 

"I don'l knon," she said. doublfuLly "I don'l know wbclbcr 
she'll Id me " 

Jack laughed 

"To-morrow J will bejrd ,-\unl Mary m her den," hedcclired, 
"now lei's gn in and — and — " 

The hundred and fuHlI 



imi 



Chapter Twenty-Four - Two Are 
Company 

Ta ihc largr nquirc lODin whccf he biail iilcpl |on and ofl") ducing 

B goodly parlian af tiiik boyhoDd lifr. Jack ucnl Id rcpcsc from 
Jiis j[>umc>' Ihccr lo infiHilBl:: Ihc 'vllualion i^hlcbi he had mmc 
Id camfocl, and In Iry and dc^'Uif t wty la bflLfc iDi fxi^ling 
i: in: u msli nc Cv. 

Il WH^ a pif Bsanl mam, aac window looking down ihc dnvf- 
wi>'. lud Ihe olhcc leading forlh Id a nquirc bilcony IhBl lopped 
Ibic Lllllc porch o£ Ibic side cnlrancc. There were I im b rcqui nii of 
dark blue wllb Tringe ihal alvtyi ciughl In Ihe nhulleis. ind a 
bedroom &i]] le of m ihog any I h al h Bd CDmr 4lDW n rn>iii Ihe original 
John WBlhlii^'s auul. and had breii polisbird by her descend anl^ 
io faLlhfullj IhBl lis VBrLous burfi^fk ikhone like inniai\. Over 
Ibf bed hung a lenldrBpery orchiniz, ovr r ihf wishslind hung a 
c rayon done by ArelhusB In her infjncy — Ihe same reprcvcnl ing 
B lidy engaged in ihe pleasani Bnd useful occupBllon of 'pinning 
wheal wilh a hBnd composed of five fingcPv, and no Ihumb 
In ihc comer slood ■ cheial-gliss which lack hid seen shrink l^MDI 
ikieadily far ycar^ unlll now il could no longer reflecl hi& nhciil- 
ders unless he rclirenl back for ^ome Iwo jird^ or more There 
vii adcleclablecloiici lo Ihc loom. bII pi inled while Inside, wilh 
shelves and cupboards ind lilllc bins far shoes ind wasle paper 
I nd soiled cloEhcs. 

Oh] il WIS really Bn illogelhcr delighlful |Jace In which lo 
Bbide. and Ihc pily wi< Ihal iliv owner had ivpcnl so lillle lime 
therein of I ale ye ark 

To-mghl — reluming lo Ihe scene of many childish and boyish 
medililions — lack placed hK iBmp upon ihe nighlsland al Ihc 
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head nf Ibic bed and ivil biiin'elr down on i chiir near by. 

Il WIS lale — quilr rriLdiii^bil — lor bic and Aunl Mary's new 
maid hid lilkcd long and frefl>' eic Ihey sf pa raled il last. From 
hia loom he eauld hear Ihe llllle riml sounds brlo^ slaiis, Ihal 
loLd of her final prcpa rations lor Lueindi\ morning eye, and bic 
reslfdqulel until all el^e wiiquiel and Iheu leaned bach u[Xinlbic 
chaii^ hind legik auiI, lipping slowly Id and Tiq In I Hal pCkilion, 
Ined Id Eec |ieI whil he had bellfr do Ihe flPvl Ihing on ibc 
fDllDwIng day. 



Tl wm 1 riddle "'Hh i vcngeince. Il t'i ^o esTiy lo say "['Il cuf 

Ibial Gnn3ian tnc"'" aitd Ihen pack one's loo Ibi- brusbi and slarlDlf 

un k no 111 n^, bul il I'l quile anolher miller ^hen onir comes ftce 

I9il m face wllbi Ihe piDblcm and is mel by Lhe ~bua" Df Iho&e who 

hive previously been essaying lo disenlangle il 

"She won'l Lei niego "Mrs Ri>sscoll h ad dec L» red , "she i*on'l 
consider il for a minulc " 

"BuL she mu&l." 3iek had declared on hl& side "My deaicsl, 
yDucin'l slay and pliy mud to Aunl Mary indefimlely, and you 
know Ihal as ^eLI as I do " 

"Yes. [ knnw Ihal," lhe whilom Janice Ihen murmure^l "El's 
gelling lo be an ■wful queslion They winl me lo come home 
for Thinkigivmg. The>' Ihink Ihal I've been »l lhe re&l-cure long 
enough." 

Jick hid laughed a biljusl ihere. and Ihen he sudde nly ceased 
laughing and frowned a good deal inslcad. 

"You wcrcciyfng ivhen I c»mc,~ he said. "The Irulh eyou arc 
wording yourself lo dcalh and gelling complelely used up " 

"Il IS wearing. I musi confess " she answered. "Yemcrday I 
pJaye^l pLiker unlil I didn'l know a blue chip from a while one, 
and she won lhe whole pal wllh Iwo lillle bil& of patrs while I 
was drawing lo a kin^ I begin lo fear ihal my miitd will give 
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wty And >cl, I rcilly donl sec haw lo ivlop Sbic is ivD ^ick and 
Jircd of Life here and '>he isn'l ivIrDng eni>ugh lu ^u In luwn " 

"I know a vei) ahorl way lo pul sn end lo ever>'lhlng." &i>d |2q?| 
Jieh. ~l £ff two ways in ftzl. — one is lo lelL her Ihe Iculli.' 

"Oh nlon'l do Ihil," cncd ha liancec affrighlcdiy "The shock 
wDulnl kill hrroulrighl " 

"The Dihcr way, — " said Jick ^loivly, "would be for me » 
marry you and lei her Ihluk Ibiali'anuff Jankf in good earnesl." 

"Oh Ihil wouLdn'l do al all," said ihe prelly wldo*. "In Ibic 
firsl pLn.csbic would go cra/y il Ihc ulci ol her darling nephew's 
marrying bicr maid — and in Ihe second place — ~ 

"WcIL, — in Ihe'ceond place?" 

"I wouLdn'1 marry you, — I !iHid I wouldn'1 and I »on1. You're 
loo young." 

"Bui you've piomiscd lo nurij' mc somedi} " 

"¥cE, I know — bul nol llll — not lill — " 

"Nol nil when""" 

"I hiven'l jusl decided," '>t\6 His Rosivcoll alriLj "Nol loi a 
good while, nol unliLyou'vcem lo require niiiijing al my hinds." 

"I never shall require marr^'ing al anyone else's hands,' ihc 
lever vowed, "bul if ycu are so sel aboul il as all Ibial comes 
lo, I shall nol cul up lough for i while. Auul Mar^' is I tic main 
q u«i lion J usi now — nol >'ou " 

"I knew." said his lady in anyltiing bul a jeilous lone, "and is 
■vhc IS Ihc question, whal are we lo do""' |J*]| 

"¥du will go lo bed." he said, kissmg her, "ind I will go lo 
Ihmk.- 

"Oan you sec any wiy^'ske isked anhioialy. 

Then he pul tiis hands on eilherivlde of her face ind lurned il 
up Ic his own. 

"Ydu plollcd once and ovcrlhrcw my auni," he said "El's my 
lum now." 

"Are ycu going lo plol?" 

"I'm going Id Iry." 
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"rll praj for your succcsiv," she "■hi'vpcrcd 

"PrBy for mc." he aniiWcrciLl . and ■vbiarl I y aflcr Ihcy had ic hicvcd 
ihe Tf at or raying good-nighl and paning once more, ■nd rhc 
re&ull of 1 1 all had brcn IhalJack lound himself I ippi ng back and 
forlbi on Ihe small chair, in Ibiir big room, al halF-piil midmgbil, 
puzzled, jierlurbcd, » nd very much pcrplexciJ as Id wbial lodolLisI 
when IhencM mom mg sbio uld have become a ikCllled Tic L. He wis 
uol uiied Id cani^plnng, and bemg only i man, he had uol those 
cufLou'v Lnivlinclive gIFis of inipiralian and luminous con^.eplLDn 
which r^icly radii le around Ihe bciinordever womankind 

1 1 was same lime — a very long lime indeed — before any ligKl 
stole \a upon tiiiv Slygi>n darhneEL, and Ihen. when iJie ligtil 
did come, il came in sk>'rochel guEie, ind had iLk share of cons 
Bllached lo lis very evidcnl pius 
IVI "Bui I don'l cire," he declared vlciouivly, an he mne and began 

lo undress "Mimelhing'sgol lo be done, — iome c biince'v h i ve go I 
lo be laken, — as well ihal as anylhingelse Perbaj>v bcllcr — very 
likely be Her " 

Then he laughed over his unconsciouik imililion or hij^ aunl's 
phraseolog}' , and madesbon work or fin is h i ng hK disrobing and 
gelling lo bed. 

Il WIS when Luclnda crepi foclh lo begin lo unlock Ihe bouse 
al 6.3U upon Ihe morning aller, Ibal Ihe faci ol Ihe nephew's 
imvil was fiiHl known lo inyone exccpl Jintce. 

Lucindi saw Ihe coal and hal. — recognized Ihe inilial on itie 
hand here biel in Ihe inside pochel, Ihrew oul bcnrms and give a 
lainl squeak in uller bewiLdermenI, and Ihen lore ofl al once lo 
ihc bacn lo lell Joshui. 

She found loshua milking ihe cow. 

"Whildo jou lbink["sbe pin led bneflj'. wllb "'ide-opcneyes 
and uplifled handiv, "Joshua WbillLesey, mhal do you Ihmk?' 

"I don'l Ibink nolbin'." said Joshua. 'I'm mi I kin' " 

"Whil would you ay iTI lold you as he was come.' 

"I'd say he WIS here." 
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"Well he IS He mii'vl 'a'cnmc lasl nig hi, tn' Loidonl^' knows 
how hccvci go I In. lor nolhing was Icfl open en' yd he\ Ihcrc." [1^51 

JoiihiiB miiHc nooommcnl 

"I nondcr whal hcoHmc for'^" 

Jn$hiiH miiHc mcommcnl 

"I "ondcrhaw Ipng he'll sliy""' 

Si ill Joshua madr no comnicnl 

"JoivhuB ^hilllcvcy. hcforc you gel yourbrcakfasl, you're I he 
mcancsl man I cvcrsaw, and 111 'iwcar li> ihal anyivhcrc " 

"Whj don'l you gel mc my brcakfasl ihcn?" ^aid Joshua 
i:almly, ind Ihc ciTccI of hii spci^Lh and his ilemizanor wti lo 
[:amc Lucinda Id lum ind leave him il once — loo outraged lo 
address anolher woid lo him. 

\unl Mary heiscif did no I awikc unlll Icn o'clock She rang 
her bcIL vigorously Ihen and Jinicc £lc* lo il' answering. 

"I dre amed of J ack ,' s H id Iheold lidy. looking up wilh a smile. 
"I dieamfd wc was each ridin' on camels in a merry -go-roundL" 

Janice smiled loo, and ihensel briskly lo work Id pul I he room 
in order and arrange lis occupant lor Iheday. 

"Did there come any mail?" AunI Mary inquired, when her 
coiffure was made and her dressing-gown adjusled. "I feel ju&' 
like I mighl hear From Jack Seems is if I sorl of can'l Ihink of 
anylhin' bul him " 

"rll go and see,' said Janice plcasanlly and she went Id \a6\ 
ihc dining room where ihe Refonned Prodigal \tl reading ihe 
newspaper "'I Ih his feel on ihe I able — an acllon which convinced 
Lucinda Ihal he had nol reformed so ver>' much afler all. 

"Suppose yougo lo her — insic ad of me," suggested Ihe maid, 
pausing before Ihe reader and usurping all Ihe allenlion lo which 
<he paper should have laid ^laim 

"Suppose I do," said Jack, jumping up, "and ■suppose you slay 
I way and lei me Iry whal I can accomplish single-handed " 

"Only — ~ began lanke — and ihen she slopped artd lifled a 
warning finger. 
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Jack listened mil aMfsLlhycrfBkbfl rayed Luc i ndi^ pron i ml Cy 
'vDmcu' bif re in Ihe vlcinlly. 

|[ WIS iklain tD be^ifen Ihsl Ibicre ivercniiny E&ues Id be kepi 
m mind, Hnd Ihe young man f nl his leclh because hedliln'L dire 
embrsce his belrolhed. and Ihen walh^d away in Lhedireclianor 
AunI Mflry's cuom. 

Ifshe WH& gild Id i^ef him' Onr would have supjcsed Ihal 
Icn yeais and Iwo oceans h ad e I aphfd since IheirlaM mcelluf Ihe 
monlh before. 

She fai riy screamed wilh joy. 

"jBcfci— yiiudcBE,dear,dearkiDyi WcJl, if J ever didi — When 
didyoucorac^" 
OTI tie was by Ihe bed hugging her "And hDW ire ihey all"" Hdw 

i!i lhecily?Cih, Jick, if I could only go bick wilh you I his lime!" 

"Never mind, AunI Hjij'. you'JI be coming saon — in Ihe 
spring, you triDW." 

AunI Mary ivaiik back Dn ihc piUowi. 

"iBct," 'he said. "If [ have lo wail for spring, [ shill die I 
■m'l ivlroiig enL^ugh lo be able lo bear linn' in Ihc caunlry much 
longer. I'veprelly much made up my mind lo buy a house In iDwn 
indju'vl keep I his place ivD^ Id have ■vomewherc lo pul Lucinda " 

"Do you Ihink jiiu'd be happy in lown, .^unl Hiry""" Jack 
yelled; "I mean if you luciil Ihcre righl along""" 

"I doul sec how I could be anylhin' else. I dDnl see how 
anyone could be anylhin' else. I winl a nice house wilh i cnss- 
croji' Iron gale in froni of 1 1 an' an aulomobile. .\a' — I don'l wani 
you lo say nolhin' iboul Ihls lo her jus' yel — bul I'm gom' lo keep 

□ ramie ■□ look aflerevei^'lhln' for me. I don'l ever mean lo lei 

□ rauilcgo agim. Mevcr No I lor one hour.' 

Jack 'vmilcd he fell »s If F ale v,t' playing inlo his handiv. 

"I wanI you lo live wilh mc." .^unl Mary conlinued, "an' I 

wanI Ihe house big enough so's Clover an' Mllchell an' Eumcll 

e an come whenever Ihey fee! like il and slay as long as I hey like. 

|2QH| I don'l ivanl any bouse excepi lor us all logelher. Oh, my? Seems 
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Ifkcl cjn'l hinilly wail'" 

Shclcanftl bn.k b nd sh ul her c>'cs In a ■voM o f I m pil lc n I ccsliiy 
of joys been and lo be. 

Jsch reached forward Id gel a cigarelle TiDin Ihe ba\ an Ibic 
I able 11 Ihe bedside 

"Do you smoke now, Aiinl Hary''" he inquired, as he look a 
maKh. 

"No , G ra n He does." 

"J I nice docs'" he repc aled , quic kly kniHing bils brows 

"Yes, she does il far me — I'm so happy imclLln' ihe smell. 
They made her a lillleskk al firsl bulshe look c a rriphor i nd now 
■ihe doni mind No! much — nol tny " 

Jack arose and walkenl aboul I he room. The Ideaorhlsdirling 
sickening herseLf lo ptovide smoke for AunI Mjjj' braced him 
afresh lo Ihc conflicl. 

"Whildo you do all day?" he asked, prescnlly. 

"WcIL, wc do moM ever>'lhln' When Luclnda's oii[ she docs 
Lucinda lor me an' when Luclnda's in she docs Joshua. Il's aboul 
as amusm' as mylhln' you ever saw losec her do Lucinda. [ never 
found Lucindi amiisin\ Lord knows bul I like losec G ramie do 
her An' we play cards, an' she dances, an' — " |W9| 

"AunI HBr>'." said Jick abruplly, "do you know Ihc people 
who had Janice waul her back igaln^" 

"I dldn'lquilccilch lh»l,"sald hisiunl, "bul you necdulbolher 
lo rejieal il beciuse I ain'l never goin' lo lei her go. Nol never " 

Jack cime back ind sal down besrdc Ihe bed, and look tter 
hand. 

"AunI Mary," he said in a pleidin^ shriek, "doni you sec how 
pale and ihin she's gelling''" 

"No. I doni," Slid his auni liiimng her head away, "an' il's 
no use lellin' me such Ihlugs because ifs aboul my nap-limc and 
IVc alwB>'s been a ^rcal believer in likin' my nap when il's my 
nap-limc As i general ihing." 
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Jick sighed and walcbicd her cLo'vC her ejc inul go inMinlfy 
lo sleep J anlcc c ame in b feiv nuiuili:' ialcr 

"Nd — no." she whispcrciLl hasllly, bs he CBinc loivaid 
her, — "yau muiln'l — you iTiusln'l [ donl believe Ihal she le- 
illy IS asLcep iinl even iCshe Is, Luclnda !■> titmi^Ff ^ f." 

"Where can wc go""" Jack isted in despair, "ll^ oul of lit 
reason Id expecl me Id bebiaveu^^ Ihf lijne.~ 

"Wc can'IgD inywherc," md Mrs. Rosaioll, "we rriu'vl icsign 
[3001 Dursekcs. E'vc Icirned Ihal ll's Ihc Duly i*ay Dear me, "'bicn I 

ItLink hiiw lung I've been resigned ll ccrlalnly secnii lo mc Ihal 
you might da 1 III lie in I he same line." 

"Wfll, bul I haven't learned lo resign m^'selT," i^aid her lover, 
"and ivhal is rriDre, [ posLlivcly dec Line Id learn Id resign myieLf. 
You ikhaukl do Ihe same, loo Where i' Ibic sense m humoring 
her so"" I wouldn'l If I *ere you." 

Janice liflcd up bier lovely eyes. 

"Oh, yes, yDU *Duld,~sbic said simply. 'If ■^mebody''^ fulurc 
h a pplness dcjiendcd upjn her you would humor bicrjii'l as much 
as I do." 

Jack was loueh^d 

"Ydu arc an angel Df unselfi'ihness," he CHclaimed, warmly, 
"and I don'l deserve s uc bi dcvo Iidh " 

"Oh.nton'lbeloo graleful,"she replied, dimpling "The person 
lo whose fulure happiness I referred was myclf." 

They bolh laughed soflly al Ihal — soflly and mulually 

"Never! heless," Jack wenlon afler a minule, "if lo all Ihe dI her 
puzzleiv IS lo be added Ihe lorlure ol being unable Id see you or 
speak freely lo you, I ihink Ihe hour fur aclicn has arrived " 
I3DI] "For action'' she cried, "whal are you Ihmkingof doing^" 

"Thls,~ he said, and siraighlway look her inio his arms artd 
kissed her ai he had kissed her dh Ihe nig hi before. 

"Cih, if Luciitda has heard or your au ill has seen]" [xiar Janice 
cned. exlncalmg herself and selling her cap lo rights wilh a 
species of flullered hasle Ihil led Jack Id wo nder suddcnJ}' why 
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men didu'l fall in lovf with miicTfi c\Tn Dflf ncr Ihiu Ihcy do "I 
do bclicvf Ihil you hivcgonr and done il Ibiiiv Hiae " 

"Nobody heard and mibody saw,' he assured her, hul hedldn'l 
i[ alJ mr Hu what he ^ aid. To r h is prayf Pk werf ffrveul IhaL hiskis^ 
had been public prnjicrly. 
\nd ^ucbi "'as Ihc lad 

Luciudi bDuncnl m on Joshua wilh t bounce Ihal lumenl Ibie 
[:an or tiimes^k polish up&ide down, lor Joshua was oiling ihc 
harnesses 

"Me kissed hcr[ " s he c nenl In islaleof Iremendoos fxellemenl. 

"Well, she's his aunl. ain'l 'he'^" Joshua demanded, picking up 
ihe can ind pnvilcly wishing Luclnda in hJilifin 

"I don'l mean her, — [ mean J anicc." 

"I don'l Ecc >nylhm' surpnsin' In thai," said Joshua, — ~no] ir 
hef.ol H good chance " 

"Whildo you I hint of such goin'son^" 

"I Ihink Ihcy'Ll lead logoin's offs " [JUII 

"I never wouJd 'a' belteved il," sacil Lucmda. "Well, t\f I can 
&iy isl wish he'd 'a' Ined i[dj] ine.~ 

"You'Ll wiih a long lime," said Joshua, placidly; and hn lone, 
Hs usual, manle Lucinda even more angr>' than his words; so stbe 
fonhwLlh lefl him and lore bick lo Ihe house 

Aunl Marj' had also had her eyes open, and in Ihls parlicular 
case il was Impossible lo have one's eyes open WLlhoul having 
one's eye opened So Aunl Mary had bolh. 

She shul Iheni al once and reQeclcd deeply, and when Janke 
wcnl oul of ihe room al lasl she immedlalely sal up In bed and 
addressed her nephew. 

"Jack, whal did you kiss her for?" 

Jack was fairly wild wllh joy a I ihe brLllnnl way In which he 
had begun Mi\. Rosscoll had laid one scheme for Ihc oicrlhrow 
of Aunl Muy and her plan of allack had been absi>lulely suc- 
ccBsful. Now 11 was his lum and he. loo, wasin il lo win undying 
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glory or else — wcU, no mailer There wouLdn'l be any "ilso ran" 
in Ihi^ eonle^l 

"¥du doTi'[ deny iIihE you kia&ed txj. chi you?" Eiid hl& mnl 
ac\crcly " \nswcr Ihis minulc I'm a greal believer in inswenn' 
when you're 'pnken lo " 

"Yea, I ki&aed her," he said easily. 



[JOJI "WcJt, whal did you do il for""" 

"I'm very IDnd of her;" the wont cime forth wllh greaL 
ipiiarent reluctance. 

"Fond of her' "said ^iml Mary wllhgreilconlempl. 

Jack liUcd bus eyes quickly il Ihc lone ol hercommenf. 

"Fonii or her? I>o you ihinh i girl like IhaL is ihe kind Ui be 
fond of I Why Bin'l you In ^'itf wilh her'^" 

The young man fell bus brains iiiiddenly swimming. Thl^ 
surpassed liis middesl hopes. 

"Shall L iiay Ihil I am in love wilh her^~ he cned inlo the 
ear-lrumpcl. 

Ann I Mary raised up in bed, — her eyeji iparkfing 

"Jack," she said, almosi quivering wuh encllemeni, "are you 
in Love wilh her""" 

"Yes. I am," he owned, wondering ivhal would come nexl. bul 
feeling Ihal ihe lide wis all hiii way 

Ann I Mary collafded ivnh a joylul sigh. 

"hly heavens alive," she said rapin ro usiy , "seejns like il's loo 
good lo be Inie] Jack,' she conlinued solemnly, "if you're In love 
wllh heryoushilL marry her [f Ibiere^ any way lo keep a girl like 
lhal in lhc family I guess 1 ain'l goln' 1o Icl her slip Ihrough my 
fingeii nol while I've gol alive nephew. You shall many her an' 
|]iUl I'll buy you a house in New York and come an' live wjlh you." 

Jack ^alsilenl, bul 'imiling. 

"Do you Ihink she will wani lo marry me?" he asked presently. 
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"Ydu ^o Bitd bnng bicr lo mc " $Bid ihc old lady vigorously. 
"I'JI soon find puI Jus! IcLI her I *Bnl Id sp^ak In bicr — nlon'l 
IcIJ hfi ivhBl Bboul Thai alul none or youc businrsi in' I'm a 
grcal believer In jieople's hdI inlerfenng in whal's none of iheir 
businejis Ynu juMgcl bicr and Ihen Leave her lo me." 

Jich weni ind louiid Janke. He wbs surCicienlLy mean nol 
lo lell hei nhal had happened, and JanKe — being bud I on a 
diiTfrenI plan rram Lucinda — had hdI hepi near enough lo Jhc 
keybole li> be [tiMcd anyway. 

"Mr Dcnham says you w»nl me," she said, coming la Ibe 
bedside with hei e uslom ary pleasinl smile. 

"I do," said her mislress "I winl lo 'ipcak lo you on i very 
se no us ^nbjec I and I wani you lo pay a Jolorallenlion ]l^ ihc: I 
wani you lo marr>' Jack." 

Poor J an ICC J unijxMl viaLcnily, — there wis no doubl as lo Ibe 
genuineness of ber surpnseL 

"Well, don'l you wanI ip""' asked AunI Mary 

"I don'l believe J do " 

A I Ihiii il was Iheold lady's lurn lo be asloniihed [7U51 

"Why don'l you^" she said, "iny hcivcns illve, what are you 
a-cxjieclin' Lo marry if you donllhlnkmy nephew's good enough 
fo r yo u'^" 

"Bui I don'L waul Id many '' cried poor ianice, in most evident 
distress. 

\ LI 11 1 Mary looked a I hcricvercly. 

"Then whal did you kiss him iDr""" she asked, in ihe lone in 
which one play:^ I he Irumpace. 

Janice slarled again 

"Kjsb — Jiim — " she fallcrcd 

AunI Mary regardenl hcrslcrnly. 

"G ramie," she said. "I ain'l a-lnlcndin' lo be unreasonable, bul 
I musl ask you jus' one simple question You kissed him, for I 
siw you, in' will yon kindly lell me why. m heaven^ name, you 
■ml willin' lo marr>' any man ihal you're wlllln' lo kiss?" 
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"There's such i nl i ffcrencc " ^Bile^l Ihc mud. 

"I daa'l see lI." iiBid hec iTiLiklress, i^hsking her hcid "1 don'l 
secilil all . or [:d u i&e I nevfrlDra minule Ibiuughl of doi n' ell birr 
myself, bul if I hid Ihaughl DfidDiii' either, I'd had srnse enough 
lo ha>c seen Ihil I'd have lu mike up mj mind lo du bulh. I'm 
H greil believer in never doin' Ihlug^ by bialvd. Il don'l pay. 
Never — nohow." 

Janice was biling her Lips. 
|30fl| "Bui I don' I wan! lo marry'" she repelled obslinalely 

"Then you sbiouLdn'l hive lei him kiss you You've |ol him 
ill slarled lo lovin' you lud if he's slopped loo quick no one can 
Icll whal miy happen T wani him lo scl lie do wn, bul I wanl him 
lo sellLc down because hc^ happy an' no! because he's 'vhillcrcd. 
He says bic'iv wllLIn' lo marry you an' [ don'l sec any good reison 
why nol " 

Janice's maul ti cduI inued lo look rebellious 

"Go ind gel him." said AunI Mary. "I cin Hce thai ihis thing 
has go I lo be sell led pLcasanlly righloff, or wc 'vhin'l none of us 
have any appelile for dinner. You find Jich, ur iryou can'l find 
him fell Lucindi Itiil she's gal la." 

Janice wcnl oul ind found Jack in ihe hall. 

"If I bus a I rap''" she asked repro ic bifuLly 

Jack laughed 

"No," he said "n\ i caunler-minc.~ 

"Your auni win& you il once," said Jiniae, pulling her biiuds 
Inio her puckels and looking oul of ihe window. 

"I fly lo obey," bic said obcdienlly, and weni al once lo his 
elderly re I alive. 

"Jack,' ^he said, Itie inflinl he opened Ihe dear, "I've had a 
lillLe lalk wllbi Granllc. She don' wanI lo marry you, bul sbic 
looks lo me like ivhc really didn'l know her own mind l\c said 
ill I can siy an' I'm loo lircd holdin' Ihe ear-lrumpel lo say any 
IJItri marc I Ihink Ihe best Ihing you cin do is lo like her diiI far a 

wilk in' explain Ibilngs Ihoioughly ll's na good our lalkin' lo 
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her rogclhcr. ind. anywiy. I've ilways been a grcBl believer in 
Two's company — lhrcc\ none ' ThBl was really Ibie big rei'vi>n 
why I'd never Icl LucindB keep t chI. You lake bier and go Id 
walk and I guess everylhingll come out all ngbil. 1 1 ought Id. My 
heavemi aLive'" 

Jack look Ihe maid tnd ihey wcnl oul Id waLk When Ibiey 
were beyond eajikhol Ihe flntl Ihing Itial Ihey djd was lu laugh 
long ind loud. 

"Or ill my many ind varied adve nlurrs ' ' cned Mrs RoiiseDll, 
and Jack loo k ihe o ppoM u n Hy lo kiss her again — under no pmlesi 
IbiLS lime 

"We shall have lo be manied very &ddi], now, you know," he 

aaidgayly "Aunl Mary won' I be iblelo wail." 

"Oh, Bs lo Ihal — we'll see," said Mrs. Roa&eoli, and laughed 
afresh. "Bui Ihere is one Ihmg Ihal musi be done 1 1 once." 

"Whal's Ihal?" Jack asked 

"We musI lell Aunl Mary who I am." 

"Oh. lo be sure." 'laid Ihe young man. 

"I hope she won'l lake ll m any "'ay bul Ihe nghl wiy'" ihc 
widow ^aid Ihoughirully. 

"hly dearesl, in whal Diher way eould she lake il? I Ihink she 
has proved her opinion of you prelly iincerely " IkhSI 

"Yes." said Mis Rosicoll wllh a llllleimile, "f cerlBinl>' have 
[:au&e lo feel ihal she loves me fo r m>'zel T a lo ne. " 

When Ihey relumed Id ihe house Ihey weni slnighlway lo 
Aunl Maiy^ loom. and Ihe fii&l gJanee Ihiough ihe old lady's 
eye-glasses lold her Ihal her wishes had all been fulfilled. She sal 
up m bed, look a hand of eaeh mlo her own and surveyed Iheni 
in an aceebs of such ullcrjoy as neariy eauiie^ all Ihree lo weep 
Jo gel her. 

"WelL, I niJEfio glul," was all she said for ihe fiPkl few seconds, 
and nobody doubled her words foicvei afler. 
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Then His Ro^scuH rcmiivccl her hal imJ jackel, and wbicnshe 
relumed lu Ibie bedivlnle her I u lure lunl muLle hemil duwn closf 
la her ind kald one or he c hand'v I'biile Jack hetd the Diher. 

"I'm SI? glad you're Id have the cunnin' of Jack," Itie Did lad> 
declared uncerelj' "AIL I ish of yDU is lo be palicnl wuh him. I 
aLwayv waiv Thai is, /fis' Blwa>'v.~ 

"Dear Aunl Mary," said Mr^. RdivScdII, clipping dDwn on bier 
knefi bfklde Ihe bed. "yau are &□ good lo me thai you encourage 
me lo lell you my secrel. Il an'I long, and rl isn'l bad, bul I hive 
B CDnfesivlon Id make " 

"Oh, I 'vay," cried Jack, "ir yDU pul iL IhaL ivay lei me do the 
|H9I owning up'" 

"Huah," said hts fove aulhorHalively, "It's my co nfcvsion. 
Leave ll Id me." 

"Whal is if" ivaid Aunl Mary, iDoking anxiDU'vly from one Id 
ihcDlher "jou havcn'l broke yo ur c ng agcnicnl already, I hope." 

"ND,"&aidMi&. Rds&cdII, 'il'siiDltiiiig like I hal IIIiDnly caltii:r 
a ^urTQiEe. Bui lI^ a nkc surprise, — bI leasl, I hD[v you'll ihinh 
Itial 1 1 IS " 

"Well, hurcy and lell me Ihen." said iheald lady "I'm b greal 
bcLleveTin beln'iDid good news is hqdh b& pDiiSible. ^hal a W" 

"ll'&lhil I'm nal i maid," said Itie prelly widow. 

"Nol — a — ~ cncd Aunl Mary blankly 

"I'm B widow '" SB id Janice "Tni Bumell^ si^lcr." 

"Wh — B — alr'^.rLC^I \Linl Mary "I didn'l jus'cBlch Ibial " 

"¥du Bee," screamed lack, "she was alraid lo have mecnleMBin 
you in Wew Yorl:, — afraid you wouldn't be properly looked allcr, 
Aunl Hary.bo she dressed up fur your maid and looked aflcr you 
hciscll " 

"My heavens alive'" 

"Wasn'l she an angel""' he asked. 

"Bui whalevcr made you lake sueh an inlccesi?" Aunl Mary 
UIH] demanded of Janice 
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J B nice roTicfrom hcrkncc-i lud . Icining o vcr Ihc bed, nl rciv Ibic 

□ Id iBnly cloi^c in her amis 

"rLI Icll you,' ^he scrcBmcd gcnlLy. "1 loved Jack. Bnd so I 
loved his auni even before 1 had ever seen her " 

r\t\nl Mar,\ \oy fal rl y o> c rflo wed bI Ihal view o F ihi ngs . and, 
pulling bier hands !□ ell bicr ivlde i>r I bie lovel}' face so close Id her 
□wn, \he kisi^ed il WBrnil^' agiin ind agiin. 

"I alwi^'s knew you were Eulhin' duI or ihe ordinary,' she 
declared vigorously. "You know I wouldn'l have Lei biim marry 
you if [ hadn'l been prelly sure as >ou were dlffercnl Irom 
Lucinda in' Ihe common run." 

And itien \he beamed on Ihem bolh and Jack beamed on Ihem 
bolK artd Mrs Rosiicoll kisi^ed each of ihem ind dried her own 
happy c>'e!i 

"Now I waul lo hitow jus' how an' where you learned lo Jove 
him^" Ihe aunl asked neil 

"I loved him almi>sl dLrccll>' I knew him,' she answered, aitd 
Hi Itial Aunl Mary i^cemed on ihc jx^inl oF applauding wilh Itie 
ear-l ru iripel igain'vl I tic headboard 

"Il WIS I us' Ihe same wilh me," she said delighledly 'He was 
only 1 baby Ihen, bul Ibie firsl Look I loot I jui' had i Feelin' — ~ 

"Yes." said Mrs Rosicoll ■vympalhelKilLj, "ho did I " |]ll| 

Thcj all Laughed together 

"An' now," said .^unl Mary, laying back aitd Tolding her arms 
upon her bosom, "in' now comci Ihe main queslion, — when do 
you Iwo wan! lo be married?" 

"OhV said Ihe widow slarling, "we — I — Jack — " 

"WcIL, go on," said Aunl Mary. "Sa> whenever you like. An' 
Ibicn Jack can do Ihe same " 

The Iwo young people ciohanged glances 

"Sjicak ngbil up," said .^unl Harj "E'm a grcal believer in no I 
hanfln' back when anylhin' has go I lo be decided. Jack, whaldo 
you Ihlnk^" 

"I wani lo gel married nghlDFf,~&iid Jack decidedl>' 



220 The R cj uvcn I IId ri of Aujil Marj 

"I Ihink he'll IDD >ouiig," pul in Mrs Rosivcoll hssul^' 

"I don'l know," i^Hid Aunl Mtrf. Looking bI her nephew 
reflectively 'Seems la me hc'^ big enough, an' I'm t great 
believer in ne%'er dil I y-d» I lyi n ' over whali gal lo be done iome 
Itme. Wh>' nol T h anksf.[vi nf.""" 

"Think:igivLng[" 'vhriekeil Mn^. Rce&call. 

"¥es," said Aunl Mar>. "I ihink il would be a food trme, an' 
ihcn l[:an come and spend ChriJilmas wilh you in Iheoily." 
mn "Greal ideal" declired her nephew; "me for Thanksgi v i ng." 

"Whildo you ■viy'^" yatii Aunl Mary lo I he bnde-lo-be. 

"Oh, [ doni see — " began Ihe laller, "TinHing her prelly 
foieheid in i prellier [vrplexily and looking hcLplesi^ly baek and 
forlh belween I heir double eigcrneivs 

"WelL, why nol?" '>t\d Ihe aunl "El ain'l as il Ihcre ivas any 
reuion for wailin' If ihere was I'd be Ihe fiisl lo be willin' lo do 
all I eauld lo be pilteni, but as il i& — even if you an' lact ain'[ 
in any pirlieulir hucry, I am, in' I was broughl up lo go nghl lo 
work Bigellin' whal you manl as soon as you know whal il i'v." 

"Bui I his IS so iudden," wailed His HosicuM 

Auul Mary glanced il hcfihirpLy. 

"Thai's whit Ihey all Eay. a'caidin' la Ihe papers,' she said 
calmly, "an' il never iscounled b4 inylhin' bul a_rDke." 

"Bui I'm nol joking," Janice cried 

"Then you fin' lake a JillLe lime an' ihink il over." pmposed 
ihe old lady, — Til lell you whal you can do You can gel me 
Lucinda beeiuse I wanl lo lell her sulhin' and Ihcn you and Jack 
can SLi down logelher an' Ihink il over anywhere tn' anyhow you 
like " 

"Do you really wani Lucinda." said Janice, rii^ing lo her feel, 
"dt is il somelhing ihal I can do? You know Tm youPv jus! Ihe 
ill 3] \tine as ever, Aunl Mary. Nexl lo hein^good lo Jack, I wanI lo 

alwayi be good lo you " 

Aunl Mary looked up wilh a lighl in her eyes ihal was fine lo 
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"Bfcsv you, my child,' she said hcirnly "1 know ihal bul I 
rcailj wanl Luclnda, m'you an' Jack ^.all late care nf yourycLvcs 
Toi I while Lcaivlwiyii, I hope yau csn I guci'i you csn I 
picBuincBD, inyway." 

Il was laic Ihil aflcrnoon ihil Lucinda, looking a\ ir^hc biad 
been accldcnlilly avfrlahcn by a raad-iDlIci, joined Joshua in Itic 
potato eel I II 

"Well, Ihc^ky c'n fall whenever It I [km now'" she i aid, sill ing 
down on an emply barrel wilh a rcjvigncd sigbi 

"Thil's a eomlarl Id know, ~ said Joshua 

"She's go I ]l ill made up for 'em Id many each olbier." 

"Thit am 'I ud great news tD me," said JDshua 

"jDivhuB Whilllcvey, you make my biDDd boil Things n goin' 
rackin' and minin' al i great pace here an' you as cold aii a 
cauliflower oven I all." 

Jo'huB sorted jnlaloes pbileg rtia lie all y and said nDlhing. 

"S'roiin' I'd 'a' wanled lo marr>' him""" 

Joshua CDnlinued lo sort jx>l aloes 

"Or, s'jxj^in' you wanled lo marrj' her?" 

Jo$hiiB iDDked upqulekly. |]|J| 

"WhkbiDne''" he said. 

"JauLce'- 

"Oh " he said in a relieved lone. 

"Why did yau say 'Dh.' — did you Ihink I meinl her''" 

"I didn't knDW who yau ineanl " 

"Why, you would n'l I bunk o' marr>'in' her, ivould yau''" 

"No." liBid lostiua ertiphalkally. "I'd as scan ihink d' marij'in' 
you >ourseff.~ 

Lucinda dellberaled for t m mule or so as to whether Id accepl 
Itiis In'ull in silence or udI, and fi nal I y dec Ided Id make Ju&I one 
more remark 

"I wonder If she'll send any word la Arelhusa 'n' Mary." 

"The>''ll know soon enough,' said Jo^huH oracularly 

"HdwII ihey kni>w, I'd like lo know?" 
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"Voull wnic Cm " 

Lucindi u' as dumb The Tic I Ihal Ihe Lcllcr'^i'v already wnllfn 
only made Ihc 'kfrtvnl-laolh of J4bhLia''k i nil mi If knuu'lrdgc cuI 
ihr deeper 
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'TrAlfidHy I [iliyrd pa hi^r until I diiln'l know h h Luc ^ blip fjo m a 

whilz one." 
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Chapter Twenty-Five - Grand Finale 



Sbi h js ]l j]J Diad c ■ p lor lnDi lo Dian^' h?c judsli? iii {? H mil L> 
Biv l]!i[ipy js ivh e L^d■d k? ]>> I lienv L- cs. Shf isinakjDg plans 
B J gKJl nie jud 'lie hjs ^onHriiifd lo i\^-c bet '«?ddjng 
here Iwciinsc she hi'sinCv lo Iw ihcic Iicim:!! Tlif diiy is HeL 
IDr T li Ji bvg I- iDg jud 111? Lord b? '«ilh ■< lor ? < er>l li lag lijs 
^f IP be J [I'll so did sk? jiv ni> inore gtx>d :il li? l[iJi]g uo'^ Ik-Jl 
iif come Tfccv jk dll go]ii| buck co Nc* York iiisajn js 
posi^ible aCirr li!i ov? cdid I kop? Id be Cocf iv?i] ForslJljng 
plain Iv ihai il will be III? Iia[ipif'^ ddy' oCny liC? 

Rpikpcfl fu lly . 
L COOKE 

Upon mzflplof this BulDurtdlng iic»^ Arclhu^H looklKf Irs in artd 
flew Id Ihc scene where such mainenlou' biipjKnLiig'v "crc plhrig 
upon one aaolher Her amval was uuexpceled and Ihechange:^ 
which ivtie found ensued andensuing we re of inalurr bewildering 
in Ihe c\lipme AunI Merf had quil her regime of soup md sleep 
and WIS nol only more energelleally vigorous is lo mind Itian 
ever, bul iilrenglhenlng daily b:^ Id bodily force II mighl have 
been ibc exeilemenl, rDrBumell wis ihere.ClDvei wis a rtrule. 
and Milchell wis expected wllbiln Iwe n ly-ft>ur hours Olhergipal [3lO| 
changes were visible everywhere. A corps of servanls from lown 
had fiirly swamped Lucinda and Iwenly earjienlei^ were pulling 
up in exira addllion lo Ihe house in which lo give ihe wedding 
room lo spreid Nor wis ihis ill, for AunI Marj' hid lumed a 
furnHure min ind an upholslerer loDHe wuh no i>lher llmil Ihan 
Ihal comprised by ihe Iwn words "iirrTe blanche." 

M\-:. Rosscdll slill eonlinned la wiit upon AunI Muy, bul 
irulhcr maid hid arrived lo awail upon Mrs Ro&scoll. The 
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I al Hr biad ^ hcd bicrblick unifDnn End bloomed fnrl [i i n joic-h ucd 
mbc^ Mr Slcbbins wis kcp< on lap from dawn lo dark End Ibic 
[:hFi:k:i flowed like wilrr. Eml^saneiv had bfen de&palchcd Id 
FJfw Yoii: Id bu^' Ihc young couple i suiliblf house ind fumlikh 
ihal alivD frnm iDpIo bo Mom. 

"Well, Arelhu&B," Ibc lunl&iid Id ihe n\ece when lhe>' mfl Ibc 
marnlug iflerhfi hifiviI, "I'm r^eljn' beilfr'nl wb^ la?il llmf yDU 
were here." 

"I'm ivDglad," yelled Arelhuivi 

"They'll live in Ncu' York and I'll i\\\i willi Ihcm. As far »s 
I've been Iheri' iin'l nD olher place on eirlti lo live I'm goin' Id 
gel me a coat lined with b I bc k-spn lied wtiLle cat's fur and have 
my gla^ie^ pul on a paraMjL handle, and I'm going Id have Ibic 
PIT] coLlais and slecvcv lefl oul of moivl of my drcvscs an' look like 

Dlhcr people, ['m i grcal believer in do in' as olbiePv do, an' Jack 
WDnl cvei have no oaiue Ic complain Ihal I didn'l lake easy Id 
clij life " 

Arelhusi leLl heisell dumb before ihese re%'el alio ns. 

Liler she was CDnducled lo ivce Ihc wedding prccnls. which 
were gorgeous Among ihem was ihe biggesl and brigbilesi Df 
cnmson anlo mobi I cs; and Milchell. whD had presenled il, had 
c hri'vlcni'd il beforehand 'The Midmghl Sun " AunI Mtry'y gifl 
WIS Ibic New YDrh house and money erh>ugh For Ihem lo liveDn 
ihc incDme. 

"I kiiDW you're able m kxtk duI far yourself, " she Icld llie 
bride, "bul I dnn'l wan! Jn.k In have In worry over Ihings al 
all. artd, alihougti I know il's i good habil, slill I shouldn't like 
Id have him ev'cr wdtI: sd hard Ihal he WDuldn'i feci like goin' 
around wuh us nighliv. No! ever NdI even '^Dmelimcs.' 

Milchell was overjoyed il Ihe way things had lurned duI 

"My dear Miss Walkins," he screamed, when he was ushered 
iniD AunI Hary^ prescrtce, "who CDuld have guessed in ihe hDur 
ol Ihal sad parling in New York ihal such a glad fulure was held 
inslarc for us iLM" 



ChaplcFTwcnIy-Fnc - GrBnd Fimlc 227 

"I d Lilu' I qui Ic calcbi iIibI,~ AunI ^Tscy fxclBimed, npLuco usLy, |]IB| 
'bill [l ilIucshI mailer — as Lang as you gul here safe al lasl " 

"Saff'" cu:laimal ihc young man; "il would have been ihc 
very rcfincmcnl of crucLly if m>' In in hid ^ms'^heii me on Ihl^ 
journey " 

Hurncll waiv eqiiaLI>' happy. 

"] iupjxjic II ivlII be up lo me Id give you anay," he siid lo 
hia Ei&Vr "bctare all Iheiie [voplc, Idd Whil a mciu Inek'" 

Jack had Ihaughl Itiil he would like lo have Twcedwcll marry 
him, IS Ihil young man had pul lu Ihc summer viealion gelling 
ordained Twecdirll n.ccpled — allhough he had juM laken 
[:h>Tge of a hving in Seal lie ind eame Ihrough on i flyer which 
irnved two hounk before ilie hour. Some fifly or slnly of the 
gue^ils came in on Ihe same Irain, and Burncll ind Clover mel 
Ihcm ill al ihe ^.aPv and mide Ihc mijorily comforlable in Ihc 
diffcreni hoteU and hanarrd the mmonly wilh \unl Mary':^ 
hoipililily 

The day was gorgeous The addiliiin lo Ihe house was done 
and lined wilh while aitd dccoraled in gold. An urche^lra wm 
cn&CDnced behind palms jusi is orche^lras alwiys covcl lo be 
iihI ■ magmficcnl brcikfasl hid been sen I up from ihecily in Us 
own car WLlh ilii own service and illendanis lo serve il. 

There was only une hllch m Ihe enlire programme. Thai |lim 
WIS ihal when lhe>' gol lo Ihe chuich TweedweLI did nal ihow 
up lack WHS dislrcssed even Ihough Mrs Rosscoll liughcd. 
MllchcLI wanlcd lo read Ihc ceremony, bul AunI Miry was ifraid 
il wouldn'l be legal, ind Mr Slebbins igrecd wilh her In Ihc 
end Ihe regular clergyman niirried Ihcm. ind jusI is Ihey were 
iM frying oul ihey mel Twcedwcll and Lucinda Icaring along, he 
in his surplice ind she In Ihe blaek silk dress which .^unl Mary 
had given her m celebralion ol Ihe oc^.lsion They *erc bolh 
loo exhausled lo be able lo e\plBin for several minules; bul il 
finally came oul fof Lueindi) Ihil Eumell, whoiie place i[ wie 
lo have ovcn^een officlaling TwecdwelL had foigollcn all aboul 
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hlin, and ihf foor Tfllow, fxhauMrd by his long jDumf>'. had 
never awikcnfd unliL LuclihIb goin^ in Id clear up hisiDom, had 
Iclfonh 1 pirrcing howl of sucpn^ic. 

Sd far rn>m nl am pcnlug a[i>Dnf^ 'vpinl'v ihm \in\c ciirl/c'ei'if^ 
nn I y seemed li> mM lhinf> off »l a livelier picc. They had b briivh 
nde home, and Ihe wedding fmil and Ihf wedding cake weic ill 
ihalcDuld be denired. Whit weni with J was the fincvl Ihal an^ 
or^hegue^ls everlaMed befo le or ^tncc, ind Ihe champagne vti 
all bulservenl in beer sle ins 

When il came lo Ihe hcallhs ihey drink lo \unl Mary along 
[1701 wllh Ihe bride and groom, and Mile hell made a speech, I mil king 

Heaven'E bJciSLngs on Ihe Inple compi^l and covering hiin'ieLr 
wllh gin r>' 

"Mere'iv lo Ann I Mary ami her biidc and hci gmoni " hecncd, 
when ihey laid him li> tt'^ and pincliim. "Herc\ In Aiinl Mary 
ind her bndc ind giaam, and hece'^ lo Ihcic hcallh and Iheir 
wcaLlh »nd iheir happincvs Here's In Iheir brilliani pasi, Iheir 
mscale preseni »nd ihclr gorgeous fuliire And here's lo hoping 
Ihal Fale. whn is reid>' and willing Id deal any man a bnde, may 
bome lime see fll lo deil ikOme one af u& inolher £uch fi Jack's 
AunI Mary Sn [ pipp^^^c her heaLlh before all else. AunI Mary, 
long may she ivaveV 

AunI Macy looked as iT words and aclion'k were poor ihingiv in 
which H> a<lempl Id enpceiis her feelings, bul no one who glanced 
al her could be in Iwa mmds as lo her slile of appcovil I'l Id 
everylhing ihal was going Dn. 

The bridil piicdiD>e away 'vomewhere aller five d'c lock, and 
ibani ^even Ihe main body nl Ihe gneMs rclnrned lo ihe ctly 

Mis. RdsscdII^ mo Ihe r and Mllchell ind Bnmcll rem lined a 
day orlwD lo keep AunI Mary Tiom feeling blue, bul AunI Mary 
WIS nol al all inclined Ihal way. 

"If ihaselwa young people are looki n' fa riv ard Id anylhin' like 
|]2I] as much Tun as I am," she said over and aver agiin, "well, all Is 

Ihcy're taakin' tOrfud la a good deiJ." 



ChaplcFTwcnIy-Fnc - GrBnd Fimlc 1'S 

"Wiin'l *c*hoop her up ncM iummcrVajidHunicll; "■tell I 
don'l know'" 

"My iHcirRobcn," ikiid Mw molhrrgcully. 

"Don'l ivlop biLm." a Bid Aunl Harj "He knows Juivl biow [ fed 
in' 1 know jus' how he feels ll Isn'l "Tong, Mpv. Burncll, ili 
nalurBL. Wc were burn lu be hippy, onLy 'omclinics "c nlon'l 
know jusl bioiv Id \c\ aboul il " 

"Mis^ WBlklns has hil ihc nail on Ihe head,' said MiKhelt, 
Tolling aclgamie "She has no I only hi I Ihe nail on lis own head, 
bulshe bias s uccecdenl in driving il' poinl u'cll inio all our heidi 
She laughl us many Ihings dunng her sharl viiil. [, for one, im 
herdcblor forever Me for joy, from now on'" 

Aunl Mary smiled. "Hy bicBicnsi" she munniircd, ~lo ihink 
how nke 1 1 all comeouL, iJid how really put out I was when Jack 
firs I began, ■□□ " 

Eurnell pul his hand in \\.\.\ pockel and pulled oul some gum. 

"RobcnV ^.ried bils molbicr, "yon don'l chew gum. do you?" 

"Of couise hedocsn'l," said his friend quickly; "Ihil's rthji he 
had ll in hi< jnckel " 

Aunl Mary looked iho ughlfnl ly bI him. 132^1 

"Give me i little," ^hc siid, 'maybe It's Eu4hin' I've been 
m[Qin'.~ 

Mr< Bumell lefllhc nexTdi>'. and MllchcIF weni lhedi>' ifler. 

The ^irpenlers look down ihe addilian, and Ihe wedding 
piebenls were shipped lo lown. 

"She nays she'll be goin' soon,' said Lucinda lo Joshua. 

"Then she'll be gain' soon," said Joshui. 

"I'm suic I'll be glid." i^iid Lueinda, "such hifilulin ^y- 
lailini" 

ioshiii said nolhlng Mr. Slebbim hid ippriFicd him of .^unl 
Mii}'^ amngemenis In his behalf and he fell no incllnalion lo 
[:nticize any of her doings ind SB>'ings. 

Towan] Ihe endofLhc nexl week ihis relegTsm wis irceived. 
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Dcjr Aline Maiy. We're lionie did readv wfcen yon are 
TrLrfnipk ivb<il4rBii 

J Jiid J 

Thf Iflcgrim wbs hBndril lo Auul Mary al Ifn In Itif morning. 
Hfc fingers licmblril as zhcopeuol il. 

"My hfivcnf aJive, Lucinila." she cned. ihc next minulc, "I 

do bcLicvc if iMu'll be quick, Ihal I can make Ihc lwclir-l*cnly' 

Run] Te\[ Joshua lo gel my Irunk down lud harness Billy i' 

PZU quick as hccin He can lelcgra pbi I hall 'm ccniin' aflcrl'm gone " 

Lucind» flew Josh ua-waidiv. 

"Shc"'anl'lo niakclhelwcke-l"cnly Iriin'" she cried Joshua 
locked up 

"Then iihe'll mikc il." he said 

She made III 
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G u Icnbcrg I"'! IrBdcmart, buL he his Bgrccd Id donalc loyBf- 
ll«i under Ihis pBragrBph lo Ihe PmjccI Gulenbcrg LUcrarj 
An: hrvc Found B lion Royally paymcnls musl bf paid wilbiin 
60 days foLlowmg en.bi dale un "'hich you prepare |or bic 
legaLly required Id prepare] jourpenodn; lax relumi. Roy- 
ally piyinrulii should be ^leariy marked is such andsrul Id 
iKc Project Gulenberg Literary Aichive Foundation it the 
address spre I fled in Seel ion 4, 'I nionn alio n ibo u I don b lio nil 
Id the ProJe^.l Gulenberg LLler»r>' Arc bine Foundation ~ 

■ Ydu provide a fuJL refund of any money paid by a user 
who notifies you in wnting for by e-mBil| wilhin 30 days 
of reccipl thai s/he doeii nol igree lo the terms of Itie fulL 
FmjccI Gulenberg'^' License You muil requi re s u^. bi a user 
lo relurn or destroy all copies of Ibic works pj^ieised in a 
phy&icil medium and diseonliuue all use of and ill Bcce?i^ 
loothercopies of Project Gulenbergi"" works. 

■ You provide, in accordance wilh paragrapbi I F.J, a full 
refund of any moiie>' paid for a work or a rcpl acemen I copy , 
if ■ defect in the eleclionic work is discovered and reporled 
to you within 90 daysof receiplof the work. 

■ You comply wilh all other lerm^ of this agreement for free 
dclnbuliDnol Projec I G ulenbeigi"^ worb.. 



I E.9. 

If you wish lo chaige h fee or distribute a Project Gntenbcigi^ 
eLeclJomc wo rk o r g ro up o f wo i ks on dilferen I lerms Ibian aresel 
forlbi in Ihii agreemeni, you must oblain pcrmifsion in wriling 
from both I bie Project G ulenbe rg Lilerarj' Arc hive Found alio n and 
HicbiacL Hart, Ihe oiv ner o f I bic Projccl Gulenberg i"'! trademark. 
ConlacI the Foundalion as sel forlh in Seclion 3 below. 



l.F. 



24fi The R cj uvcn I IId ri of Aujil Marj 



1 F 1 



PiDjccI Gulcnbcrg ■■uLunlccr^ Htid employees expend considcr- 
BbLc efforl lo idcnUfj dn copyrighl rescircbi on, ^rBn^cribe and 
proofread public niiinalii ivorks in crcBlIng Ihe ProjccI Gulcn- 
bergii collecllon [Je'vpilc ihe^e efforli. P^OJC^.I Gulenbcrgi'^i 
ckclJDnic works, ind Lhe niedLum an which rhe^ miy bf E<occd, 
may cnnlain "Defccls," such »';, bul nol LImLled Id, incomplete, 
inaccurilc or comipl dala, I raniic ri plLon crrorji, a copyrighl or 
olhcr inleLleclual properlj Lnlri ngcmcnl . a defcc live or d am Bgcd 
dish or Dihcr medium, a computer virus, oi com pulei CDde?i Ihal 
d I m Bgc ore anrtol be read by your equipmcnl 



I.F2 



LIMITED WARRANTY. DESCLAIMER OF DAMAGES — 
ExcepI lor ihc "Righl of Rcplacemcnl or Refund" described in 
piragTiph I F 3, Ihe PnnjccI Gulciibcrg Lilerarj Archive Foun- 
dB lion. I he owner of Ihe Proj e^. I G ule n berg'^' IridemBrk, and any 
Dihcr parlj dKlnbulin^ b ProJe^.l G u Icnberg i"'! eleelronk wi>rt 
under Ihi' Bgreemeul, dii^clalm all llabllil>' la yau tat damages, 
cojiD, and expenses, inclu^lmg legal fees. YOU AGREE TH.^T 
YOU HAVE MO REMEDIES FOR WEGLIGENCE. STRICT 
LIABILITY, BREACH OF W \RR \NTY OR BREACH OF 
COKTRACT EXCEPT THOSE PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH 
F3. YOU AGREE THAT THE FOUNDATION, THE TRADE- 
MARK OWNER. AWD ANY DISTRIBLTTOR UWDER THIS 
AGREEMENT WILL NOT BE LIABLE TO YOU FOR AC- 
TUAL, Dl REGT, INDI R EOT, CONSEQU EN T I AL , PU M I Tl V E 
OR [NCEDENTAL DAMAGES EVEN IF VOLT GEVE WOTICE 
OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SLTCH DAMAGE. 



1 F3 
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LEMTTED RIGHT OF REPL \CEMENT OR REFUND — If 
you diH^DVcr i driecl in Ibiis clecliQn]^ work ailbiiu 90 dtyi 
of receiving lI. yaa cm lazcive t refund of the money {if any) 
you piid foi il by iiendiug i wnllcn expl anil ion Id Ihe pcPvon 
you received llie wort from If you ^c^.cll■cd Ibic itork on a 
phj'ici] mcdiurri, you muM iclurn Ibic mc^liuin *ilh yourwrHlcn 
expLBnalion. The jicrjion or enlily Ihil piuvided you wuh the 
defeclive work may elecl lo provide a repi acemen I copy in heu 
of B refund If you received Ibic work eLeclmnicBLIy. Ibic pcjHi>n 
or enlily providing il lo >ou may chooie lo give you t iiecond 
op[urlunily lo receive Ihe wc rh elecl ro nic all y in lieu of i refund. 
If ihc second copy is al^ko defeclive. you may ilemind i refund 
in ivniing Ailhoul further opporlu nil iCk lo fix Ihe problem. 



1 F4 



ExcepI for Ibie limiled righl of rcplicemeni or refund iel forlh in 
paragraph I F. 3 . 1 Kls Vf ork a provided lo you '.^S-IS,' WETH NO 
OTHER WARRANTIES OF ANY E^TND, EXPRESS OR IM- 
PLIED, EE^CLUDI E^G BUT NOT LIMETED TO WARRAE^TIES 
OF HERCHANTIBILETY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PURPOSE. 



1 F.5. 

Some silica do nol ailo» disclaimeis of cerliin impEied war- 
ranlies or ihe exclusion or limilalion of certain lype^ of damages. 
If iny disc la I mer D r 1 1 rrii 111 ion !iel lorlh in I his agreemenl I'lolales 
the liw of Ihe slale applicable lo Ihi:^ agreement ihe agreemeni 
^halE be inlerpfeled lo make Ihe maximum dinclaimer or limi- 
lalion [vrmilled by Ihe applicable 'lale law The imalidily or 
unenloiceabililyof any provision ol Ihiii agrecmenl shall nol void 
the remaining provisions. 
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] F.6. 

INDEHHETY — You igrcc In ImJcnimly ind hold Ihc Foun- 
dBllon. Ibc Iradcmark nwncr. my agcnl or cmplDj'cc of Jhc 
FaundBllon. anyone praviding cupini (if PidjccI G ulcnbcrgi^i 
cLfclJDUic wnrks m iccordBncc wilh lhl& agrrcmcnl, anil an^ 
volunlcfis a^Hucialed wilh Ihc piodui: IIdu . pnmiDliDii and di'iln- 
buliDU of PnijccI Gulciibcig'*' cIcclronLC works, biannlcss from 
bII llBbilily, costs lud cvpru'ic^, including Ic^bI Tees Ihal btisc 
dircclly or [ndircclLy Irom Bny of Ihc lolLoiving which you do or 
caiLkC Id occur iBldliilnbulionof Ibilivor anj Pmjcc I G ulcnbcrgi"^! 
work, |b) ilEciBlion, mod i fic alio u, or addlliou'v oc dclclion'k Id 
iny Piojcc I □ ulcub erg '"" work, lud id any Defect you came 



Section 2. 



Tnformalion abour ihc Mi^&ion of Projcci 
Gulcnbcvg*'-* 

Projcci G II Ic n b erf "E" \s ^ynonyino us wilh ihe fiee diMcibuliDn 
of cLe(.lmiiic works in fonnal'v readiblc by ihe wide^l variclj 
□I compuleiy including obi^olclc, old, middlc-iged Bnd new 
compulcrs ll cxl^l:^ becBusc of Ihe cfforls of huudccd'i of 
voluiilecrs and don alio im fnnm jvople in ill walks of life. 

Vo I unlccrs and fi nanc i il ^u p[x> rl Id prov ide vo I unlccrs "■ i Ih 1 bic 
B^'lilartcclhcj need, livcrilicBL lo rcac h i ng Pmjcc I G ulcnbcigi'^'i 
goaliv artd enivunng Ibial Ibic Pnjje(.l Gulenbcrg'^' collecllon wllL 
rcniBin Ircely aviiLiblc for gcncralions lo come In 2001, Ibic 
Projcci Gulenbcrg Lilcrary Archive Fouudalion wis crciEed to 
provide i secure artd pennancnl fulurc for Projcci Gulcribcigi"^ 
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and fulurc gcncri iLonH. To leant moic aboul ihc PmjccI Gulcn- 
bcrg LilcrBry \rchlvc Fo u nd al lo n and hoit jour clforls and 
don alio [l^ can biflp, iicc Seclians 3 and 4 and Ibic Foundiliau vicb 
page hL hllp:"www.pglal org 



Seclioii 3. 



Informal ion aboul ihc Frojcci GiUcnbcrg Lilcrary 
Archive Found anon 

Tlic Projccl Gulcibcrg Lilfriry ^rclilvf Fo u r d i lia n m i non 

prafjIfQ l(c)r3}cdjcjlK]iiil rorpocalior orf imzrd urdrrlli? Iihi'i 
Df Ih? blal? af MLShih£ippl ind grilled lex exempt hliluh by I lie 
Inlernl Pcveiuc Scrvjce The FauidaUcn'i EIN oc Federal lai 
IderliELralJon rum brr I& 64-622 1 54 I. Ilh 5D L [cIlH kilec 1^ jailed 
J I lillp //'ivw |Lilenbcrf ar°rCurdr]i£ing/pglaf C a i Irili ieI ld ni 
lo Ibc PrDJecl Gulerberg Lileriry Arcliive FDuniTillari aic In 
dedjflible lo Lbc lull ekieni perniLllciF bv U S Tederil lai^b and 
yaiir Halci \av>"^ 

Tbc FojndaliDr'i prim pal office i& Id e a led il45^7 Me In Dr. 
S Fii rb 11 h&, AK. 99712 IiiiIiIe volurleciii ard cmplDveea ice 
acilleccd ihcDu^liDul numerous loDalion^ lis li usiiLeFi oFFire le 
loeilcd alg09NDMli I5DD WesI SallLaleCily,UT 84 L L&, ^80 l| 
596-l3J7.eni]il b u h ir eis^ pf I a I.d rf Emilconlacl links ard up 
lo dile conlier info rm il in n rin be Conrd al Ibc Foundalinr'E '^eb 
fiile ind oFFLCial paf e a I hi Ipifyi* w *^ p| I if org 

For iddilionl eanlarl inform al i n r : 

Dr Gre|orv E Nev^by 
ChicEEiecmi-eiind Direciar 
g bie'« b> E p| l!if oig 
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Section 4. 



Tnformalion aboul Donations lo Ihc ProJccI 
Gulcnbcrg Lilcrary Archive Foundalion 

Projecl G 111? r b c rg I"'! depends upon Bitd CHnnQl survive wilhoul 
wideipread public supporl anddanilLon'v iDcirrj' nul lis mLivSLon 
of inereasLng Ibic nuinbcr ol public domsin End Lkcn'vcd *ork^ 
Ihalcan be Cceel> diMclbulird in machine ceid able fDmi icce^'vlble 
by Ihc widfkl array of equi pmc n 1 1 n^ ludi ug ould aled cqu i pmeul. 
Many ivmall donallonii {H Id (5,000^ ire parliculacly ImpjrlBiil 
lo m B I nl aim ng In excmpi 'vlalu'k wilh Itic IRS 

The FoundilLDn [>> cammillcd lo complying wilti Ihc lB»"i 
rcgulBlIng chBriliCv ind chanlable donilion'v in t\l 50 sliles i>r 
the Unilcd Slalcs Compliance ccquircmcnls arc nol umform 
and il lakcv a CDnivlderable cfforl. mucbi paperwork md many 
lecv In mecl and keep up wuh Ibicc requirem en bi Wc do 
nol soIlciI doiiBllons In locilions ivlierc wc hive nal rrccivcd 
wrillen CO nfirmal ion of compliance To SENDDONATIOnSor 
dele rmlne Ihe sIbIus of cd mpl i incc for any parllculir '^lele visil 
hi Ip '/w "■ w gulcnbeig.arg'lundraising/donBlc 

While VIC cinnol and do nal soLkil conlnbullons fiom ivIbI^^ 
where we hive nat mel the solkLlalion ceqni rcmenl'v, wf know 
of no prohibllLon againsl acccpiing nnsolicilrd ndanBllon'^ from 
do no Hi insuchslBlCv ivtio approach m wlltiDiTfi<k lo donate 

Inlf rnalional don alio ns are gra If fn I ly icceplfd,bul necannol 
make any sralcmcnl'i concerning lax Icealmenl of donallon'^ 
received from ouliide I he Unlled SIbIcs. LT.S. laws alone !iw amp 
onrsmall MafI 

Plcaie check Ihc Projecl Gulenbcrg Web pages for cur- 
rcnl donalton mclhDils and addressee I>[>nallons arc ic- 
ccpled In a number of alhcr ivays Including checks, online 
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^Byiricnrs lud cmHil canl l]D^Bl]□[l^ To donalc, pIcBsc vlsll: 
h lip '/www gulc n bcig.oigf iindr»i!ii ng/dou Hlc 



Section 5. 



General Informal ion Aboul Projccl Gulcnbcrg'' ^ 

electronic works. 

Proleshoc MicIibcI S Elsrl la llie ocigiiBlaroC Ihe Projccl Gulen- 
bcr|"^ conccpi of h libriry of cIcclronB: works Ihil could br 
ireriy shBrcd ivHh Bnyunc Forlhirly ycBts. he produced anddl^ 
Inbuled Projecl Gulenbcrg'"^ eHooks WLlh only a loose network 
of volunteer suppon 

Projecl GulenbergrM cBooks ire often crealed from sevcrBl 
pnnled edi lions, ill of which ire coufi rmed as Public Domiin in 
ihc U S unless i cop>TLghl nolice is included. Thuf , <\c do nol 
necessarily keep eHoo ks i n co mpl la n^.c "'Hh an>' pa rlkuLBr paper 
ediJion. 

Each eBook Ie in i subdirectory' oT Ihe same number as Ihe 
eEook's cBook number, oflen in several ftjrrriBis Including plain 
vanilla A3C 1 1 , co m prcised Izippeull, HTML and olhcm 

Correclcd eJjJ irjn t of our eHoo ks replace Ihe old file and take 
over ihe old filename and eleil number The replaced older file 
Is renamed Ve/s'iy/s based on separale sources are Irealed as 
new eBoots receiving new filenames and cleM numberji. 

MosI people slan al our Web bile which has Ihe main FG 
aearch facililj: 

bltp:flwww|HleBberg org 
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Thl^ Web Mic IncLudni infonn al ion aboul ProjccI Gulcn- 
bctgi"'!, [ncludlng hnv, li> mskc dDnilLon'v Id Ihc ProjccI Gulcn- 
bctg Lilcrary Archive FouimIiIlou, how to help produce a ur new 
eEoaks, and how lo ivubscnbc Id our cmHil newsLeller lo hear 
ibDul new cBDDks. 



